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3 Don PEDRO D? AGUILAR. 
TEAR T was Midnight deep, and huge 
- 5 Uproar lorded it wide, that all 

: the Houſes in Madrid ſhook; 

RICE and the impetuous Rain poured 
down, as if it would ſwell the Mangana- 
res * to a Danube, when Leonora, whom 
the violence of the Tempeſt, if not inward 
Tumults, would not allow to cloſe her - 
Eyes, called up her Maid. How, Laura, 
a ſleep in ſuch a Confuſion of Elements, 
A Rivulet running through Part of Madrid the 
capital of Spain. "FF; | - 
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as if Heaven and Earth would come to- 
gether | Would 1 could ſleep ſo? Indeed,” 
| faſt as a Church was I, anſwered Laura; 
| for I know nothing of Love, I am content 
with my Station, a better Miſtreſs than 
mine there is not in all Spain, not a Day 
paſſes without her giving me ſomething or 
other; then Miſs , but Laura's intended 
Panegyric was interrupted by Leoncra's 
ſtarting out of Bed, and crying out, What's 
that I hear. Oh! *tis certainly his Voice, 
it is, it is! Will my Sorrows never know 
an end? Let's haſten to his Help ; then 
throwing a long Mantle over her, ſhe 
flies to a Door of the Garden, of which 
ſhe had a Key. Though the Spaniſh 
Women are under ſuch extreme Con- 
ſtraints, the young Quality have a ſepa- 
rate Apartment, and when once the rigid 
Duegnas. are retired, the waiting Maids 
do as their Ladies would have them, with F 
out Queſtions or Remonſtrances. Laura 
; followed her Miſtreſs, in a EJight which 
thewed ſhe preferred Diligence to Dreſs. 
Now they had reached the Street, one 
full of the moſt excruciating Fears, the 
other laughing immoderately, at a time, 
when any other would have ſhuddered. 
Leonora 


ENTEATAINMENTS. 3 
Leonora haſtened towards the Place where 
ſhe ſtill heard that dear Voice, but her 
Trepidation was ſuperſeded by another 
Paſſion, a Man ruſnhed on her and thruſt- 
ing a Handkerchief into her Mouth 
dragged her to a Coach, which ſtood 
ready. Laura meeting with the like 
rough Treatment, it at firſt damped her 
Sprightlineſs, bur on finding herſelf hud- 
led into the ſame Coach with her dear 
Miſtreſs, ſhe could not forbear ſome 
touches of Pleaſantry on an ber 
naturally ſo alarming- 

The rapid Swiftneſs of the Horſes ſe- 
conded the Ardour of the Conductor of 
this Attempt, and they had tid a great deal 
of Ground, when the Horſes at an unſea- 
ſonable Laſh grew unruly, and overturned 
the Coach; by which Leonora received . 
Contuſion in her Head; but, as in Miſ- 
fortunes there is ever ſome alleviating 
Circumſtance, ſo this Diſaſter Tuckily hap- | 
pened near the ſeat to which Leonora was 
to be carried. Her Depreſſion was fuch 
that ſhe wanted Spirits to reje& the Hand 
of one of the Raviſhers, whilſt his 
Friend's complaiſant Offers met with a 
ready conformity from the ſportive Laura. 
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4 CounTRY EveNniNGS 
and thus moving on, in a profound Si- 
| | lence, they arrived at the Seat, all out- 
| .wardly in the ſame Condition, wet through, 
| and benumbed with cold, but their Minds 
agitated with very different Emotions. With 
much Joy were they received, and Leonora 
being led into a Chamber magnificently 

furniſhed, three young Women' imme- 

diately brought her Aſſortments of the 

C1 - ._ Fowl dreſſed her wound, and put 
her into a warm Bed. Suitable Care was 

alſo taken of Laura, but ſhe, after a 
ſhort nap, roſe and deſired: to fit in her 

Lady's Room and wait her waking. 

Let us now return to Madrid, and 
take a View of the face of Affairs there. 
The Outcries which had rouſed Leonora, 
awakened alſo her aged Father Don Aar, 
who inſtantly called, Up all of ye, go ſee 
what's the Matter, there's Miſchief in the 
Street; it was not long before one of his 
"Servants came in, with theſe Word: 

Sir, juſt before the Door lies a Gentle- 
man all over Blood and ſeemingly at his 
+ laſt gaſp, I wiſh it be not Don Pedro d' 
* Aguilar, Don Pedro, cried the old Gen- 
tleman in an Agony, bring him up into 
this Room, and let a Surgeon be ſent for 
this 


* 


1 K . 
7 * ON PEO © | #- x7 - % e 8 l Fe TIT So 0 

* * ee.” l ow 5 8 2 r * __ N 2 — PATE; - Pp r 47 

\ 2 . « fd I —_— © - = ou G ia. a 7 n * —— + a6 : — 

n 8 FL 2 JJC ²˙ ˙̃ — oo 


2. 3 

1 4 18 * 1 . 

ee FP 8 
r l . 3 


fn 


mu ** 


1 5 
+ Al —_—, p "—_— EY 
_— 


N A 23 


* 
On ow 
4 
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this Moment. His Lamentations over 
the wounded Gentleman are not to be 
expreſſed, and, indeed, to all outward 
Appearance he ſeemed irrecoverable. Had 
it it been his own Son he could not have 
been more affected. A Surgeon, after ex- 
amining and dreſſing his Wounds, directed 
that every Thing about him ſhould be ſtill, 
and he himſelf forbid to ſpeak, adding 
that the following Day would, in a great 
Meaſure, ſhew, whether he was for Liſe 
or Death. Don Pedro being ſomething 
recovered from the Deliquium 'occafioned 
by the great loſs of Blood, ſaid to an At- 
tendant, pray, where am I, what Place 
is this? Be eaſy, anſwered Leonora's Father, 
were you in your own Houſe, you would 
not be taken more Care of, compoſe your 
felf, it is the Surgeon's Directions that at 
ſhould not ſpeak. 


Now radiant roſe the powerful Naos of 
Rejoicing in the Eaſt. | 


Yet did not the gladdening Sun diſperſe. 
all the Horrors of this direful Night. Leo-/ 
nora's Governeſs miſſing her precious 
. ran about _ las 101 


B 3 Raving 
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Raving with all the tranſports of te 


She wept, ſhe beat her Breaſt, oa tore her Hair, 


Leonora, Leonora, where is my deareft 
Lady—alas! I cannot bear Life—Leo- 
acra—oh ſome treacherous Wretch 


Don Alvar, at theſe Bewailings, goes up 


to his Daughter's Chamber, and ſeeing 


neither her, nor her Maid, paternal Fond- 


neſs is turned to Rage, he breaks out into 
a torrent of Imprecations, concluding ſhe 


had brought a ſtain on his Family; but 


the Hour of the King's Levee drawing 
near, it was abſolutely neceſſary to ſuſpend 
his Concern. for his loſt Daughter and 
aſſaſſinated Friend. He goes to the Eſ- 
curial where his Majeſty then reſided, 
and the firſt Perſon he meets is Don Ramir 
a Aguilar, Father to Don Pedro; they had 
gone through their academical Exerciſes, 
and made two or three Campaigns toge- 
ther, that, on Occcaſion, they might 
ſerve their Country in a military Capacity, 
and the Emulation fo uſual among Cour- 
tiers. had never tainted their Friendſhip ; 
their intereſt with the King, they made 
uſe of 6 of each other. 

| This 
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This was a moſt melancholy Meeting, 
Don Ramir's Grief for his Son's Danger 
was greatly heightened by his Friend's 


Agony for the loſs of his Daughter, but 


regard to the Place, checked all violent 
Effuſions of Paſſion! Your Daughter has 
ſuddenly diſappeared, and my Son lyes 
at your Houſe dangerouſly - wounded | 
Whence this double Calamity? All 
Madrid will be full of it; the beſt we can 
do, is to obviate any disfavourable Im- 
preſſions which may be made on the King; 
let us implore the Exertion of his Juſtice, 
and join our Endeavours to find out your 
Daughter and ſave my Son's Life. Then 
Don Alvar related to Don Ramir what he 
knew of this myſterious Event. 

Whilſt engaged in mutual Condoldnces, 
Notice was given them that the King was 
awake; they went into the Bed-Chamber. 
His Majeſty immediately perceived the 
diſorder in their Minds, and having a 
great eſteem for them, aſked the Occaſion. 
You lee, Sire, anſwered Don Alvar, two 
wretched Fathers; laſt Night my Daugh- 
ter was carried off out of my Houſe, and 
my worthy Friend's Son is deſperately 
wounded; but what aggravates our Mis- 


1 fortune, 
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fortune, is that the Perpetrators of theſe 
Villainies are unknown; you may depend, 
replied the King, on my endeavours to 
bring them to Juſtice. Theſe Words were 
ſcarce out of the Royal Mouth when 
Don Juan de Mendoſa came in, and ſeeing 
who were with the King, ſaid, Sire, theſe 
Gentlemen, come for Juſtice, and 1 for 
Mercy; one of my Domeſticks informs 
me that it is my Son who has wounded 
the Son of one of them, and carried off 
the Daughter of the other, but whither 


he has betaken himſelf, on my Honour I 
know not. How! interrupted the King, 


with an awful Frown, your Son has com- 


mitted two ſuch Fats! were it not for 


your Age and your Services to the State, 
you ſhould be the Pledge for his appear- 


ance; away and find him out, and never 


offer to ſee my Face till he be ſecured, 


At the next Viſit of the Surgeons 


Don Pedro's Symptoms appeared very fa- 
vourable, and a liecle Time brought his 
Wounds into ſuch a fair way, that the 


Surgeon engaged in a Month or | fix 


Weeks time he would be his own Man 
again, 


On 
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On the other Hand, Leonora, after ſome 
Hours of involuntary Sleep, obtruded 
upon her by extreme Laſlitude, awaked 
with a deep Sigh, on which Laura went 
to her Bed-fide, and ſeeing Grief deeply 
impreſſed on all her Lineaments, and 


1 Tears ſtreaming from her Eyes, ſaid to 


her: That you have cauſe do grieve 1 
* own, but for our bleſſed Lady's ſake do 
* not give way to Exceſs, all the Tears 
© in the World will not carry you back 
again to Madrid; if you are not at 
* Home, you are in a Houſe, where you 
are treated with the greateſt Tenderneſs 
* and Regard, You have indeed been 
* forcibly carried off; and is there any 
* thing ſo horrible in that, it has been 
* the caſe of many a fair Lady, the Man- 
* danes, the Clelias, the Cleopatra's, and 
many other Princeſſes, were ſerved ſo; 
*and if your Adventures begin like 
thoſe of ſuch Heroines, let us hope, 
that the end will not be leſs happy; 
* come, my dear Lady, behave like your- 
* ſelf, Deſpair never mends matters, and 
* the condition I ſee you in quite unfits 
me ſor contriving * means ſor your 
« Deliverance.” 
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It was not ſoon that Leonora was 

brought to any tolerable degree of Sere - 
pity, but, at length, ſne ſo far got the 
better of herſelf, as to admit of a Viſit 
from the Lady of the Houſe, whom ſhe 
had not yet ſeen! If Donna Maria was 
charmed with Leonora, ſhe was equally 
taken with Donna Maria, and as 

Great Souls by Inſtinct to each other turn, 

Demand Alliance, and in Friendſhip burn; 

Theſe two amiable Perſons entered into 
mutual confidence; the firſt in opening her 
Heart, was Donna Maria, Leoncra having 
deſired her to let her know to whom ſhe 
wasobliged for ſuch extraordinary Civilities; 
my Hiſtory, Madam, faid ſhe, has nothing 
worth your Curioſity, all the Incidents of 
it are really low and common; and it is 
only in compliance with your kind Deſire 
lat T enter on it; 

My Father's name was Don Lewis de 
 Zaerga; thinking himſelf ill uſed by the 
Emperor Charles the Fifth, after his re- 
turn from the unſucceſsful Expedition of 
Hgiers * „he determined to reſign his Poſts, 

quit 


This eee Expedition was undertaken in 


the. Year 1541, in. order to chaſtiſe Barbareſſa and 


Put 
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quit the Court, and ſpend the remainder 
of his Life amidſt the tranquillity of the 
Country, ſoon after this Retirement, my 
Mother died, and I was yet but a Child. 
My Father made the Cultivation of my 
Infancy his chief Care, and he who had 
ted on Regiments to Battle, would fit with 
a Child in his Lap teaching me to read, 
and divert me as a Play- fellow of my own 
Age; I learnt every thing becoming my 
Birth, and all under my Father's Eye; 
to this very Day the Court is a Place un- 
known to me. Born and bred up in 
the Country, the Country is the whole 
World. to me. 


put a ſtop to the continual Hoſlilities committed by 
the Algerines on the Coaſt of Spain. 'The Emperor's 
Forces conſiſted of about Four Hundred Ships great 
and ſmall, and z2,c00 regular Troops of ſeveral 
Nations, which he landed; and laid Siege to'4lpier:,: 
but by the Reſolution. of the Inhabitants, and eſpeci- 
ally a Storm in which their Fleet ſuffered exceed- 
ingly, one Hundred and Fifty Ships and near Twenty 
Gallies with all the Men, Artillery and Lading went: 
to the Bottom, which, with the Diſtreſs of the Army, 
obliged the Emperor to raiſe the Siege, and in his 
return a ſecond Storm diſperſed his Fleet, not without 
the loſs of ſome Ships: however if Charles was un- 
ſucceſsful, his Behaviour was ſuch as may be ſaid to! 
Have deſerved the moſt brillant Succeſs; 


About 
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About this time Don Juan d' Avaros 
was diſgraced by Philip the Second, and 


. retired to a Houſe in the Neighbourhood 


of ours, he had a Son nearly of my Age; 
our Fathers having been old Friends and 
their common Sufferings drawing the tyes 
of their Amity ſtill cloſer, they agreed to 
perpetuate it, and unite the Families by 
a Marriage between Don Franciſco Don 
Juan's Son and me. At the beginning of 
our Acquaintance I had thought him a 
very pretty accompliſhed young Gentle- 


man, and it ſeems my Perſon had not 
appeared diſagreeable to him, that the 


knowledge of this Match, filled us both 
with Joy, and each Family ſhewed their 


Approbation by their fplendid Appearance 
at the Ceremony! It is now I believe four 


or five Years that we have been married, 
and every Day the Hours have danced 
| away with Down upon their Feet, he never 


has given me any cauſe of Uneaſineſs and 
T have always conſulted his Satisfaction. 
As for our dear Fathers they died within 


a little time of each other; my Huſband, 


from the King's Temper, a Prince who 


\- Knows not what it is to forgive, concluding 
that it would be in vain to ſollicit Prefer- 


ment, 
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ment, determined to ſit down quietlyi in the 
Country, and it was no ſmall pleaſure to 
him, that I readily acquieſced in a con- 
tinued Receſs, without the moſt diſtant 
hint of any Defire to ſee the World; ſurely 
never Mortal was more ſurpriſed than I, 
when one Day he aſked me what I 
thought of going to five nearer Madrid? 
a Friend of mine, ſaid he, has a very 
handſome Houſe near that City and would 
not be unwilling to exchange it againſt 
ours, I anſwered, you know, that agree- - 
able to my Duty, I have always made ita 
Pleaſure to ſuit my Will and Diſpoſitions 
to yours; and do not take it amiſs, if 
I aſk you, as we are uſed to the Air and 
Situation of our Houſe, and it being, as 
xt were, our native Place, whether we 
may find the like Pleaſure and Com- 
placency in that of your Friend? Seeing 
however, that it would be agreeable 
to him J immediately dropped all Ex- 
poſtulations, and heartily aſſured him of 
my conſent, and I would not even fo 
much as go and ſee it, till the Exchange 


was ſigned and ſealed; and this very 
Houſe, where you are Madam, is the 
Place. Some accident or other, which 1 


know 
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know nothing of, brought about an un- 
common Intimacy between my Huſband, 
5 and Don Bernard de Mendeſa; but here 
he was every Day, and Don Franciſco 
told me Yeſterday, that he had requeſted 
of him, to harbour a young Lady, 
with whom he was paſſionately enamour- 
ed, though net without the happineſs of 
being acceptable ; that her Pareats oppoſ- 
ng the Match, ſhe had agreed to an Offer 
ol his to deliver her from their Tyranny, 


at all Hazards. Moſt wicked Falſity, 


interrupted Leonora! My Huſband added, 


that as he could not be here himſelf, he 


begged that I would perform the Honours 


of the Houſe; every Reafon did I call in 


to diſſuade him from a Procedure, cul- 
pable in itſelf, and which might have 
very bad Conſequences; but he ſilenced 
me with theſe Words, I have given my 
Word, and there is no drawing back; 
you ſee, Madam, that the tenour of my 
Life does not exceed what I told. you, 
give me leave to deſire that I may know 
who you are; if I have” failed in the Re- 
ſpect due to you, I aſk pardon, and ſhall 


ſtrive amply to repair my Fault, when 
1 have a more particular knowledge 
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Madam, I canot refuſe you any thing; my 
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deſerts of mine, replies Leonora, I rely on 
the goodneſs of your Heart, that the 
recital of a Life more marked with Croſſea 
than yours, will not make you repent of 
your Courteſy to me; and that you will 
not look upon me, as a Wretch whoſe 
Misfortunes are contagious; my preſent 
Situation, eſpecially, ſhould make me wiſh 
myſelf unknown to every Creature, yet, 


Family, on which I ſhall be very ſhort, 
is inferior to few in Spain; and the be- 
haviour of my Anceſtors in the Mooriſi 
wars do it great honour. My great Grand- 
father commanded at the famous Siege 
of Oran, my Grand- father faithfully 
attended the Emperor Charles the Fifth 
iy all his Expeditions; and that Prince 
s pleaſed alſo to take advantageous 
— — of my Father. Amidſt your Coun- 
try Solitude, Madam, you cannot but have 


* See a long Account of this Siege in the Life of 
Cardinal A7menes; the Spaniard; either through Rage 
at the- obſtinate Reſiſtance of the Place, or through. 
religious Bigotry, put the Inhabitants to the Sword, 
which. Cruelty was no ſooner known at Tremeſen, than 
all the Chriſtians throughout the Kingdom, were 
— without diſtinction of Age, Sex or Station. 


heard 
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heard of Cbarles's extraordinary reſigna- 


tion of the Empire to his Brother Ferdinand, 
and Spain to his Son Philip; this Monarch 
is of a very different turn from his Father, 
and values himſelf on being what is called, 
a deep Politician: His evenneſs of Temper 
is really aſtoniſhing; when an account was 
brought him of the famous Victory at Le- 
panta, where a natural Brother of his, called 
Don Jobn of Auſtria, totally defeated the 
Turkiſh Fleet, all he ſaid was: Don Fab» 
run a great Riſque, and went on reading 
the Life of his Father, which he then 
had in his Hands. 

What he ſaid on the Loſs of the for- 


midable Fleet ſent againſt England, was 


pretty much of a Piece: I ſent my Fleet 
ont againſt Ships and Men, and not againſt 
Minds and Recks. * Excuſe theſe particu- 
lars; I mention them onlyto give you ſome 


idea of the King's Temper; but, a more 


This. Monarck's Patience was no leſs remarkable 
in private Life: He had ſat up the whole Night with 
a Secretary in drawing up a long Letter to the Pope 


of great importance; but when the Secretary had 


finiſhed the Copy, inſtead of Sand he poured Ink on 
it, now, ſaid Philip, go home to your Ref, and we will 
yy it over again in the Dax. 
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4 eie implacable Man never lived; if 


once he imbibes an ill Opinion of any one, 
4 that Perſon's'Ruin is certain; nay, the 
Children ſuffer for the Faults, often only 
IJ ſuppoſed, of their Fathers, and his own 
Son could not meet with any Clemency | 
3 from him, as you will, with Amaſement,. — 


hear in the ſequel of my Narrative. | 
Don Alvar de Medina Sidonia, to whom 
love my Birth, had married an Heireſs 
of the Houſe of Guzman. The firſt 
Fruit of this marriage was a Son, now an 
Officer in the Army employed againſt the 
Flemiſh Rebels +. My Name is Leonora 
Pbilippina, and the King himſelf was my 

Z God-father. My Mother's extreme fond- 
neſs induced her to ſpare” no trouble in 
the Cultivation of my younger Tears; 
and rather to pleaſe her, than that they 

really thought ſo, every one who ſaw me 
2X cried me up as a Nonpareil for Wit and 
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X * Originally called Cat or Goodman, of Gothic de- 
ſcent and one of the moſt illuſtrious in all Spain. - 
XF + + The generous Inhabitants of that Country, now 
called the ſeven united Provinces, who in the Year 
1759, formed an Union in defence of their Liberties 
againſt the tyranny of Spain, and after a War of near 
a hundred Years were acknowleged a free * 
* State. 


Beauty. | 
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Beauty. Ion ſuch Compliments ele- 
vated me, and very aſſiduous was I, by 
+ every proper way, to deſerve them. It 
was not long before I had more convinc- 
ing Proofs of my large ſhare of female 
Merit, in the paſſionate Addreſſes of many 
Noblemen; but whether it was indifferency, 
or conformity to my experienced Mother's 
Leſſons and Injunctions, all the Incenſe 
profuſely offered to me by my Votaries, 
made little or no impreſſion on me. The 
time came when my Inſenfibility melted, 
and deference to maternal Documents was 
extinguiſhed by a tumultuous Paſſion. 
' Philip had negotiated a Marriage be- 
tween Ekzabeth of France, and his Son 
Don Carlos, but on her arrival in Spain, 
the Heart of that phlegmatic Prince was 
inflamed with her Beauty and he married 
her himſelf; a ſignal Inſtance that, 


— To be wiſe and love, 
Is hardly granted to the Gods above. 


T he Infant's * inamoured Mind, calm 
Region once and full of peace, now teſt and 


Tube Name of the King of Spain's younger Sons; 
the eldeſt doing diſtinguiſhed by the title of EI Pris- 


cipe. 


Aa m. 


turbulent, 
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urbulent, plunged him into an abyſs of 


| Þ Evils; his lovely Bride, he could not bear 


to ſee his Step · Mother; his extatic Ideas 
of ſuch a bliſsful Marriage, had worked 
up his Paſſions to uncontroulable Vehe- 
mence. The King did me the Honour 
to pitch on me for one of the Maids of 
Honour; my Aunt had been already 
made Miſtreſs of che Robes, and by her 
kindneſs, with the Amuſements of a Court 
Life, and a little Complacency in being 
X nominated to ſuch a Poſt, ſoon diſperſed: 
my Grief for the loſs of a valuable Mo- 
ther. Her Majeſty treated me with fuch 
diſtinguiſhing Goodneſs, that it raiſed a 
manifeſt Jealouſy among the Rank to 


which I belonged; and I, to prevent any | 


ill Conſequences, carried it with the moſt 
Y endearing Courteſy to them and others, 
and to many did ſome kind Offices, by my ſu- 
perior Intereſt with her Majeſty, that their 
Combination againſt me ſoon took a pro- 
4 pitious turn. 

Bauch was my Situation, when Orderowere 


1 iſſued for a Bull-feaſt, the Splendour of 


which ſurpaſſed any thing of the kind 
ever ſeen in Spain. From the Queen's 
own Hands the Vidor was to receive the 
1 Prize, 
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Prize, her Picture ſet in Diamonds. My 1 


Poſt intitled me to a Seat in her Gallery. 


The Cavaliers, indeed, ſhewed a very 
ſpirited Emulation, of which Love ap- 
parently was the Motive“, but at length * 
the Honour of the Triumph lay between 
two, Don Bernard de Mendoza, and Don 
Pedro de Aguilar; the former aſſailing the 
Bull with more Courage than Prudence, 
was thrown to the Ground, and certainly 
would have been killed had not Don Pedro 
flew to his Aſſiſtance, and diſpatched the 
Bull. Though I knew neither, but by the 
Shouts of the People, repeating their Lames 
with loud Applauſe. I own Don Pedros in- 
trepid Generoſity, in attacking ſuch a fierce 


nn times of Chivalry the Knights 
Won all their Ladies Hearts in Fights; 
And cut whole Giants into Frittery, 
- To put them into amorous Twitters; 
Whoſe ſtubborn Bowels ſcorn'd to yield, 
Until their Gallants were half kill'd : 
But when their Sides were drubb'd ſo ſore, 
They durſt not wooe one Combat more, 
The Ladies Hearts began to melt, 
Subdu'd with blows their Lovers felt. 
So Spaniſh Heroes, with their Lances, 
At once wound Bulls, and Ladies Fancies. 
And he acquies the nobleft Spouſe 


oP wa greateſt Herds of Cows. HUI As. | 
| Creature, | 


RS As os F 
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reature, prepoſſeſſed me in his Favour, and 
exceedingly,rejoiced was I at his Succeſs. 
UHe preſented himſelf on his Knees before 
the Queen, who, to the Prize added a 
gracious Compliment, at which ſhe bad a. 
3 moſt admirable Talent. Whilſt the Queen 
4 vas ſpeaking to him, he caft a Look at 
me. Oh Look fatal to my Repoſe! 


A Change ſo ſwiſt what Heart did ever feel! 

ll then became the Prey of a melan- 

Fcholy Penſiveneſs; it affected my Temper; 
Imy Complexion grew wan, and I fell away + 
to a Shadow. My Royal Miſtreſs was ; 
X A oncerned at it, the young Court Ladies 
& 


onſcious of my ſuperiority in point of 
Beauty, made it a Matter of Pleaſantry, 
and I was perfectly angry with myſelf; 
yet for all that others could ſay to me, 
or my own Reaſonings, I continued in the 
Flame mopiſh Condition. 

In the mean time, no conſideration 
could abate Don Ca#les's Paſſion for 
che Queen. There was no ſpeaking to 
her, and I really believe it was more 
than he could have done; for though ke 
had all the Heat and Vehemence of in- 
dulged Youth, the fight of Eliſabeth 


ſtruek 


8. 
„ 


Don Carlos 
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ſtruck him with an awful Timidity. One 
Day meeting me alone, young Lady, ſays 
he, Don Carlos requeſts your Pity; ſhew- 
ing ſome ſurpriſe at theſe Words from 
ſuch a Perſon, do not be uneaſy, your 
Heart is out of the Queſtion; many of 
your Sex indeed, would not reliſh my 


frankneſs, imagining themſelves the Objects 


of univerſal Homage, but beſides the 
goodneſs of your Heart, you, I know, 

ate far from that fantaſtic Self. conceit. 
In a Word, ſweet Lady, it is your Me- 
diation which I requeſt: I ſhall owe my 
Life to you, if you will be pleaſed only 
to tell the Queen that the unfortunate. 
Sir, interrupted J, ſuch 
a Meſſage would by no means become 
me, and as little does it to offer you any 
Advice: Forgive, therefore my freedom 
in telling you, that you ſhould ſtifle a 
Paſſion which diſturbs your whole Life, 
and never can ſucceed; beſides the King's 
inflexible Temper and the Queen's nice 
ſenſe of Decency, which would not allow 


her to give you a Hearing, Nature and 


Virtue oppoſe your Sentiments; and to 
Virtue, every Deſire, every Enjoy ment 
e ſacrificed; there lies our 


Happineſs 
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Happineſs and Tranquillity: Your Secret 
however ſhall not be diſclofed by me, 
and I wiſh that all whom you have in- 
truſted with it, may prove equally true; 
but give me leave to add, that- the King 
is ſuſpicious, you are not without Ene- 
mies, your Behaviour is watched, and 
my Fears for you are greater than it may 
be prudent to expreſs. Your Fears! an- 
ſwered the Prince haſtily, what can you 
imagine more dreadful to me, than not 
to be beloved by the Queen? Is it not 
even out of my Power ſo much as to ler 
her know my Paſſion ? As to my Father's 
putting me to death, a thouſand Lives 
would I willingly reſign for one favourable 
Look—for God's ſake, Sir, interrupted I 1 
again, let us break off, ſhould we be over 
heard or ſeen, it would be certain Ruin 
to us both. The unfortunate Prince did 
not conform to my Advice and his fatal 
Paſſion for the Queen reached A 
who, as 


Love and a Crown no walli can bear, 


under colour of the Prince's turbulent 
Diſpoſition, and his importunate ſolicita- 
tion for the command of the Army acting 
1 a gainſt 
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againſt the Rebels of the Low- Countries, 
firſt put him under a very ſevere Confine- 
ment, where a flow Poiſon was mixed 
with his Food, and even rubbed on his 
Clothes and Linen; however no effect 
of this atrocious Practice declaring itſelf, 


and the King's Jealouſy being impatient, 


it was notified to the unhappy Prince that 
he muſt chuſe in what manner he would 


die; and this was to be blooded to death 


in a warm Bath; after ſome religious Cere- 
monies, the Prince with moreof Reſentment 
than Fear in his Deportment, went into 


the Bath, and the Veins of his Arms and 


Legs being opened, he defired to be left 


with only one Attendant, and gradually 
expired with the Queen's Picture in his 
Hands, and his Eyes continually fixed on 
it. You may perhaps not have heard of 


the uncommon Regard which the City of 


Madrid paid to him, requeſting of Hu 
King that they might bear the Expence 
of his Funeral, which was very ſplendid, 


with the following Epitaph. 7 the 


_ *© ſacred Memory of Charles Prince of | both» 


„Spains, of tbe two Sicilies, of the Bel - 


- .+ gick and Ciſalpine Gauls, Heir to the 
1 netv- ** World, incomparable for greatneſs 


«XY 
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« of Soul, Liberality, and Love of Trut . 
It was remarked that the King ſaw the 
Proceſſion from a Window of his Palace, 
and ſhewed no more concern than if a 
Regiment of his Guards had been march- 
ing by. 

Don Bernard, had not been 0 taken up 
with the Deſire of gaining the Prize of 
the Bull - feaſt as not to caſt an Eye to- 
wards the Queen's Gallery. His Heart 
was then free, and unhappily for me, 1 
was the fair one, as the Men's Phraſe is, 
to whom he determined to offer up his 
Liberty. 

Notwithſtanding the ſtriet Guard and 
Conſtraint obſerved in the Palace of our 
Queen, he found means to procure a 
Confident there, and one Night near 
Bed - time, to my Surpriſe I perceived on 
my Pillow a Letter, which, imagining it to 
be conveyed thither by an artifice of Don 
Pedro, I haſtily opened, but how great 
was my Vexation and Reſentment at find- 
ing theſe Words: 


Vor. I. -C  Mavpan, 
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- Mavan, | Tr 
Saw you on the Day of the Bull- 
feaſt, and to me you appeared the 
6 — lovely Perſon in the World; the 
Luſtre of your Charms from my dazled 
Eyes inſtaatly paſſed to my Heart; and 
© to this Diſorder in me Don Pedro owed 
© his Victory, not leſs than to his perſonal 
Courage. But, Madam, I was to be 
* vanquiſhed and to wear Chains, and 
© thanks to Love that it is your Chains 
L am to wear. The ardour of my Paſſion 
© will not permit me to defer .making 
bit known to you; never did Love riſe 
© higher, but never was there a more 
© adorable Object. My Birth, the Wealth 
and Intereſt of my Family I will paſs 


' _ ® over, Love is all that I ſhall mention 


* to you, as I would owe your precious 
Heart to yourſelf alone; on your An- 
ſwer depends the Life or Death of, 


D. Bernard. 


Don Bernard's Love appeared to me ſo 
tull of „ and his manner of de- 
claring 
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claring i it is preſumptuous, that T at firſt 
conceived a low Opinion of him, but his 
Hft Action has kindled in me an eternal 
Hatred: one thing, indeed, which put me 
the more out of humour was: that a Man 
totally indifferent to me, ſhould run ſuch 
Riſks to acquaint me of his Love; whilſt 
Don Pedro, whoſe Janguiſhing Looks 
had mer with ſuch ſympathizing returns 
from me, ſhould give himſelf no further 
Concern. This vexed me extremely; and 
I was for diſcharging my Chamber - maid, 
Don Bernard's Confident, but reflecting 
that it might be productive of diſagreeable 
Conſequences, I contented myſelf with re- 
primanding her; Madam, anſwered ſhe, 
trembling, I was in the wrong, but Don 
Bernard aſſured me with a poſitive Air, that 
I had nothing to fear, and that you would 
not be offended at it; and I proteſt to 
you, Madam, that Don Pedro has been 
very preſſing with me for a like Service, 
and even with ſome pieces of Gold in his 
Hand. So, ſaid I, what you refuſed Don 
Pedro, you was ealily perſuaded to by 
Don Bernard. Ah, Madam, another 
Blunder I own, however, with your leave, 


S 42 I will 
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I will ſoon ſet things to rights My 
|| ferment was ſuch, that I made her no 
1 anſwer, but ſhe taking my Silence for 
cConſent, within three Days, I received a 
IF Letter from Don Pedro, and by her art- 
4 ful Management, I appeared to act no 
manner of part in it, If Don Bernard's 
Letter was inſulting, that of Don Petro 
Was ſubmiſſive, the Expreſſions lively, 
elegant and | impaſſioned. —But, Ma- 
j dam, I dwell too long on Trifles, it is 
the weakneſs of our Sex to delight in 


1 relating the mighty effects of their Beauty. 
The Deceaſe of my gracious Queen “, 


occaſioned my return to my Father's 
Houſe, 


Il | * Of this virtuous and beautiful Princeſs's end the 
l following Account was collected from ſeveral Authors. 
'F A few Months after the Prince's death, the 
78 Dutcheſs of 4/va came one Morning into the Prin- 
ceſs's Bed-Chamber with ſome Phyſic in her Hand 
| and offered it to her Majeſty, the Queen told her ſhe 
'F was very well, ſhe had no occaſion for it, and would 
not take it ; the Dutcheſs infiſted on her taking it, and 
| the Queen refuſing it, the noiſe of their Debate 

[ brought in the King, he being only in the next 
| Chamber. At firſt he ſcemed to blame the Dutcheſs 
for her obſtinacy and want of reſpect to the Queen, 


'F but ſhe repreſenting to him that the Potion had been 
Wi recom- 


7 
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Houſe, where I had been ſcarce a Week 
when Don Alvar, coming into my Cham- 
ber told me that Don Bernard yas paſſion- 
ately in Love with me, and had made a 
formal Overture for Marriage; this Alli- 
ance, continued my Father, has ſuch an 
advantageous Proſpect, that I was near 
giving my Word, but would not proceed 
fo far without your Conſent, though I make - 
no doubt but you look. upon it with the 
ſame Eye. I anſwered only with Tears, 
at which he was ſurpriſed, but with 2 
truly paternal Tenderneſs aſſured me that 
he would never ſo much as hint it to me 
again, and would immediately go and thank 


* 


recommended to her by the Phyſicians in order to 
promote her Majeſty's happy Deliverance, ſne being 
at that time far advanced in her Pregancy, to ſuch 
Authority the King yielded, ſaying very gently to the 
Queen, This Medicine will do you great good, Sweet- 
heart, it is the Advice of the Phyficians, you muſt by 
all means take it. Since it is your Pleaſure, anſwered 
ſhe, I will do ſo. At this he went out of the Room 
and returned a little while after dreſſed in deep Mourn- 
ing to ſee how ſhe was, but that ſame Day ſhe expired 
amidſt violent Pains and exceſſive Vomitings, che In- 
fant in her Womb was found dead and ſhrivelled, and 


all irs Scull burnt up. She was juſt twenty-three Years 
of Age, and in the higheſt perfection of Beauty. 
1890 CY. Don 
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Don Bernard, for the Honour he had in- 
tended his Family: however my Father 
readily conjectured that my Refuſal of 
one of the beſt Matches in all Spain, 
muſt neceſſarily proceed from ſome pre · 
vious Engagement. He ſiſted me, but by 
my Circumſpection and the Addreſs of my 
Maid, though Don Peidro was very often 
at our Houſe, his Father and mine being 
the beſt Friends in the World, my Father 
never knew any thing of bur Connect 
tion; I had received ſeveral of his Letters, 
to which he had my Anſwers ; at the 
Hours the leaſt ſuſpected I uſed to ſtand 
at the Lettice, where 1 had the Pleaſure 
of ſeeing him and being ſeen by him, 
Don Pedros Father and mine, as I have 
juſt now ſaid, were intimate Friends, 
but the former not being Rich and Don 
Pedro expecting a large Inheritance from 
an aged Aunt, this reſtrained him from any 
formal, Declaration until her death. 
VMy Paſſion was daily encreaſing, and 
the conſtraint in which I lived only added 
Fuel to the Fire. In the mean time 
Don Bernard, exaſperated at my Refuſal 
of him, with ſuch a er of 4 
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vantages, of which he had an arrogant 
Senſe, left no Stone unturned to find out 
the Motive. Love makes us ſupicious 
and inventive; concluding ſome Rival 
ſtood in his way, he fer Spies to work, 
and was ſo well ſerved by them, chat 
certain Intelligence was brought to him 
of Don Pedros having been ſeen at Mid- 
night about my Father's Houſe, attended 
only by one Servant. Now Don Bernard 
ſaw into the Source of his Diſappointment. 
An Emulation had taken place in the 
Breaſt of theſe two Gentlemen even in 
their Infancy, and as they grew up it had 
degenerated into Jealouſy and Pique, which 
went ſo far, that Don Bernard perceiving 
the Prince's good will towards Don Pearo, 
no longer appeared at his Court; and 
to owe his Life to his Courage, in reſcu- 
ing him from the furious Bull, rankled 
him extremely; but at this laſt Diſco- 
very, he was all in a Flame, and deter- 
mined to meaſure Swords with him the 
very next Day. - However, leſt he might 
fail in” his Revenge, he only con- 
tinued to have him narrowly watched. 
The Girl who had ſet my Commerce 

C4 ; with 
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with Don Pedro a going, having caught 
the Contagion of Love, was carried off 
dy her Gallant, which threw me in the 


Arms of her who is now in my Service, a 


drole ſharp Wench, and whoſe Hilarity 


has preſerved me from a ſettled Melan- 


choly; ſheiit is who of late has brought 


me Don Pedro's Letters and delivered 
him mine. A Spy of Don Bernard's ob- 
ſerving a certain Man often to come into 
the Street where I live, accoſted him and 


making as if he had formerly known him, 


took him into a Tavern, where he made 


him ſo drunk, that he rifled his Pockets, 


and took from him a Letter of mine to 
Don Pedro, the Subſtance of which was 


as follows, 


81 :n, 


My Father has been juſt telling me 
* ſomething which is of the utmoſt Con- 


* fequence you ſhould be informed of; 


* Don Bernard renews his Demand of 
Marriage with me, and his Father 
* has even made ſuch advantageous Pro- 
+ poſals as have ſtaggered mine: Fail not 
* at 
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at the uſual Hour to-morrow Night. 
Means muſt be taken to avoid the 
Storm which now hangs over us, 


LEONORA. 


Don Bernard, as he himſelf * owned 
to me, for it is is from him that I have 
theſe Particulars, on the Peruſal of my 
Letter, immediately turned his Thoyghts 
to make the moſt of it, either for his 
Revenge, or his Love. At firſt he was 
for ſhewing it to my Father that he 
might be appriſed of my Deſign, but it 
occurring to him that all he could pro. 
miſe himſelf from this Procedure would 
be only the giving me Pain, he cloſed 
up my Letter ſo dextrouſly, that had 
Don Pedro entertained any Surmiſe 
he would not have perceived it; it 
happened very fortunately, that the Man 
from whom it had been taken. was yet in 
a profound Sleep at the Tavern, when 
the Letter was brought back, and it. being 
ſlipt into his Pocket, be carried it without 
knowing any thing of the Trick put on 


him. Yeſterday it was ſuch dreadſul 
E —— 
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Weather, and apprehending it would con- 
tinue, I ſent Word to Don Pedro not to 
come until the next Day. I know not 
whether it was from any miſgiving or 
preſentiment of the Misfortunes hang- 
ing over me, I deſired him not to run 


any Riſque, telling him L had rather fore- 


£0 the Pleaſure of ſeeing him, than to 
bring him into the leaſt Danger; and at 
writing this, I was really ſieſed with an 
unaccountable Shuddering all over me; 
this Letter alſo fell into Don Bernard's 
Hands; but! here it was by Violence; 
chis he kept; the Meaſures which he had. 
-n hemed requiring the cloſeſt Secrecy. 
hus it happened, that amidſt ſuch ter- 
rible Wind and Rain, Don Pedro came 
to the Rendezvous alone, whilſt his Rival. 
attended by a ſetvile Friend ſet out from- 
his Houſe on foot, leaving Orders for his 
Equipage to come to kim at a certain 
Time and Place, and having poſted himſelf 
in ambuſh at a little diſtance from my. 
Window he waited till he began to. fear 
that the? bad Weather would hinder Don 
Pedro from coming. But unfortunite! 
he was miſtaken, and it being very dark 
Don: 
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Don Pedro in haſtening up to my Window 
druſhed him, and ſtepping back ſaid, Who 
is here? whoever you are you muſt take 
yourſelf away; his Voice betraying him 
Don Bernard made anſwer, It is you muſt 
take yourſelf away, unleſs you will be 
ſent out of the World; you are a dead Man 
if you do not immediately ſwear by the 
bleſſed Virgin and your Honour, that you 
renounce all elaim to Leonora. Renounce 
Leonora, replied Don Pedro, and is it you 
Don Bernard that ſuch a Demand comes 
from; lets ſee who beſt deſerves her, 
ſand to your Guard. Fheſe Words were 
ſcarce out of his Mouth when Don Ber- 
nard's Friend, or rather infamous Ruffian,. 
for Friendſhip ends where Guilt begins, 
falling on him gave him a ſevere Wound, 
Ah! Scoundrel, cried Don Pedro, have 
you your Bravo's alſo? Don Bernard avail- 
ing himſelf: of the Diſorder into which the 
firſt Wound had thrown Don Pedro, gave 
bim a ſecond, which intirely diſabled him; 
and the baſe Wretchies, after he was lying; 
defenceleſs on the Ground, each gave him 
a Stab, and were juſt making off when the 
Quteries of Don Pedro ſtruck my Ears, 


— 
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and I, alarmed at the Danger of ſuch a 
valuable Liſe, inconſiderately ran down 
into the Street, as if in ſuch a caſe I could 
be of any Service. - - 

Don Bernard knew me by the Light of 
a Taper which I had in my Hand, and 
unluckily for me his Coach, which, in 
the way to the place appointed, could not 
avoid going through our Street, paſfed 
by in the very Inſtant, and he putting 
an impious Conſtruction on what was 
mere Accident, you fee, ſays he, Madam, 


that Heaven favours my Deſign; at the 


ſame time Laura and myſelf were forcibly 
put into the Coach. Don Bernard has 
further told me that he had before de- 
termined to carry me off, and knowing 
that I uſed often to walk in my Father's 
Barden, pretty late at Night, he had 


Jaid his Plot ſo well, that his Deſign had 
taken effect only a few Days beforehand. 


He entered on a tedious train of Excuſes 
concerning the violence of his Paſſion, 
which had drove him to run ſuch Lengths, 
concluding with a thouſand Proteſtations 
of the moſt tender Love and paſſionate 


Eatreaties, that I would forgive a Crime 
Which 


ENTERTAINMENTS. 37 


which was only the Reſult of that Love; 
I vas ſo faint, dejected, and diſ- 
ordered, that he might ſay all he would 
without any anſwer from me till the 
Coach overturned; and then having no 
Spirits to attempt an Eſcape I ſuffered my- 
| ſelf to be led by him to this Houſe, 
where I little expected to have met with 
ſo generous a Friend. Such, Madam, is 
the Hiſtory you required of me, and can 
any Mortal, continued ſhe, be in a more 
dreadful condition than myſelf, Don Pedro 
perhaps is dead, and thou Leonora liveſt, 
but how—here a flood of Tears interrupted 
her Lamentations, and the joint Endea- 
vours of Donna Maria, ſeconded by Laura, 
could not in the leaſt aſſwage her Sorrows. 
Don Bernard and his Friend had returned 
to Madrid, that their Preſence might 
obviate any Suſpicion of their having a 
Hand in the Aſſaſſination of Don Pedro, 
and the carrying off Leonora; but being 
informed that thoſe Affairs had been 
reported to the King, and that he had 
ſworn the Law ſhould take its courſe, and 
Horſe-men were actually in ſearch of them, 
they kept themſelves concealed till Night, 
| when 
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when they returned to Don Franciſco's 
Houſe;.: reſolved, that if any Attempt 
ſhould be made on them there, they 
would ſell themſelves dearly, and after 
all not be taken alive. 

Laura, whoſe Zeal. for her Miſtreſs 
had been continually at work, made her 
Eſcape, and meeting with a Servant of 
Donna Maria's Huſband returning home 
with ſome ſaddle Horſes from his Maſter, 
who was gone on a Viſit of ſome Days, 
ſhe boldly laid hold of one and throwing. 
herſelf upon it, was immediately out of 
bghe, whilſt the Servant who had them 
under his Care ſtood motionleſs with 
Amazement at fo daring an Action. She 


foon reached Madrid, and little minding the 


Shouts and Gybes of the People galloped: 


along the Streets till ſhe came to Don 
Alvar's Houſe; She at once bolted into 
the Parlour, and having informed him: 
where his Daughter was, added,. that no- 
time was to be loſt for her Deliverance, 
and if her Weakneſs,continued Laura, from. 
an effuſion of her Ardour, will not allow 
her to be removed immediately, yet her 
ſafety might be provided for by ſending; 
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proper Perſons to ſecure Don Franciſco's 
Houſe: Don Alvar, from a Pertinacity and 
Slowneſs natural to Age, anſwered * That 
her Information gave him very great Plea 
fure, that To- morrowhe would conſult with 
Don Pedro's Father what was further to 
be done, and make a report to his Majeſty 
of the Diſcovery, and requeſt of him 2 
Party of the Guards. To-morrow!] Sir, 
cried Laura, that will be ſhutting the 
Stable - Door when the Steed is ſtolen ; 
this inſtant is the time, by To-morrow 
my Miſtreſs may be dead, for beſides 
her Vexation, I left her very indifferent; 
it was in vain 3 by urge the Point 


* Our Waller in. the following excellent Lines 
attributes to Sevility Advantages . which A 
lance theſe Foibles. 4 
The Soul uith nobler Reſoluszons delt d,, 

The Body ſtooping, des hexfolf ereQ./. | 
Clouds of AﬀeQions from our younger Eyes, .- _ 
Conceal that Happineſs which Age defcries, _ 
The Soul's dark Cottage, batrer'd and decay'd,. 
Lets in new. Light, thro” Cliinks thatTime has _— 
Stronger by wWeakueſt witer Men become 
. 
Leaving the old, both Worlds at once they view,, 
Who.ſtand upon the Threſhold of che new. 4 
"I | an 
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and throw herſelf into Agonies, Don Mar 


would have his way, and dearly did he 
pay for his Poſitiveneſs. 


The firſt Tidings with which Don 


Bernard was received on his Arrival at the 
Place where he had imagined to ſecure 
his Prize, was that Laura had ſecretly 


conveyed herſelf out of the Houſe, which 
indeed a Girl of leſs Cunning than herſelf 
might have done, no care having been 
taken to watch her Motions. There is 
no expreſſing his Rage at this Event; he 
forgot all manner of Decency towards 
his Friend's Family, and ordering Horſes 


to be put to a Chariot, Leonora, faint and. 


dejected as the was, ſaw herſelf carried off 
a ſecond time; her Reſiſtance, her Tears, 
her Intreaties were loſt on Don Bernard, 
goaded on by his furious Paſſion, he 
carried her through Bye-ways to Toledo, 
where he delivered her into the care of 
an Aunt, who had all a Mother's fondneſs 
for him, and who. was no leſs overjoyed 
to give him this. Mark of her Kindnels, 
than at his placing ſuch a Confidence 
in her, promiſing him that no ſuſpicious 
PFerſon ſhould ever ſet à Foot in her 


Houſe. 


. 
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Houſe. Naturally, it would be concluded 
that Leonora could not but ſink under 
ſuch a complication of Misfortunes and 

Fatigues, yet her Love for Don Pearo 
buoyed her up, and being well read in 
Hiſtory, many chearing Inſtances occurred 
to her, that the following Sentence of the 
pious Sage is no leſs true than ſublime. 


Though vex'd vitk Ils and exercis'd with Care, 
Vet never let the noble Mind deſp air; 
When. preſs d by Dangers and beſet with Fc oes, 
The Gods their timely Succours interpoſe, 

And vhen our Virtue ſinkso er whelm'd with Grief, 


By unforeſeen Expedients bring Relief, 


Some Days after her removal to T e 
by the Tenderneſs and Courteſy with 
which Don Bernard's Aunt treated her, 
her Health began to mend, her Indigna- 
tion to ſubſide, and ſhe became quite ſerene 
under a Confinement which at firft had 
ſeized her with Horrour. | 

Don Bernard having thus diſpoſed. of 
the Object of his ungovernable Love, 
conſulted his Safety by making the beſt 
of his way for Flanders, attended by his 
Friend, the Aſſociate in all his late Ad- 

ventures, 
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ventures; and as they both were Perſons 


of a promiſing Appearance and Addreſs, 
Prince William of Naſſau received them 
with open Arms, and gave them Com- 
miſſions. Laura proved in one ſenſe a 
true Propheteſs; the Day after, Guards 
were indeed ſent to inveſt Don Frauciſco's 
Houſe, but it was too late, Leonora being 
no where to be found; this was a Heart 
breaking to the aged Don Alvar, both 
on account of his Daughter and the 
Honour of his Houſe, of which the Spa- 
niards are fo commendably jealous. Donna 
Maria, who it was hoped would have been 
frightened into a full Conſeſſion at the 
bght of armed Men abruptly queſtioning 
andthreateningherwith a Priſon, anſwered 
every thing wich ſuch Sagacity and Com- 
poſure as cleared her to the entire ſatis- 
faction even of thoſe who were moſt con- 
cerned in the Diſcovery of Leonora 
a Gentleman, ſaid ſhe, an utter Stranger 
to me, came to my Houſe with his Spouſe, 
and deſired, their Coach having broke 


down going to Madrid, that I would be ſo 


kind as-to admit her to remain with me a 
ſew Hours. My Huſband was not at home 
425101 9 b and 
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and I ſhould have thought it, if it had 
been my caſe, very hard- bearted to 
have been refufed Shelter in ſuch an Exi- 
gency; Ion, when I ſaw the jmpatient 
Hurry with which he carried away his 
Wife, though ſick with the. Fatigue. 1 
then begyn 10) ſoſpect ſome Fallacy but 
what could I do againſt the Gentleman 
and his Servants? he appęared to me to 
take the Madrid Road, and this is really 


all that I know of the Matter; if I am 


guilty let my Indiſcretion, for Gyilt: I 
knom none, be puniſhed but, Sir, I conjure 
you, continued ſhe, addreſſing berſelf to 
Don Aluar, do not involve my. Huſband 


in an Offence, of which he has not the 


leaſt knowledge. This was a Ples in 
which Reaſon. and Humazgity could not 
but -acquieſce; accordingly, Don Mvar, 
flent in his Deſpair, bowing to the Lady, 
returned to Madrid eee for ihe 
loſs. of his Daughter. 
This recent — was * 
from Dom Pedro, as the knowledge of it 
would have retarded his Recovery. One 
Day Don Alvar coming into his Chamber. 
aid to him, Des Pedra 1 have cauſe, of 


com- 
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complaint againſt you; why make a Secret 
to me of your Diſpoſition for my Daugh- 


ter? what terrible Misfortunes would your 
Declaration have ſaved her and yourſelf, 


and I ſhould not have known. this over- 
whelming Sorrow. The Man is not 


living whom T eſteem more than your 
Father, he is my moſt intimate Friend; 
as for yourſelf, I have always looked on 
you as my own Son, and had it not been 
for that Averſion from all kinds of Tyes 
and Engagements which young People ſo 
often glory in, and which you cxprefled, 
I would have been before hand with you, 
and ſo far from refuſing you my Daugh- 
ter, would myſelf have made an offer of 
her to you. Leonora, anſwered Don Pedro, 
is at onee the greateſt Beauty and beſt 
Fortune in all Spain, but it is not al- 
ways that the intereſt of Families har- 
monizes with the Sentiments of the Hearr. 
The mediocrity of my Circumſtances made 
me apprehend a Denial, and before I could 
bring myſelf to requeſt your Conſent, on 
which depends the whole Happineſs of my 
Life, I was willing to wait the Death of 
the Counteſs Zamora, by which you are 
not 
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not inſeafible a very conliderable Eſtate 
will fall to me. Ah, Don Pedro, replied 
Don Alvar, you under-rate your - own 
Deſerts, and wrong my Friendſhip to your 
Family. Let us find out Leonora, I give 
her to you; ſhe is yours; ſince ſhe has 
engaged: herſelf without my Privity, how 
happy am I, that it is with ſuch an accom- 
pliſhed Cavalier. Now Life is worth 
enjoying, replied this tranſported Lover, 
at the fame time * making an effort to 
kneel, and theſe Words put Life into me. 


I make no queſtion but the Reader will excuſe 
my introducing the following extraordinary Inſtantc 
of an effort in Sickneſs ; Leonardo da Vinei, an Italian 
Painter, is ſaid to have excelled all that went before 
him, and the Fameof his Works having gained him uni- 
verſal Applauſe, he was invited to the Court of France, 
where after ſome time, he fell fick, and Francis the 
Firſt coming to ſee him, Leonardo in acknowledgment 
of the great Honour done him raiſed himſelf in 
his Bed, the King perceiving Nature overcome by the 
Effort embraced him, and Leonardo fainting at the 
ſame inſtant expired in the Arms of that great Mo- 
narch : Truly great he was, for his Army being defeat- 
ed and he himſelf taken priſoner by Charles the 
Fifth, Emperor of Germany, inſtead of any falſe Pallia- 
tives, he ſent this conciſe Billet to his Mother, 


Madam, all is loft but my Honour, ; 
What 


46 CounTrY EveENINGSs 


What thanks can be returned for ſuch a 
raviſhing Favour! alas, replied Don Avar 
with a Sigh, poſſibly I have given you 
nothing; defer your thanks, dear Youth, 
till all Obſtacles to your Happineſs are 
removed. Tay 4 

Leonora ſtill continued at Toledo, where 
ſhe was treated ſuitable to her Birth and 
Merits; the well meaning Aunt alſo 
omitted nothing to overcome her Averſion i * 
to Don Bernard. The Place of this beau- | 


2 ox 


tiful Priſoner's Confinement was an antient 
ſtately Houſe, with a vaſt Garden laid 

out in delicious Walks and Parterres, but 
the Walls in height and thickneſs reſem- | 
bled thoſe of a Priſon, and ſpiked ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of former times 
when open Outrages were more common. 
There was no means of going out, nor of 
-any intercourſe with the Neighbourhood, 
and the Domeſticks of Don Bernard's 
| Aunt were little to be truſted. Leonora, 
however depended on the kind Interpoſi- 
tion of Providence for her Releaſement, 
in the mean time amuling herſelf with 
Reading, Embroidering, and nurſing 
Flowers; yet did not theſe yarious Em- 


ployments 
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ployments intirely preſerve her from Laſſi- 
tude, in the Morning ſhewiſhed for Night; 
and at Night for Morning. Don Bernard 
often writ to her, but without ever re- 
ceiving any Anſwer; and at length in 


reſentment of ſuch unrelenting Contempt, 
ſent her the Eee Letter, 


T is plain that all my Love "T9 you 

only ſtrengthens: your Hatred. You 
Y — to have vowed my death; but 
farewell Patience; reflect that ſighted 
Love turns to Rage, dread the Conſe: 
« quences; it is not to me alone they will 
© be fatal. If I cannot move you, it will 
© be ſome comfort to diſappoint my Rival 
of you; and you ſhall be carried to an 
Abode where an impoſſibility of ever 
* ſeeing your Country again may perhaps 
* overcome your ungrateful Haughtineſs ; 
yes, Madam, Defpair ſhall be my ruling 
« Paſſion, and fince you will not accept of 
my Affection, you ſhall feel my 
* all your Life long. 


— : j7 §ç[—ũi ood Do So Oo 
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This Letter was read to Leonora by 
Don Bernard's Aunt. What Pleaſure, 
Madam, can you take, ſays ſhe, thus to 
torture a Man who adores you; prevent 
thoſe Calamities which his Deſpair and 
your Cruelty may bring on both. Is there 
no way of ſoftening you ? Will you have 
me make over my whole Fortune to my 
Nephew ? Never will you meet with a 
more conſtant affectionate Lover. You 
are not to judge of his Heart, by what 


he has done hithzrto. His Paſſion and 


your Diſdain have hurried him, contrary 
to his natural Diſpoſition, into all theſe 
Indiſcretions. He is not without Friends, 
and the Grandeur of your Houſe is well 


known. Should you pardon him, and cloſe 


with the Overtures of his inflamed Heart, 
there will be little difficulty of appealing 


the King and your Father; but ſhould this- 


tail, Prince William of Naſſau would heap 
ſuch Favours on you in the Low Countries 
as might make you very eaſy about Spain. 
No, Madam, replied Leonora, though J 
cannot take amiſs your Pleadings for your 


Nephew, I cannot come into them; were 


Don Pears indifferent to me, Don Bernard's 
Pro- 
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Procedures ſo heinous that he will ever 
be an Object of my Contempt and Deteſ- 
tation; you may acquaint him, that, in- 
ſtead of flattering himſelf that ever I ſhall 
anſwer his brutal Love, if this Confine- 
ment ſhould laſt much longer, I am deter- 
mined to anticipate my natural Death by 
Faſting; what I ſay is the Speech of 
deliberate Thought and Reflection, and 
not prompted by a tranſitory fit of ſudden 
Anger. I hate him, and with an Abhor- 
rence, on which all your Favours, all your 
obliging Offers cannot make the leaſt 
Impreſſion; let him be aſſured, that he 
has not on Earth a more inveterate 
Enemy than myſelf ; theſe are my fixed 
Sentiments, withal, Madam, my Gratitude 
to you ſuffers no change or abatement, 
but could you not encreaſe my Obligations 
to you, and a great Encreaſe would it be, 
why perſiſt to ſerve Don Bernard in a 
Deſign, in which he will never ſucceed ? 
ſet me at liberty, ſend me back to Ma- 
drid, The greatneſs of this Favour in- 
ſures you a Gratitude without reſerve; 
I myſelf will be the firſt to ſollicit your 
Nephew's Pardon, and as for all the In- 
Juries I have ſuffered from him, when in 
Vol. I. D a Con- 
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a Condition above fearing any more, moſt 
readily will I forgive them; vain Intreaties! 


unavailing Promiſes! Too well did Don 


Bernard's Aunt love her Nephew to 
conſent to what would utterly quaſh all 
Hopes of his being one Day in Poſſeſſion 
of ſuch a charming Perſon. 

The flame of War in the mean Time 
was ſpreading in Flanders, every Day the 
number of the Rebels who had aſſumed the 
Name of Gueux augmented ; France, glad 
of ſuch an Opportunity to weaken the 
Spaniſh Monarchy, had ſent them Succours: 


The origin of this Appellation was thus: the Lord 
of Brederode and the Count of Naſſau repaired to 
Bruſſels, attended by four hundred Perſons in plain 
brown Cloaths, with wooden Spoons tied to their Hats, 
and about their Necks a gold Medal, on one fide of 
which was the King, and on the reverſe, a Wallet 
hanging down from two Hands joined, with 
this Motto: Fideies ju/qua la beſace, i. e. faithful 
theagh reduced to the Wallet. In this Garb they pre- 
ſented themſelves to the Princeſs Regent, with a Peti- 
tion for Freedom of Conſcience. After the Audience, 
the Count de Berlemont ſaid : There was nothing to be 
feared from ſuch a gang of Scoundrels, who by the 
Colour of their Cloaths, or in reality, were no better 
than Gueux, i. e. Beggars, on which the Religioniſts 
adopted that Nickname, and are diſtinguiſhed by it in 
many Hiſtories of thoſe Times. Thuanus. 01 
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On the other Hand; all the Caſtillans of 
Spirit left their Country to ſerve againſt 
them, and of all none more forward than 
Don Pedro, being now perfectly recovered. 
In an Action between two Corps of the 
two Armies, and in which were Don 
Pedro and Don Bernard, theſe two Rivals 
having eyed each other with inexprefiible 
Fury, haſtened to fatiate their Revenge, 
Is it thou, Traitor, cried Don 
Pedro, here is no Night now to favour 
thy Villainy, now thou ſhalt pay with 
thy Life, for all the Injuries thou haft 
done me; and thy Death, anſwered Don 
Bernard with no leſs Rage, ſhall make me 
ſome amends for Leonora's Contempt. His 
intrepid Deſpair was for ſometime an 
Equipoiſe to Don Pedro's Courage, and 
both were ſeverely wounded, until Don 
Bernard, weakened by the loſs of Blood, 
fell from his Horſe ; Don Pedro initantly 
alighting, ſaid, with his Sword at his 
Throat, your Life is mine, but give me 
up Leonora, and it is your own. That 
is making me a preſent, anſwered he, 
now beyond my Enjoyment, I feel 
4855 dying, but do not think that 

D 2 Death 
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Death ſhall make me ſo mean ſpirited as 
to yield up Leonora; I exult, proud Rival, 
even in Death, that now I for ever de- 
prive thee of her, and that thy Life ſhall 
be as unhappy as mine was, I die, and 
die thy irreconcilable Enemy. | 

It was-an extreme allay to Don Pedro's 


Triumph, that now all Hopes ſeemed loſt 


of getting any Information of the Place 
where Leonora was immured, but the next 
Day, as he was ſitting in his Fent, imerſ- 
ed in the melancholy Muſings of deſpair- 
ing Love, a Priſoner of War, who had 
a deſire to ſpeak to him, was led in; Sir, 
ſaid he, I come to implore your Protec- 
tion, I am that unfortunate Friend of Don 
Bernard's, who ſeconding him in all his 
Adventures, have attempted your Life, 
and twice carried off Leonora, but it was 
from no motive of Hatred to you; my 
Share in all this Guilt was the effect only 
of extravagant Friendſhip. Now, Sir, ob- 
tain my Pardon, and as this is the beſt 
office you can do me, I will do you a 
piece of Service of all others the moſt 
acceptable to you; I am the Man who 


will conduct you to Leonora. ſr 
; Don 
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Don Pedro anſwered, two Friends, in- 
deed, very ill matched! will you attach 
yourſelf to me? If I engage you in any 
Dangers, they ſhall be ſuch as comport 
with the ſtricteſt Virtue, and in which a 
Senſe of Honour will be an additional 
Spur. I not only aſſure you of my ſincere 
Forgiveneſs, but you may likewiſe depend 
on my Intereſt with the King and the 
Duke of Alva for your Pardon. ' 
The Campaign was now concluded; 
and Don Pedro having obtained from the 
Duke of Alva“ his Diſmiſſion and his new, 
Friend's Pardon, they ſet out together. 
Don Pedro often talked with Raptures 
on the Pleaſures of ſurpriſing Leonora; 
at length after a dangerous Paſſage from 
Oftend in Flanders to Ferrol in Biſcay, he 
arrived at Toledo, without ſending her any 
Notice of the fortunate Diſcovery. Don 
Bernard's Aunt knew nothing of her Ne- 
phew's Death, and was likewiſe a Stranger 
to Don Pedro, that, on telling her, he came 


* General of the Saniſb Army, it was he who when 
Pbilip the Second aſked him if he had obſerved the 
Eclipſe, anſwered, Sir, I have too much Buſineſs on 
Earth, to mind what paſſes above. 
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from Don Bernard with his Reſpects to 

herſelf, and Letters for Leonora, ſhe re- 
ceived him with great Effuſions of Joy and 
Courteſy, and eagerly conducted him 
to Leonora; but ſhe believing it to be the 
ſame Perſon, who had been the Accom- 
plice of Don Bernard's Violences, would 
not admit him to the ſight of her. W hilſt 
Don Pedro was fretting at this Miſcarriage 
of his Contrivance, the Aunt became the 
Inſtrument of its Succeſs, aſſuring Leonora 
that the Gentleman had all the Appearance 
of Decency and Honour, and that ſne would 
be Guarantee that nothing offenſive ſhould 
be ſaid or done. At this Leonora anſwered, 
ſhe would be down immediately, but what 
Tongue can expreſs the Extacy of this 


| lovely Lady, at ſo unexpected a Sight of 


her dear Deliverer, and not leſs was the 
Pleaſure of Don Pedro, once more to be- 
hold his Miſtreſs, and to read in her Eyes 
that neither Abſence nor Misfortunes had 
made any Alteration in her Love; the 
Aunt in the mean time ſtood quite amazed, 


and totally at a loſs, what to think of their 
mutual Embraces : ſhe was ſoon given to 
underſtand that Don Bernard had fallen with 

| Honour 
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Honour in the Field of Battle, thus ſaving 
the old Lady the additional Concern. of 
knowing that he had died by the Hand 
of his Rival then before her; yet this 
Account, ſuch was her Tenderneſs for 
her Nephew, threw her into a Swoon. 
Our two Lovers availed themſclves of it 
to quit the Houſe, and the rigour of 
Spaniſh Decency not permitting Leonora to 
follow Don Pedro to Madrid, ſhe ſhelter- 
ed herſelf in a Convent, till her Father 
ſhould fetch her, which he did without 
Delay; all Madrid and the King himſelf 
Joined in the Joy of the two Families for 
her happy Deliverance, which was ſoon 
followed by the Union of theſe faithſul 
and virtuous Lovers. | 

The Applaute of the whole Company 
at the well contrived Incidents and happy 
Concluſion of this Story, induced Au- 
ſonius, the Author, to ſet about the Com- 
poſition of another, which was the fol- 
lowing + - 
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INNOCENCE PRESERVED. 


Was going to Milan la Grande, as the 
Lalians term it, propoſing afterwards to 
give myſelf the Pleaſure of ſeeing Venice la 
ricca, and to render the Journey more plea- 
fant by a change of Carriage, I had taken a 
Boat appointing my Yetur:zc or Poſtillion, 
to meet me ata Village about four Leagues 
diſtant, but the Scoundrel tricked me, and 
on my arrival at the Village I could hear 
nothing of him, that I was reduced to. 
foot it with a heavy Heart, which alſo 
benumbs the Legs: All Day did I rove 
about the Plains of Lembardy, quite at a 
loſs where to ſeek Shelter, when I ſaw at a 
diſtance a Gentleman croſſing the Country 
with a Falcon on his Hand, he alſo had 
got fight of me, and concluding I was 
ſome bewildered Traveller, ſtopped till I 
came up, which with all the haſte I made 
was not ſoon, for, beſides being low 


ſpirited, my Legs began to fail me. When 
| I 
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1 came within hearing, he aſked me whe- 
ther 1 was not a Spaniſh Officer, to which 
anſwering in the affirmative, he of himſelſ 
prevented any Queſtions from me, and 
gueſſing at the Plunge I was in, told me 
that I had many a weary Step to take 
to the neareſt Inn, and the Entertain- 
ment it afforded would but little ſoit 
a military Gentleman, but if I choſe to 
follow him he had a Seat hard by, where 
I ſhould-be welcome to ſpend the Night. 
Though the Melancholy which clouded 
his Countenance, was no inviting Augut, 
my Situation induced me to accept of 
his Offer, with the Thanks due to ſuch 
Civility, and this I the more readily 
brought myſelf to, reflecting that ove 


ſeldom comes to any hurt with Perſons of . 


Rank, ſuch as this Gentleman © APV 
to be, and really was. 


Our firſt Entrance was thiewgh a 
Garden, very ſpacious, but all out of 
Order, overrun with Graſs and Weeds, 
that it looked perfectly like a. Parcel of 
Land under Sequeſtration. At our coming 
up to the Houſe, we were met by ſome 
Domeſticks, all with dejected Counte- 

D 5 nasces, 


1 
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nances, and mute as Statues. The Houfe 
might be called handſome, but every thing 
in it was perfectly. of a piece with the 
gloomineſs of the . It will readily 
be imagined, that I could not be quite 
eaſy amidſt ſuch extraordinary Objedts, 
and indeed I knew not what to think of 
every thing 1 ſaw. The Gentleman 
ſeemed to have his Heart full of the 
| blackeſt Melancholy; when he ſpoke to 
his People, it was ſeldom, and uſually by 
Geſtures, and in an abrupt moroſe manner; 
at laſt, to my great Solacement Supper 
time came, for not having put any Thing 
in my Mouth ſince Morning, I waited for it 
with ſome Impatience; I was ſo ſharp ſet 
that the Maſter's Affliction and the lugu- 
brious Appearance of the whole Houſe did 
not hinder me from falling too very hearty; 
but all the while a profound Silencereigned, 
the 'rule in this Reſpect is not more 
pr: obſerved in a Refectory of Cartbu- 
fans . 1 could not with any  Decency 


A religious Order inflituted in 1084 by St. Bruns, 
Canon of Rbeim in the ſouth of France, their Habit 
is white with a black Cowl ; and among its ſevere 


Auſterities Silence is a main Article. 


open 
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open the Converſation, it was certainly his 
part, if he thought proper. In the Houſe 
of a Stranger, and eſpecially a ſuperior, 
I ſuit myſelf to his Humour, and eſpeci- 
ally forbear all curious Enquiry into his 
Concerns. Whether chearful or melan- 
choly, I ſuppoſe they have their Reaſons | 
for whatever Temper prevails in them, 
and there reſt. © 

Supper being ended and the Attendants 
withdrawn, the Gentleman thought fic 
to diſmiſs his Taciturnity, though wich 
a low and doleful Voice; uttering theſe 
Words, which he uſhered in, with a 
ſigh, 


So tedious and profound 
That it did ſeem to ſhatter all his bulk, 
And end his Being. 


Happy they who are born in a low Condi- 

tion, they follow their Inclinations, they 
live well or ill, without making them- 
felves uneaſy about what may be thought 
or ſaid of them; the poor Soldier, when 
relieved from his Poſt, throws himſelf 
down on his Matraſs, without any Cares 
or Axxieties to diſturb his Reſt; it is the 


ſame 
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ſame with the Labourer, Artificer, and 
the working: part of Mankind; if their 
Days are toilſome their Nights are com- 
fortable; they ſleep; whereas Perſons, 
by their Birth and Station expoſed to the 
Eyes of the Public, are the Victims of 
Slander, Suſpicions, and malignant Con- 
ſtructions of the moſt upright Views; an 
il turn is given to every thing. Then 
turning to me, with a Look of Melancholy 
ſoftened with a glimering of Complacency, 
he ſaid, I have long wiſhed to ſooth my juſt 
Grief, by communicating the wretched cauſe 
of it to aproper Perſon, as I take you to be, 
having always had a particular eſteem for 
the Gentlemen of the Army; not that I am 
without Friends, in whoſe Bofom Secrets 
of the moſt delicate Nature would be 
ſafe, but what I am going to impart to 
you is of ſuch a Complexion, that F 
chuſe rather to diſcloſe it to a Stranger, 
than to Perſons whom I fee every Day, 
and who thus would be perpetual Witneſ- 
ſes of my Miſery and Shame; accordingly, 
can aſſure you, that not one of my Do- 
meſticks is acquainted with the ſource of 
my Afffiction; and the Dejection which 
you 
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you muſt obſerve in all of them, proceeds 
only from Sympathy or a. Conformity to 
my Humour; ſeeing me melancholy and 
ſilent they are ſo. ' 

You are to know then, that if Riches 
alone conſtituted Happineſs I have a 
ſufficiency of -the Goods of Fortune; to 
live happy, I never was fond of keeping 
high or much Company, and having 
never ſollicited any public Employment 
you will eaſily conclude that I am no 
Placeman. Virgil's ignobile otium, and 
the Country make my ſupreme Delight, and 
here I ſpend my Life in Exerciſes becom- 
ing a Gentleman; as rural Improvements, 
Fiſhing, Hunting, Reading, keeping a 
decent Table, and entertaining my Ac- 
quaintance or Strangers; and I may ſay 
that the Poor of the Neighbourhood do 
not ſuffer by me; as for Marriage, beſides 
its utter incompatibility with the delight- 
ful manner of Life to which I had given 
myſelf up, I had always execrated it, and 
the following Lines were frequently in my 


Mouth. Marriage is 


A Slavery beyond enduring, 
But that 'tis of our own procuring : | 
| As 
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you muſt obſerve in all of them, proceeds 
only from Sympathy or a Conformity to 
my Humour; ſeeing me melancholy and 
ſilent they are ſo. ' 

You are to know then, that if Riches - 
alone conſtituted Happineſs I have a 
ſufficiency of -the Goods of Fortune; to 
live happy, I never was fond of keeping 
high or much Company, and having 
never ſollicited any public Employment 
you will eaſily conclude that I am no 
Placeman. Virgil's ignobile otium, and 
the Country make my ſupreme Delight, and 
here I ſpend my Life in Exerciſes becom- 
ing a Gentleman; as rural Improvements, 
Fiſhing, Hunting, Reading, keeping a 
decent Table, and entertaining my Ac- 
quaintance or Strangers; and I may ſay 
that the Poor of the Neighbourhood do 
not ſuffer by me; as for Marriage, beſides 
its utter incompatibility with the delight- 
ful manner of Life to which I had given 
myſelf up, I had always execrated it, and 
the following Lines were frequently in my 
Mouth. Marriage is 


A Slavery beyond enduring, 
But that tis of our own procuring : 
| As 
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As Spiders never ſeek the Fly, 
But leave him of himſelf t apply, 
So Men are by themſelves betray d, 
To quit the Freedom they enjoy d, 
And run their Necks into a Nooſe, 
They'd break em after to get looſe. 


But as an unſeen Hand makes all our 
Movements, and what Heaven decrees will 
come to paſs, notwithſtanding our Tem- 
pers or Reſolutions, one Day as I was 
riding out a Hawking with an unuſual 
Alacrity, my Heart was ſuddenly ftruck 
by the ſight of an Object, which nothing 
has been or ever will be able to efface; it 
was a little without the Suburbs of Cre- 
mona, where at a Garden Door I ſaw a 
young Woman of a raviſhing Beauty. 
In my firſt Rapture I was making up to 
her, but ſhe inſtantly Rept back and ſlap- 
ped to the Door. Enamoured as I was, 
you muſt think, that I immediately ſet 
about getting ſome Information of this 
charming Perſon, her Parentage, Rank 
and Temper, in a Word every thing re- 
lating to her. I found that ſhe was not 
married, that her. Parents were - mean 
and low in the World, but that ſhe was 
a 
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a Girl of admirable Diſcretion and Virtue, 
Notwithſtanding this laſt Circumſtance 1 
flattered myſelf that it might be only a 
prudent Exterior; for according to the 
above Poet, whom I had by heart, 


It *tis in vain to think to gueſs 
At Women by Appearances: 
That paint and patch their _——— 
Of intellectual Complexions; 

And dawb their Tempers o'er with Waſhes 
As artificial as their Faces: 


Or after all, if her Virtue were real, 
Preſents and Promiſes might get the better 
of jt. In order to this I got three of her 
own Sex to go to her and feel how her 
Pulſe beat, they went in a Coach under 
pretence of taking a.walk in the Garden, 
bur after trying her every way and em- 
ploying all their Art, ſhe eluded their In- 
timations, and kept herſelf on a Reſerve 
which baffled all their Attacks. 

On the Miſcarriage of this Stratagem, 
as my Paſſion held me continually on the 
Rack, I determined to go thither in Perſon, 
and as the fight of a Man might alarm my 
Charmer, I prevailed on the ſame Perſons 
to take me with them in a Woman's Dreſs, 

for 
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for beſides my having nothing at that time 
of a Beard, there was a Bloom in my Face, 
which left very little difference between 
me and my female Companions; this Viſit, 
as it increaſed my Paſſion, ſoit gave a new 
turn to it, the diſtinguiſhing Civility ſhe 


ſhewed me, her obliging Specches, her na- 
tural Addreſs in checking ſome Sallies of 


Pleaſantry, perhaps alittle too free, charm- 
ed me beyond what can be conceived; I 
was ſo affected at this extraordinary Union 
of Beauty, Wit, Chearfulneſs, Reſerve 
and Virtue in ſo obſcure a Condition, that 
to have lived any longer without her, I am 
certain would have had the worſt of Con- 
ſequences on me; and careleſs of the Cla- 
mours of my Relations and the Cenſures 
of the World, I married her, and retired 
with her to this Seat, where we lived 


in a continual Sun-ſhine of Aﬀection with- 


out the leaſt Cloud of Coldneſs or Diſ- 
quietude ; whenever I ſtaid out late 


a hunting, as ſometimes would happen, 
at my return, I found her dear Eyes till 
wet with Tears from- her Apprehenſion 
that ſomething might have befallen me; 
and how often, preſſing her ſoft lilly 

Hand 
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Hand have J repeated the following Lines 
to her, while gentle Smiles manifeſted a 
Heart glowing with the like Sentiments. 


Oh Marriage! Happieſt, eaſieſt, ſafeſt State? 
Let Debauchees and Drunkards ſcorn thy Rites, 
Who in their nauſeous Draughts and Luſts profane, 
Both thee and Heav'n by whom thou wert ordain'd. 
How can the Savage call it loſs of Freedom, 
Thus to converſe with, thus to gaze at 

A faithful beauteous Friend ? — 

Bluſh not, my fair one, that my Love applaudsthee, 
Nor be it painful to my wedded Wife, 

That my full Heart o'erflows in praiſe of thee. 
Thou art by Law, by Intereſt, Paſſion, mine. 
Paſſion and Reaſon join in love of thee. 

Thus through a World of Calumny and Fraud, 
We paſs both unreproached, both undeceiv'd; 
While in each other's Intereſt and Happineſs, 
We without Art our Faculties employ, 

And all our Senſes without Guilt enjoy. 


Surely ſix more happy Years were never 
known by any Pair on Earth; it is not in 
Nature that there can be any more happy; 
at length God permitted ſuch. delicious 
Beginnings to be ſuperſeded, perverſed, 
and totally overthrown, by a moſt foul and 


attrocious Act of Ingratitude; an Act 
which 


{ 
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which none but a' baſe born Soul could 
have projected. 

In the Neighbourhood lived a Man of 
low Birth and Circumſtances, but with a 
kind of Wit, a ſmattering of Muſic and 
Poeſy, of which I was paſſionately fond, 
and ſome Talents, but which ſerved to 
cover a great many ill Qualities; 1 took 
him into my Houſe, as a Companion of 
the Solitude in which I lived before my 
Marriage; I cloathed him like a Gentle- 
man, he fat at my Table, and. all my 
Servants were ordered to treat him with 
Reſpect; I always took him a hunting 
with me; but ſince my Marriage, from a 
wicked View of having an Opportunity 
to talk with my Wife, he has declined it, 
or returned Home on ſome feigned Pre- 
tence, It was natural for Suſpicions to 
ariſe, but from the diſagreeableneſs of his 
Perſon and Behaviour, I uſed to laugh at 
them, and from the Conſideration of my 
Wife's Vircue, I blamed my Suſpicions as 
injurious to her; however, though much 
more from a regard to Decency, than any 
other Reaſon, | gave him to underſtand that 
his going a hunting would be agreeable to 
me, 
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me. Since that time I have never gone 
a hunting, but the following Night was 
f diſturbed with the Appearance of a Spectre, 
i ſetting all the Dogs a barking and frighten- 
] ing my Family. Such an extraordinary 
Event of courſe occaſioned me, however 
tired, to riſe, and range the Garden in 
ſearch of the Spectre. Every time ſallied 
forth on theſe Expeditions, my Wife 
always locked and bolted the Chamber 
Door on the inſide, never opening it, 
till my return, when ſhe furely knew by 
my Voice it was me; this ſhe did, as ſhe 
ſaid, for fear of the Spectre; at length it 
occurred to me, that whenever my ill 
choſen Companion left me a hunting, 
the Apparition was ſure to- ſhow -itlelb 
the following Night. One Day, after a 
hunt, I ordered one of my Men to poſt 
himſelf towards Midnight, at the Garden 
Gate, and punctually to watch the Appa- 
rition; having taken this Precaution, my 
Wife and I retired to our Bed Chamber, 
myſelf big with Expectation whether the 
Phantom would make its Appearance as 
uſual; in theſe Muſings was I dozing, when 
the Hounds ſet upa barking intermixed with 

Howlings 
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Howlings louder than ordinary, which it 
ſeems was owing to ſome terrifying Addi- 
tions, which the Spectre had made to his 
Garb, with this J ſtarted from my Bed 
and haſtened to the Servant whom I had 
poſted at the Garden Door; ſoftly, Sir, 
faid he to me, on ſeeing me, this Ghoſt, 
is nothing but a ttick of your favourite 
Cornelio, and whilſt you are beating about 
the Garden, the Dog goes to my Lady's 
Room, I ſuppoſe on no good Bulineſs, 
for it muſt be ſome Devil or other that 
helps him to get in; at leaſt I do not 
know how he manages it; this I know, 
that what I'fay is true, and it is not of to 
Day, or Yeſterday only, that I have per- 
ceived this Intrigue. Unhappily I was ſo 
inflamed with Rage at theſe Words, that 
collaring the Blockhead, I gave him ſe- 
veral ſtabs witha Poinyard ſaying, Take this, 
tbat you may not tell it to others, and for not 
telling it me before. T he dead Body I dragged 
into a kind of Cellar near the Place, and 
in order to conceal my violent Perturba- 
tion at this Intormationy I lowly walked 
back, and endeavoured that my trouble 
might not appear; when I had reached the 
| Door, 
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Door, I called to my Wife, who affecting 
to be extremely frightened, asked me, if ir 
was not the Spectre, and bid me tell her 
Maiden Name, that ſhe might be ſure it was 
I, and not the Spectre mimicking my 
Voice. My Emotions, it ſeems were not 
to be concealed, ſo manifeſtly appearing 
in my Face, that ſhe immediately cries 
out — Oh God? My Dear, what ails 
you—— What a ſad Alteration in your 
Looks! I wiſh the Phantom was chained 
down in Hell for throwing you into ſuch a 
Diſorder. I diſſembled as well as I could, 
which you muſt think was aukwardly, 
ſaying, ir would ſoon be over, and we 
both betook ourſelves to bed; I am not 
alhamed to own that her feigned Tender- 
neſs and Endearments, to remove my 
Diſquietude, brought me into ſome doubt 
of that Intelligence which had hurried me 
to ſuch a ſanguinary Action; the Night 
was paſt in the molt torturing Agitations 
and Conflicts, 

At length wiſhed-for Day-light came, 
and ſtifling the variety of rankling Paſſions, 
which preyed on me, I called up Cornelio, 
and my hunting Servants; we ſet out, but 

the 
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the whole Day had no manner of Sport, 


either with my Dogs or Birds, which was 
fo very unuſual that I looked on it as an 


ill omen. Towards the Evening the per- 


fidious Carnelio, complained of being quite 
ſpent, one of his villainous Pretences for 
going Home, and I took advantage of 
it, directing him to tell my Wife, that ſhe 
might not expect me that Night, as I 
ng after one of my Birds, which 
had ſtrayed. The Wretch went away, 
mightily pleaſed with his Commiſſion, 
leaving me under a violent Perplexity 
how to proceed. At the fall of Night I 
ſeat my Men after the Falcon I had loſt 


And when from End to End 
Nig ht's Hemiſphere had veil'd th' Horizon round, 
The filent Seaſon, when the Happy take 
Ie; and only Wretches are Nx 


1 galloped Home, and got into the 


| Houſe by means of a Key I had taken 


with me; the firſt Place I made for was 
Cornelic's Chamber, but inſtead of finding 
him, there was only a lighted Candle on 
the Table, which I took, and more in- 
flamed by this Circumſtance, I eagerly 


run 


1 
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run about with prying Eyes, looking 
every where; till paſſing through a Room, 
under mine and my Wife's Bed- chamber, 
| I obſerved a Ladder, which I found fixed 
at an opening in the Wall of the Bigneſs 
of a Man's Body, concealed under an old 
Picture, I immediately turned aſide the 
Ladder to prevent the Villain's eſcape, 
and afterwards ran up to the Chamber 
calling out with a loud Voice, open, open 
immediately; my Wife indeed complied 
with my Impatience, for the Words were no 
ſooner out of my Mouth, than the Door 
was opened. But Cornelio had been no leſs 
alert in making his Eſcape ; only thinking 
himſelf ſecure of the Ladder, in his hafte 
he fell down, and broke both his Legs; I 
left the Room without giving my Wife a 
Look, and ran down in queſt of her Gal- 
lant, whom I found dragging himſelf 
along like a hamſtrung Bull. Receive 
from me, thy injured Patron, the deſerts of 
thy Ingratitude, at theſe words, I ſtabbed 
him ſeveral Times with my hunting 
Dagger: I dirted my Hands fo far as to 
hang him up at the very Ladder he had 
made uſe of to injure me ; thence goaded 

on 
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on by Fury, I flew again up to the Bed- 
chamber to'do myſelf juſtice on my Wife, 
but at ſight of her, believe me, Sir, the 
Dagger dropped out of my Hand, and 
though Indignation ſtill flamed in me, the 
charming modeſty of her Looks, the awful 
Beauty of her Perſon, diſabled me from 
perpetrating its Inſtigations. At length 
I ſhut her up ina Vault with her Minion's 
Corpſe, and bound her Hands and Feet, 
and having before her cut out the Villain's 
Heart, Sir, you ſeem ſhocked at my Pro- 
ecdure, but a Wife is never to be forgiven, 
and I think it is alſo the Maxim in your 
Country. 1 laid the Heart between them, 
that what ſhe had ſo much loved might be 
always before her Eyes.” To the ſame 
Sepulchre or Priſon I alſo dragged the 
Body -of the Spy whom I had ſtabbed, 
ſaying to her, here is the Witneſs of thy 
Guilt; I went back more than once firmly 
determined to make art end of her at once, 
but never could imbrue my Hands in her 


Blood; though certainly it were better for 


her, and perhaps leſs cruel in me, that ſhe 
ſhould die by the Point of a Dagger, 
than to linger in a 3 Place, hungry 

and 
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and thirſty. For her daily Allowance of 
Food is no more than half a Pound of coarſe 
Bread, and a little Water. It is now about 
a Fortnight ſince ſhe has ſeen the Sun, 
or that we have exchanged a ſingle Word 
for I go myfelf to carry the Pittance. I 
was ſaying, Sir, that it was no more than 
a Fortnight, but to. me, Sir, the recol- 
lection of my paſt Happineſs and ſome 
remains of Love, make it ſeem Ages. 
Such, Sir, is my horrible Condition; and 
this it is that makes me envy thoſe born 


of an obſcure Birth, below the notice of 
the Publick, that I * betake myſelf 
to a Deſert; 


Some lonely Place where Adders neſt in Winter, 
Loathſome and venomous; where Poiſons hang 
Like Gums againſt the Walls, where Witches meet 
By Night, there wretched would J inhabit, 
And live up to the height of Deſperation. 


And ſince I have gone ſo far, as to make 
known to you what never paſſed beyond 
my Lips, and I was even almoſt afraid 
to think of, I would fain have you your- 
ſelf ſee that inchanting fatal Object, which 

Vol. I. E has 
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has acted ſo foul a Part with me, has 
deſtroyed the moſt brillant Plan of Feli- 
city, and on whom Honour will not allow 
me to caſt a Look of Reconcilement, no, 
nor of Pity. 

The Words were no ſooner out of his 
Mouth, than without ſtaying for my 
Conſent, he ſnatched up a Candle beckon- 
ing to me to follow him. After croſſing 
a Garden, he opened the Door of this 
Tomb of the Living and Dead, which 
preſented to me the moſt horrid and 
moving Sight that ever I or any other 
beheld; here lay a Body all over Blood and 
pierced with ſeveral Wounds, there an- 
other bruiſed and mangled, with a wide 
Gaſh under the Ribs, and the Heart lay 
on a piece of Board directly before one 
of the fineſt Faces which Beauty ever 
decked; but a Circumſtance which not 
a little affected me, was, that two or 
three Dogs, following us, made up to their 
diſtreſſed Miſtreſs, licking her Hands and 
Face; this was a Sight which I perceived 
the obdurate Huſband was not Proof 
_—_ 


I laid 
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I laid hold of this Interval of Softneſs, 
ſaying to him: hitherto, Sir, I have liftened 
without interrupting you, not a Word 
have I offered to ſay concerning what you 
have been pleaſed to communicate to me; 
this Caution I obſerved, partly as thinking 
you was not diſpoſed nor in a Condi- 
tion to anſwer me with much Propriety, 
and likewiſe expecting, that at length, 
you would give me leave to ſpeak; well 
Sir, anſwered he, you may, and what- 
ever you ſhall think proper to ſay, I am 
ready to heat; encouraged with theſe 
Words and his pleaſant Look, the happy 
Effect of reviving Tenderneſs, all my 
Uneaſineſs vaniſhed, and I ſpoke to him 
in the following manner: You have ac- 
knowledged, Sir, that the firſt Impreſſion 
of Love that you felt for your Spouſe on 
ſeeing her, was ſo deep that nothing has 
been nor ever will be able to efface it; 
the cauſe of ſo deplorable a Cataſtrophe, 
is too tender a Point for me to touch on ; 
be your Suſpicion juſt, or otherwiſe, cer- 
tain it is, for I have it from your own 
Mouth, that except theſe two Wretches, 
the Victims of your Revenge, it is known 
to no Perſon on Earth, and with them 
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the Secret is ſafe. Vou are ſenſible, Sir, that 
Honour and Infamy do not conſiſt in what 
we ourſelves know or think, but in what 
the Publick knows, or thinks, elſe I fear 
many muſt fly from the Society of their 
own Species and haunt with Beaſts, to 
which, by Profligacy, Iaiquity or Pro- 
fanneeſs they have debaſed themſelves ; by 
the Death of theſe two Men, you are 
ſure that this unhappy Event is buried 
in eternal Silence; here is your Spouſe 
ſtill living, perhaps ſhe may, all this 
while, be innocent; and your inability to 
accompliſh your Revenge on her by a 
Weapon, to me appears to favour ſuch 
a Conjecture; other Reaſons I paſs over, 
only pray take notice of the Commiſera- 
tion and Fondneſs of thoſe poor Dogs, 
thoſe dumb Animals, how they jump about 
her, and lick her Hands. 


Before the Hufband could make me 
any Anſwer his Spouſe prevented him, 
and with a faint Voice, as indeed com- 
| from a Lomb, ſhe drew out the 
following Words: Sir, your gocd Inten- 
tions, I muſt thank you for, but they are 
to no purpoſe z to live is not my Deſire, 
+ | nat 
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not the moſt glittering Enjoyments of the 
World ſhould bring me back into it; yet 
as ſo ſtrange an Event will not eaſily 
depart from your Remembrance, and you 
may relate it to others, I would have you 
informed of the Truth; even in this horrid 
Abode, it gives me great Pleaſure, 
that, on one Hand, my Huſband may 
not be charged with Cruelty, nor I 
branded with an Infamy which I have 
not deſerved. 

Theſe two Men, whom you ſee ag 
here both deſerved the Death they met 
with, one for telling a Thing which he 
had neither ſeen, nor could fee; and the 
other not for the Crime he has committed, 
but for the intended commiſſion of it; 
his foul Ingratitude to injure my Spouſe 
than whom no Man had a more kind Be- 
nefactor: that he did ſometimes come 
and talk with me in my Huſband's Ab- 
ſence I do not deny, but as in all his 
Words and Behaviour he kept within the 
ſtricteſt Decency, I took no Umbrage; the 
Night indeed, that Night which I ſay 
was fatal to the Wretch and me, was the 
firſt time I ever ſaw him in my Bed- 

-& 8 Chamber; 
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Chamber; and then, to my great Amaze- 
ment and Fright, I faw him come from 
behind a large Picture; I aſked with be- 
coming Indignation how he could dare 
to come into my Room at ſuch a time, 
and was on alarming the Houſe, when 
J heard my Huſband's Voice at the Door. 
Since he has brought you hither, Sir, he 
may rehearſe to you the ſequel if he 
has not already; ſo I leave you to judge, 
whether my Behaviour which I have uni- 
formly kept to for above ſix Years, that 
I have had the Honour to be married to 
him, warrants ſuch Suſpicions; and had 
been ſo abandoned as to harbour an 
Inclination to diſhonour a Huſband, my 
Fidelity to whom I prize above all the 
Crowns in the World, I put it to himſelf, 


whether he thinks me ſo void of good 


Senſe and Diſcretion as to make uſe of 
thoſe filly low Devices, which have been 
practiſed; or even, whether conſidering 
the openneſs and freedom, in which by 
my Huſband's own Order I lived with 
that Wretch, there was any need of them. 


Any farther Juſtification of myſelf would 


be needleſs, and I hope my Huſband, 
: his 
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his Honour being alſo concerned, will 
forgive this Plea againſt thoſe Suſpicions 
which immediately inflamed him, and in 
ſome meaſure will juſtify his Treatment 
of me; a Treatment much worſe than 
preſent Death : and would it not revolt 
your Humanity, I could with the ſame. 
Sincerity and Truth which has accom- 
panied the preceding Words, intreat you 
to exhort him to put a ſudden Period 
to ſuch an horrible Life, under which 

never human Creature lingered before. 
She ended, and the Tears which roſe 
in her Huſband's Eyes at her beginning to 
ſpeak, and encreaſed as ſhe went on in her 
Vindication, declared the powerful Effect 
of her Words: and now his Procedure ap- 
peared to him in a very different Lighr. 
Willing to improve this happy Change 
in behalf of ſuffering Innocence, I ſaid to 
him well, Sir, what think you of all this ? 
he anſwered, dropping his Arms, in token 
of Grief and Confuſion, as I gave you 
Liberty to ſay what you thought fit, fo 
now you have the ſame Liberty to do 
what you ſhall think beſt for me; in- 
ſtantly I did what I thought beſt, I cut 
E 4 the 
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the Cords from this innocent Victim, but 
ſhe having no longer ſupport, ſuch as it 
was, fell into my Arms and ſunk down 
on the Ground, where ſhe ſat as if to 


recover her Strength, greatly impaired 


by the Injuries and Hardſhips ſhe had 


undergone. Now the Huſband ſaw his 


Precipitancy in all its Horror, and ſtruck 


with the Conſequences of it, the horrid 


Scene then before him, he- threw himſelf 
down by her, kiſſing her Hands, and in an 
Agony entreated her to forgive his Bar- 
barity; here the poor Lady, through 
weakneſs or rapturous Emotions at the 
return of her Huſband's Affections, fainted 
away, to all appearance, irrecoverable. 
The Huſband ſtarted up and ran into the 
Houſe, I believe more eagerly, than when 
he was buſieſt about his Revenge; ſome 
Drops he brought back with him, had a 


moſt wonderful Effect; all the Charms of 


his beautiful Spouſe ſoon kindled up a- 
new, though ſomewhat impaired by mea- 
gerneſs; then opening the fineſt Eyes in 
the World towards her Huſband: Alas, 
Sir, do you then bring me back to Life? 
to me it is happy only as you love me, 

| Mine 
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Mine depends on yours, dear injured Crea- 
ture. I took the Liberty to interrupt theſe 
Endearments, ſaying, it was no time for 
much talking, ſo raiſing her up, we carried 
her in our Arms from that infectious Place 
to her Apartment, where by further Care 
ſhe was delivered from the Danger which 
during her Syxcope, ſeemed to have over- 
come her. The next Day I was for 
raking my leave, but could not with- 
ſtand the preſſing Inſtances of this happy 
Pair, that I ſpent three whole Weeks 
with them, no Body knowing what 
was become of me, but during which 
J had the Pleaſure of ſeeing the Lady re. 
cover her Complexion, the Huſband his 
Chearfulneſs, the Servants their Speech, 
and the Garden its Elegancy. 

Fye on their vile, inhuman 7alian and 
Spaniſh Maxims, cried Arietta, why did 
you not bring the jealous Murderer to the 
Wheel? I bleſs my Stars, I was born in 
that happy Land of conjugal indulgence, 
dear France. 

Give me leave, dear Author to make 
a ſhort Animadverſion on your laſt Piece, 
at the ſame time acknowledging the Plea- 

E 5 | ſure, 
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ſure, which I have received from your 
imaginative Talents. Does not the divine 
Horace, lay it down as a Rule, 


Nada voluptatis cauſa fint proxima veris : 
Nec quodcungque valet poſcat ſibi ſabula credi. 


But duce take my pedantic Latin, I 
aſk pardon, Ladies, the meaning of it 
is: 


Would you divert? the probable maintain, 
Exſpect not Credit to a monſtrous Scene. 


Now the loving Lady intombed with 
two dead Scoundrels is is ſufficiently mon- 
ſtrous; for is it ſuppoſeable that any 
Perſon could live a Fornight ſhut up with 
two dead Carcaſſes, and eſpecially in ſo 
hot a Climate as that where the Scene is 
laid; the noxious Effluvia muſt certainly 
have deſtroyed Life. 

Lovely Arietta, I have a Word to you, 
ſaid Lentulus : however ſhocking this miſ- 
taken Huſband's treatment of his Wife 
appears to you, the Exceſſes of Revenge, 
in a Spaniſb Lady of whom J have read in 
a very elegant and creditable Writer, will 
not I fancy, be condemned by you with 
ſuch 
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ſuch Heat and Acrimony. The Story is 
this: An Engliſh Gentleman, who in a 
Rencounter by Night, in the Streets of 
Madrid, -had the Misfortune to kill his 
Man, fled into a Church-Porch for Sanc- 
tuary. Leaning againſt the Door, he 
was ſurpriſed to find it open, and a glim- 
mering Light in the Church; he had the 
Courage to advance towards the Light, 
but was ſomething ſtartled at the ſight 
of a Woman in white, who aſcended 
from' the Grave, with a bloody Knife in 
her Hand. The Phantom coming up to 
him, aſked, what he did there? He told her 
the Truth without reſerve, imagining it 
was a Ghoſt, who would hardly deliver 
him to the Hands of Juſtice, or that the 
Truth might be already known to an 
Inhabitant of the ſpiritual World: upon 
which ſhe ſpoke to him in the following 
Manner: Stranger, thou art in my Power ; 


I am a Murderer as thou art; know then 
that I am a Nun of a noble Family. A 


baſe perjured Man ruined me, and boaſted 
of it. I ſoon had him diſpatched; that 
did not ſatisfy, me, I have bribed the 
Sexton to let me into the Villain's Grave, 

and 
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and have cut out his falſe Heart from his 
Body; and thus I uſe a Traitor's Heart. 
At theſe Words ſhe tore it in pieces and 
trampled it under her Feet. 

No more Remarks, I pray, ſaid Miranda, 
Diſputes will intrude too far on the 
Night; thus after mutual good Wiſhes, 
the Company retired. 


ARNOLD 


ENTERTAINMENT 5; 8 
cee eee e 


ARNOLD. 


AND 
CLARAMOND. 


WO of the moſt eminent Families 

in Provence, that paradiſiacal part 

of the South of France, had ſome flight 
Conteſts, occaſioned more by Vanity than 
any real Motive ; their Reſentments gradu- 
ally increaſing they became irreconcileable 
Enemies, and according to the Cuſtom 
of thoſe ferocious Times, broke out into 
open Violences; the Chiefs raiſed their 
Vaſſals and ingaged each other. with a 
Rage and Cruelty ſeldom ſeen in foreign 
Wars. The approach of Charles the 
Fifth's Army, that Army whoſe ſucceſs at 
| Pavia, 
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Pavia, was ſo fatal to our Nation, for 
ſome time cauſed a ſuſpenſion of all private 
Animoſities, and the ſafety of the Country 
became the predominant Concern. 

No ſooner did that Cloud diſappear, 
when theſe Enmities revived in all that 
deteſtable Fury, which ſo many Widows 
and Orphans lamented. The two Chiefs 
Precourt and Raymond, preferring Revenge, 
to the ſweet Serenity which reigns in a 
Mind void of turbulent Peſſions, deter- 
mined to ſurpaſs their Anceſtors and 
Join in a Combat attended only by five 
near Relations, that the Heads of one 
Family, might fall by the Hands of the 


In this Battle the French loſt ten thouſand Men, 
and among them their principal Nobility; their King 
Francis the Firſt, was taken Priſoner. When the 


News of this glorious Victory was brought to the 
Emperor Charles the Fifth, he withdrew to his Oratory, 


without ſaying a Word, and there ſpent half an Hour 
in returning thanks to God for the Succeſs of his 
Arms. On his coming out of the Oratory, finding 
the Palace crowded with Noblemen, who came to 
compliment him on the Victory: He anſwered: 7 # 
the ſupreme Majeſiy whom aue muſt thank. And ſeeing 
preparations making for public Rejoicings he forbad 
them; ſaying, hey were ** only for a Victory 
ower the Iaſideli. 

other, 
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other; in this vindictive Encounter four 
of one ſide and three of the other breathed 
their laſt on the Spot. Precourt received 
a fatal Stroke from Raymond, who, with 
his Son Arnold was ſo ſeverely wounded, 
that he ſurvived the Action only a few 
Days, but on his Death- Bed, an awful 
time when other Ideas ſnould employ the 
Mind, he gloried that his hereditary Ene- 
my had fallen immediately by his Hand. 
The death of Precourt, who was poſſeſſed 
of every amiable Quality, ſo affected his 
Widow that ſhe ſoon followed him, and 
the diſconſolate Grief of Claramond, their 
Daughter, for the loſs of two ſuch Parents, 
excited in her an ardent and fixed Defire 
of Revenge on that Family which had 
been the Authors, of this afflictive Ca- 
caſtrophe. 

Several of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Rank, 
paid their Addreſſes to her, much more 
on account of her incomparable Beauty, 
than with a View of enobling their Fa- 
milies with the additional Splendour and 
Dignities of that of Precourt, which makes 
ſuch a ſhining Figure in the Gallic Re- 
cords of Fame. To ſuch Overtures her 

conſtant 


this Family-Combat; the Misfortune of 
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conſtant Anſwer was, That her Price was 
the Head of Arnold, Raymond's Son. This 
drew many Challenges on the Innocent 
Youth, but his Victory over the three 
firſt Aſſailants, cooled the Ardour of the 
other Competitors, and Fear, which is 
ever for covering its Scandal with ſome 


ſhew of Reaſon, led them fo reflect on 
the Nature of the Combat to which their 


Paſſion prompted them; they, very few 
excepted, rationally concluded that it was 


abominable for ten or twelve to league 


together againſt one, and he a Perſon quite 


idoliſed by thoſe who knew him beſt; 


and this in ſubſervience to the implacable 


Fury of a Girl whoſe cauſe of complaint, 


if ſhe had any, lay more againſt the fate 
of Arms, which had declared itſelf diſ- 


favourable to her Family, than againſt 
Arnold, who, like a gallant Son, had 
fought, by his Father's Side, and in a 


Combat, in which all the Laws of Ho- 


nour had been punctually obſerved. 
Claramond under her Affliction had 


been invited to the Seat of her Uncle Ja 


Tournelle, whoſe Son had alſo fallen in 


her 
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her three Champions, rather inflamed her 
Rage, than added to her Grief; and fore- 
ſceing that it would naturally. ſtrike a 
Damp on the others, became a Prey to the 
Claſhings of Impatience and Heſitations. 
At length, ſhe determined not to truſt her 
Cauſe to the Hands of others, but to plan 
ſome opportunity of being herſelf the In- 
ſtrument of her Revenge. Forgetful of her 
Sex, her Rank and every other conſidera- 
tion of Decency and Safety, ſhe cloſes with 
a Device which came into her Head, of 
putting on the Dreſs of a Man, and offer- 
ing her ſervices to Arnold; if once ſhe 
could procure ſome Employment about 
his Perſon, ſhe concluded an Opportunity 
of executing her Revenge, would not long 
be wanting. Y 

Claramond communicated her Deſign to 
her Waiting maid, not doubting, but that 
from a certain impetuoſity of Temper, 
which predominated in the Girl, ſhe would 
applaud the Deſign; but Alonne ſeeing how 
much it affected her Miſtreſs's Honour 
and Life, ſtrongly remonſtrated againſt it; 
however Claramond continued immoveablez 
on which her faithful Maid aſſured her, that, 


at all Events, ſhe would accompany her, 
and 
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and ſuffered an unlimited Devotedneſs to 
her Will, to take the Lead of her own 
private Sentiments; her Miſtrefs embrac- 


ing her with an Affection due to ſuch im- 


plicit Zeal, they conſulted on ways and 
means for the Succeſs of. the Enterpriſe, 


and how to execute, without the privity 


of Tournelle. Some pretence was to be 
ſtruck out for leaving his Seat, where 
they had met with ſuch cordial Entertain- 
ment : it was agreed that Claramond, who 
had a Houſe near Bagaiere *, ſhould feign 
herſelf out of order, and tel] her Uncle 
that, formerly, for the ſame Illneſs, her 
Phyſicians had recommended to her the 
Waters of that Place, which had a very 
happy Effect on her; and that, with his 
Leave ſhe would go thither and return to 
him on her Recovery. 

This good Uncle, whoſe affection for 
his Niece, was encreafed by the loſs of 
both her Parents, inſtead of wavering, 
adviſed her to make all proper haſte to 
that Place, where ſhe had found ſo much 
Benefit; charging her alſo to return as 
ſoon as her Health would permit. 


A place in the South of France, ſtill famous for 
its medicinal Waters. 


Claramond 
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Claramond and Alaune having, by the 
dexterity of the latter, procured to them- 
ſelves Mens Cloaths and other requiſite 
Implements, and accuſtomed themſelves 
in the molt private Apartment of Clara» 
mond's Houſe to their New Garb and 
Character, they ſet out on Horſe-back at 
Mid-night, and took the Provence Road, 
as leading to Arneld's principal Seat. 

On their Arrival at Aix, the ſplendid 
Capital of that Province, Claramond having 
heard that Arnold was paſſionately fond of 
Muſic, bought a Lute, flattering herſelf 
that her Skill on that Inſtrument would 
immediately gain her Admittance into 
Arnold's Family. As a previous Eſſay 
whether long Affliction had not dimi- 
niſhed the Charms of her Voice, ſne ſung 
an Air, accompanying it with the Lute, 
and ſo melodious was the Harmony, that 
Alonne, after looking on her for ſome Mo- 
ments quite motionleſs, ſaid to her with a 
Sigh, proceeding from the Extaſy to which 
ſhe had been raiſed; are theſe the Weapons, 
Madam, with which you intend to re- 
venge yourſelf on your Enemy, die he 


certainly would; but ſuch a Death deſerves 
rather 
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rather to cloſe the mortified Life of ſome 


devout Hermit; than of ſuch a ſanguinary 


Wretch; ſeldom are our Paſſions ſo ſtrong, 
as totally to ſtifle all fondneſs of Praiſe; 
Claramond ſmiled at this high Enco- 
mium, but ſoon reaſſuming the ſtern 
Mein ſuitable to the Situation of her 
Mind; Alonne, ſaid ſhe, thy Sentiments 
were always great and honourable, I am 
all on fire to plant a Dagger in the 
Heart of that Barbarian who deprived 
my dear Father of his Life; every 
Night methinks he and the other unfor- 
tunate Gentlemen who fell in that fatal 
Combat, urge me to haſten our com- 
mon Revenge. 

With the change of Habit it being alſo 
ry to change Names, Claramond 
took that of Herman and Alonne was to 
be called Fourbin. In the way from Aix 
to Arnold's Seat Chance threw in their Way 
his Steward, who, taken with the elegant 
Appearance and promiſing Looks of the 
two youthful Cavaliers, drew near to 
them, and after ſome Compliments, aſked 


whither. they were going. Vlerman made 
Anfwer, We have heard much of the 
taſte 
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taſte of a certain Nobleman called Arnold, 
for Muſic, and we are going to offer 
our Services to him. The Steward, who 
knew the Truth of- what he heard, 
aſſured them that it was the beſt thing 
they could do, and that they might now 
depend on his Maſter's liberal Accept- 
ance of their Service, eſpecially as, con- 
tinues he, poor Gentleman, he ſtands in 
great need of ſome Relief, amidſt the 
preying Sorrows which he gives himſelt 
up to, on Account of a Quariel of a long 
ſtanding, and which will never be broughe 
to a Period, but by his Death; in the 
mean time it takes away all his reliſh of 
Life ; then he goes on to relate to them, 
what they knew better than himſelf, 

Arnold, to whom his Steward intro- 
duced Herman and Fourbin, received them 
with great Courteſy, Herman's Beauty 
ſtruck him at firſt Sight, the graceful- 
neſs of every part of his Deportment, of 
every Geſture, employed his Admiration, 
and Claramond overcome, in ſpite of her 
very ſelf, by the endearing Marks of 
Regard which Held condeſcended to ſhew 
Neues as ene 


# 


* 47 546 itt 4 44 "Kindneſs 


94 CounTRY EveENINGS 


Kindneſs has reſiſtleſs Charms, 
Fierceſt Anger it difarms; 


was already ſo far ſoftened that a Dagger 
would have dropped out of her Hand, 
even if an opportunity had offered of 
ſtabbing him without any danger to her- 
ſelf; every thing pleaded for Anold, the 
prepoſſeſſion in his Favour raiſed at the 
firſt Sight of him, and encreaſed by 
Acquaintance ; his Air, his propriety of 
Behaviour on all occaſions, his ſolid 


_ Virtue impreſſed the moſt inſenſible Minds 


with a kind of Adoration. One Day, in a 
rapture of Delight cauſed by the ſuppoſed 
Herman's Muſic or rather Love, which 
under the appearance of Friendſhip was 
inſinuating itſelf into his Heart, he openly 
cried out; why ſuch Beauty, why ſuch 
a charming Voice in a Youth, Oh, that 
Heaven would change Herman's Sex, that 
would be a happy Metamorphoſis; then 
would all my Sorrows be, fully compen- 
ſated, could ſhe be brought to accept of a 


Life devoted only to her Happineſs. 


Claramond bluſhed, for her Love being 
as yet in its infantine State, was too 
weak 
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weak totally to expel from her Heart 
all vindictive Deſires; yet thoſe former 
Motions of Malevolence, Rage and Hatred 
which ſhe thought never would relax, 
now ſcarce moved in. her: Love was 
daily growing, and ſoon it. roſe to a Poiſe 
with Hatred, and not long after to pre- 
ponderate againſt it, and gained ſuch ſway 
over Claramond, that ſhe loved Arnold more 
than ſhe had ever hated him; this Gentle- 
man, who for ſometime paſt had given 
himſelf up to a ſettled Melancholy, ſud- 
denly was ſeen . to put on that air of 
Serenity and Chearfulneſs whichariſes from 
the Pleaſure of living with Perſons whom 
we love. Agitated with Motions of which 
he miſtook the principle, Arnold enjoyed 
its Pleaſures, free from all apprehenſion, 
as only indulging the innocent Tranſports 
of Friendſhip; he would often ſay, the 
coming of theſe. two accompliſhed young 
Gentlemen to my Houſe, I look on as 
a Bleſſing particularly ſent me from Hea- 
ven, to relieve me from that diſmal State; 
into which I have long been plunged. 
Life was growing perfectly inſupportable 
to me, now I enjoy it, it is even delicious, 

I cannot 
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cannot bear the thoughts, added a Friend 
of Arnolds, that a Girl, becauſe. for ſooth 
her Father by the fortune of the Sword 
fell in a Combat, will be diſturbing a 
Life which every thing concurs to render 
happy; and nothing will ſatisfy her 
implacable Crueltybut your Blood, though 
ſo many have already paid dearly for being 
the Tools of her Humour. God grant that 
we may ſoon hear of her Death, and then 
we may expect to ſee quiet and good 
Neighbourhood again. God forbid, replied 
Arneld, 1 freely own there is nothing I 
more with for, than that Claramond, would 
give over her Revenge; yet the Motives of 
it, well conſidered, are not very blame- 
able; and, were it not for the ill Con- 
ſtruction which may be put on ſuch a Pro- 
cedure, as ariſing from a fear of ſome 
new Champion of hers, I would myſelf 
go in Perſon and endeavour to appeaſe 
her, or ſubmit to any Satisfaction ſhe 
ſhould require. Satisfaction]! anſwered an- 
other of his Friends, with ſome warmth, 

why talk of Satisfaction; her Father and 
all his Adherents, were not they killed 


according to the ſtricteſt Laws of Honour? 
| Was 
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Was it not your own Father's Fate? his 
Death, the Blood of your Relations, and 
what you yourſelf loſt, which brought 
you to Death's Door, did you ever charge 
that to her Account? after having gone 
through three or four Dewels, are you to 
fight every hot-headed Votary of hers? 
This is what I think Honour no wiſe 
obliges you to. That would hold good, 
ſays Arnold, it I had to do with a Man; 
but as Ladies cannot call their Enemies 
to account, they have a right to inſiſt 
on fighting all who will eſpoule their 


Quarrel. 


Claramond was ſo moved with this Con- 
verſation, that leſt her Bluſhes and Con- 
fuſion might betray her, ſhe aroſe to with- 
draw; Arnold little ſuſpecting thg Cauſe, 
aſked his dear Herman, whether he found 
himſelf out of order ; Claramond pretended 
that a violent Head-Ach had ſuddenly 
ſeized her, and with his leave, ſhe would 
go and ſee what an Hour or two on the 
Bed might do, Now many jarring Re- 
flections ruſhed on her fluctuating Mind: 
ſometimes ſhe reproached herſelf as unna- 
tural and baſe, in loving him by whoſe 

Vor. I. F Hand 
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Hand her Father had fallen; then makes 
it a Crime that ever 'ſhe could have 


formed a Deſign againſt the Life of a 
Perion, who was an Ornament to the 
Country, the Idol of all the Neighbour- 
hood Rich and Poor, and poſſeſſed of 
every amiable Quality; then alarmed for 
the Iſſue of her Paſſion, ſhe cried our, 
What do-I mean by loving Arnold? Who 
will make my Love known to him? 
And ſuppoſing he ſhould come to know 


it, what can I expect but Contempt and 


Iaſult? how will my Weakneſs, my change 
from one Extreme to another be exclaimed 


| againſt? No, theſe are ſuch Weights on 


my Mind, that it is Death alone which 
can eaſe me of them. 

Alonng, who had ſoon followed Claramond, 
ſeeing her Miſtreſs in an Agony, ſo far be- 
yond what was uſual in her moſt melancholy 
Mood, aſked the Cauſe. Claramond laying 
open her whole Situation, in the moſt affect- 


ing Point of View, concluded with ſaying, 


to ſuch Evils there is no Remedy but Death. 


No Madam, anſwered Alonne, we are not to 
- throw ourſelves into Deſpair when mode- 


rate Meaſures are before our Eyes, the 
| i | Accom- 
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Accompliſhments and Virtues of Arnold, 
his genteel Treatment of us, have brought 
you not only to lay aſide all ill Deſigns 
againſt him; but excuſe me, have even 
produced a vehement Love to him. Welt 
and what can be inferred from this 
Change? but, being virtuous yourſelf, you 
knew how to value his Deſerts. Are you 
afraid of being taxed with Inconſtancy? 
are you the firſt in whom Hatred has been 
ſeen to be ſucceeded by Love? To love 
a Perfon worthy of being loved, however 
we hated him before, cannot be called In- 
conſtancy ; and to paſs from Hatred to 
Love, becomes us much better, than from 
Love to Hatred; your Paſſion is unknown 
to him who inſpired it, and you miſtruſt 
that when he is informed of it, it will not 
meet with any return; you even apprehend 
that it will be treated with Contempt; this 
is the Weakneſs of us all, that, the more 
we deſire any thing, the greater our Fears 
are of a Miſcarriage: As Arnold, under 
your Diſguiſe, and ignorant of your real 
Condition, treats you with diſtinguiſhed 
Kindneſs, and manifeſtly prefers you to 
his moſt intimate Acquaintance, how 

F 2 | great 


100 COUNTRY EvENINGS 


great will be his Joy when he comes to 
know better? Have. you already forgot 
what he ſaid with regard to the two Fa- 
milies? Believe me, there will not be a 
happier Man in the World than him, 
when one and the ſame bliſsful Inſtant 
ſhall crown all his Defires, by the Period 
of a Hatred which imbitters his whole 
Lite, and, by the Commencement of a 
reciprocal Love. Alas, my dear Alonne | 
you give me a litzle Comfort, ſaid Clara- 
mond, but whilit he js 2 Stranger to my 
Sufferings, what Relief can I hope for, 
and who will break the Secret to him ? 
You cannot think that I myſelf will go and 
1 relate to him, that the end of my coming 
\ to his Houſe was to take away his Life; 
1 but that he has raiſed in me a languiſhing 
| Love, which, inſtead of Revenge, now 
| employs all my Thoughts and Wiſhes ; 

for me to throw myſelf at his Feet, beg 
| Pardon as a guilty Wretch, and intreat 
him to love me—Ah, Madam, replied 
; Alonne, Aruold adores yoy. Submiſ- 


ſion will be his Part; his Deſire that there 
;hould be an end of all Enmity between 
the two Families is too manifeſt, to leave 

any 


\ 
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any room of Fear, that a way of reconci- 
liation will be wanting, without your ex- 
poſing yourſelf. 

As Aloune had zealouſly remonſtrated 
againſt the romantic Enterpriſe, ſo / ſhe 
no leſs tenderly comforted her“ Miſtreſs 
under the Conſequences. Some Days paſt 
in deliberating on what was beſt to be 
done; as, for Claramond to diſcover herſelf, 
whilſt at Arnold's Seat, was by no means 
proper; the Contrivance they agreed ori 
was, that Monne ſhould write to fome truſty 
Acquaintance, who in Anſwer was to fend 
them an Account. of the Death of an 
imaginary Uncle; on which they were to 
aſk their Diſmiſſion. 

Allonne's Friend acted up to that Charac- 
ter, ſending ſuch a Letter of the Death of 
an Uncle as could cauſe no manner of 
Suſpicion, and it was reſolved that very 
Evening, when Arnold's Leiſure would 
render it better timed, to move for their 
Diſmiſſion; but now were partly verified 
the following Lines of the facetious Poet: 


Ay me! what perils do environ 


The Man that meddles with cold Iron 8 
F 3 What 
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What plaguy Miſchiefs and Miſhaps 
Do dog him ſtill with After-Claps, 
For though Dame Fortune ſeem to ſmile 
And lear upon him for a while, 


Shel] after ſhew him in the Nick 
Of all his Honours a Dog-Trick. 


Arnold now amidſt a Company of ſelect 
Friends, who flattered him that his paſt 
Succeſſes would deter any more from eu- 
tering the Liſts againſt him, was enjoying 
his favorite Pleaſure of hearing his Herman 
ling, when ſuddenly the melodious Ac- 
cents of the Lute and Claramond's Voice, 
were interrupted by the Trumpets piercing 
Clangor ; and, at the ſame inſtant, Word 
was brought in of a Herald being at the 
Gate: thus is Feſtivity frequently over- 
clouded, by unexpected Sorrow. Arnold 
ordered him to be ſhewed in: The Herald, 
delivers to him a Letter from a Cavalier, 


whom he ſaid he was not to name; Arno/d, 
read to the Company the Letter, the Con- 


tents of which were as follows. 
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SIR, 
« FF\Hough Heaven has hitherto defer- 
red the Puniſhment of thy crying 


* Offences, againſt her on whom alone it 
© has beſtowed Perfection, it has only been 
©*to enhance thy Shame and Torture. 
* Truſting that the divine Goodneſs, find- 
ing my Affection worthy of the Glory of 
* performing ſo acceptable a Service to my 
« Miſtreſs, has choſen me for the Inſtru- 
* ment of its juſt Wrath, and to enjoy the 
* Reward to which ſhe has bound herſelf, 
and ſince my Life cannot be happy but by 
* thy Death, I ſend thee this Challenge, 
that with the uſual Weapons of Cavaliers, 
* we may To-morrow at Sun-rife, try 
© whom Juſtice or Fortune will moſt favour. 


The Cavalier who propoſes this Combar, 
ſays the Herald, being no Stranger to your 
Courage, I am ordered by him to inform 
you, that for the ſafety of the Field he 
requires only your Word, leaving you 
the Choice both of it and the Weapons 
yet, that with your Approbation the Com- 
bat ſhall be on Horſe-back, with Sword 

F 4 and 
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and Launce, leaving you however, the 
Regulation of the whole, as your Friends 
ſhall adviſe; my Friend, replied Arnold, I 
have been engaged too often in theſe un- 
happy Affairs, to ſtand in need of Advice. 
Tell your Maſter that I think he ſhould 
have made himſelf known, as from his 
concealing himſelf it may be queſtioned 
whether his Rank allows him to fight with 
me; nevertheleſs, without infiſting on 
hearing his Title, I accept his Challenge 
with the Weapons, and at the time men- 
tioned 3 and ſince he has not ſpecified the 
Place, let it be in the Plain about half a 
League of, towards Arles, I ſhall bring 
with me only two Gentlemen, and thoſe, 
only to be Judges of the Strokes, not to 
engage in our Quarrel; and that none of 
our Attendants may be prompted from 
Spectators to become Actors, he 1s 
deſired to ſwear his Friends, as I ſhall 
ſwear mine, not to attempt any thing 
againſt each other. 

Your own Nature, Gentlemen, will 
tell you with what Emotion this Herald 
was received by the whole Company; but 
the Storm which it raiſed in Claramond's 

Boſom, 
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Boſom, is not to be expreſſed; the Perſon 
of all others deareſt to her might periſſi 
in this Combat, of which ſhe alone was 
the Occaſion. From the frequent Changes 
in her Countenance, whilſt Arnold was 
ſpeaking to the Herald, it was eaſily per- 
ceived that it affected her quite otherwiſe, 
than thoſe who had no immediate concern 
in the Quarrel; but the good - natured Com- 
pany judging of her by themſelves, attri- 
buted the ſuppoſed Page's Perturbation, 
to his Affection for his Maſter. 

This was indeed a horrid Night to the 
ſorrowful Claramond, ſhe was often on the 
Point of making herſelf known; but Ho- 
nour, which ever bears the Aſcendant in a 
noble Soul, ſuggeſting to her, the Shame, 
the Infamy, ſne would draw on herſelf by 
ſuch a Declaration, withheld her; let him 
once more fight; ſhould he looſe his Life, 
mine ſhall tollow. Oh my Father and 
all ye whom thoſe long Quarrels have 
ſent to the Regions of Death, accept of 
the Pangs of my conflicting Heart, in- 
ſtead of murderous Vengeance; pangs ſo 
excruciating, that your Shades, however 
irritated, may henceforth reſt appeaſed. | 

F 5 The 
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The next Morning, by break of Day, 


the Knight's Herald returned with Notice, 


that his Maſter agreed to the Place men- 
tioned by Arnold; that of the two Gentle- 
men who were to accompany him, he had 
taken their Word of Honour not to fight; 


Tam alſo enjoined, added the Herald, to let 
you know that ſome particular Motives 


lay him under a Neceſſity of concealing 
his Name; withal to aſſure you, that his 
Birth is unexceptionable, and that after 
all he was extremely concerned, there was 
no other way of obtaining the Poſſeſſion 


of his beloved Object; bat that the in- 


vincible Violence of his Paſſion forces 


him to ſacrifice the Rights of Friendſhip 


to the Pleaſure of her whom he adored. 


To the Herald, Arnold anſwered, that he 
would inſtantly ſend away a Page with him 
to view the Spot intended for the Combat; 
and that he would be there in Perſon with- 
in the Hour, likewiſe to tell the enamoured 
Cavalier, that he would excuſe his Love, 
tut not overlook his Raſhneſs; then turn- 


ing to his dear Herman, whom he had 


choſen for his Attendant, together with 


Maurice, a young Man of tried Courage, 


he 
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he ſaid: go, young Gentlemen and View 
the Spot for this unexpected Affair. Cla- 
ramond encouraged by the Tranquillity of 
the intrepid Arnold, put on a Suit of Ar- 
mour, and mounted her Horſe, with a 
graceful Alacrity. At her return from 
her Commiſion, ſhe found Arnold and 
Maurice, armed and on Horſeback, and 
thus they moved out of the Caſtle; being 
come to the Spot agreed on, Arnold takes 
his Launce from the Hands of his hand- 
ſom Page, ſaying, that Cavalier on the 
white Horſe 1 take to be him, whom Love 
has ſent on this idle Errand; he has all 
the Appearance of a Man of Spirit, but 
that will beſt be feen upon Trial; then 
ordering Herman and Maurice to withdraw 
to the diſtance of half a quarter of a 
Mile, the unknown Cavalier gave the like 
Orders to his Seconds, and after five or 
ſix Volts, moves ſlowly forward, till ſpace 
was left to put his Horſe at full Speed ; 
then couching his Launce, he makes to- 
wards Arnold, who alſo ruſhes on him; 
ſo violent was the ſhock of their rencounter 
that their Launces flew in Shivers, and 
their Horſes fel} backwards; but Arnold, 
who 
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who had kept his Stirrups, immediately 


recovered his Attitude to avail himſelf of 
his Enemy's Diſadvantage ; and he was 


no leſs alert to prevent him, but his Horſe, 


whether ſtill ſtunned with the Shock or 


turned too ſhort, falls on one Side with his 
Rider under him; you ſee, ſays Arnold, you 


fight in a wrong Cauſe, and this you 


muſt own and beg your Life; or Death is 
the Word. To me it is enough that you 
aſcribe your Advantage to Fortune, re- 
plied the Cavalier, the Victory I own 1 


cannot deprive you of, but never ſhall you 


or any Man living reproach me with a 
baſe Submiſſion ; to beg my Life is ſcan- 


dalous, and I chooſe rather to die like a 


Man of Honour. 

Arnold affected by ſuch extraordinary 
Magnanimity, if refuſing to ſubmit when 
diſabled, be not rather culpable, alighted 
to help him, thinking he had received 
only ſome flight Contuſion; but ſeeing 
that he could not ſtand, and one of his 


Legs was fractured, he calls to the Atten- 
dants on both Sides, and addreſſed himſelt 


to the Cavalier; your Courage, ſays he, 


Sir, is ſuch as merits the Eſteem of all 
who 
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who have any Senſe of Honour; as for 
my Part, though Fortune oppreſſes Vir- 
tue, my Endeavours ſhall be to raiſe it, 
and this Arm which was ſtretched out 
againſt you, ſhall henceforth be always 
ready in your Cauſe; it is not of 'Fo-day, 
replied the Knight, that your Generoſity 
was firſt known to me; to clear what lowe 
to you, will never be in my Power; be- 
ſides my Grief is, that now Duty leaves 
nothing to be done by Good-will and 
Generoſity. 

Now came up the Cavaliers on both 
Sides, Claramond's Joy is eaſy to be ima- 
gined, ſhe could have wiſhed to have 
known who it was, who, after ſuch an 
Interval had declared for her; but, Arnold 
though very urgeat that the Knight would 
be carried to his Houſe, yielded to his 
Inſtances, that he would allow him to 
ſeek Relief elſewhere; having, ſaid he, 
very ſtrong Reaſons for keeping himſelf 
unknown. 

Claramond, whoſe De ſign of going away 
was ſtill uppermoſt, as leading to a happy 
Concluſion of all her Troubles by an 
Union with Arnold, laid hold of the firſt 
Op- 
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was the Cauſe of his concealing himſelf, 
being aſhamed, and very juſtly, of ſacri- 
icing the Laws of Friendſhip to Love. 


Imprabe amor, quid non Mortalia Pectora cogis ! . 


Cries Dido, and that this Paſſion impels 
its Votaries to ſcandalous Actions, a thou- 
fand living inſtances manifeſt ; 


Love's Power's too great to be withſtood ; 
By feeble human Fleſh and Blood, j 
Twas he that brought upon his Knees 
The hect'ring Kill-cow Hercules; 
Reduc'd his frightful Lion's Skin 
T' a Petticoat, and made him ſpin, 
He made the beauteous Queen of Crete 
To take a 'Town-bull for her Sweet: 
 ?P Twas he made Veſtal“ Nuns love-ſick. 
And venture to be buried Quick. 

| , 'Tis 
The Veſal Virgins were ſo called from the per- 
petual Fire dedicated to the Goddeſs Va, which 
they were to keep alive under very ſevere Puniſhment, 
to which allude theſe follow ing Lines in the T xg 
of Caia: 


Thou mighi'ſt as well court the pale trembling Veſtal 
When ſhe beholds the ſacred Flame expiring. 


They were of the beſt Families in Rome; and choſen 
ſrom the Age of fix to ten. They made a vow of 
: Chaſtity 
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Tis he that ſtately Dames enamours 
With Lackies and Valets de Chambres : 
Their haughty Stomachs overcomes, 
And makes them ſtoop to dirty Greoms. 


With a Heart full of Arnold's generous 
Behaviour, he was no ſooner able to fit 
a Horſe, than he haſtened to the Seat 
of Claramond's Uncle, rightly jndging, 
that, to a Hero whoſe Valour was tem- 
pered with ſuch Mildneſs and Humanity, 
nothing could be more acceptable than to 
extinguiſh a Feud, which had ſo often 
diſturbed the Quiet of the Country. The 
intimate Connections between him and 
la Tournelle, led him to conclude that he 
ſhould eaſily bring that Gentleman to cloſe 
with a Reconciliation, and that Claramond 
would not ſtand out againſt the Pleaſure 
of an Uncle, who had tenderly ſupplied 
the Place of a Father to her. 

But this ferocious Man, at Maufroy's 
Overture of an Accommodation, flew into 
a Flame; I had, hitherto, thought that of 


Chaſtity, and the Breach of it was puniſhed with being 
buried alive. Such a ſtrict Purity was required of 
them, that one was put to Death only for ſaying, 


oe fancied Marriage muſt be a very plea/am Thing. 
all 
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all my Friends, you was he I could moſt 


depend on, but it ſeems, I was miſtaken 
in my Man: know then, that till my 
Enemy and his Adherents breathe their 
laſt, I will not deſiſt; you and all my 
other .ſham Friends may join them; 
my Hatred ſhall flame, though left alone. 
As for Arnold I will ſgon take a Courſe 
with him, which ſhall put a ſpeedy ſtop 
to his cowardly Intrigues for bringing 
about a Reconciliation ; and you, I ſup- 
poſe, will ſcarce trouble me a ſecond time 
with ſuch a "Meſſage. Maufroy aſſured 
him, it was purely a regard for their 
Family, which had put him on this Step 
that Arnold knew nothing of the Matter; 
however, ſince he was ſo unhappily averſe 
from Peace, not a Word more of it 
mould he ever hear from him. 

Before Maufroy left this Seat, where 
after ſach an abrupt Reception he was not 
fond of ſtaying, a Servant of la Tournelle's 
informed him, that a Man had been ſu- 
borned to offer his Services to Arnold, in 

order to Poiſon him. Maufroy, inſtantly, 
ſends Advice to Arnold of the Devices 


practiſing againſt him; then, imagining 
from 


a way ad 7 => 


% * 
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from the Softneſs of the Sex, that Clara- 


mond would lend a more favourable Ear 
to his pacific Propoſals, he reſolves to go 
to her in Ga/cony, as ſhe was not expected 
back till Spring. Now, he thought, that 
if the Niece ſhewed herſelf inclined to a 
Reconciliation, the Uncle on his Side 
would be more flexible, as his Ardour for 
Revenge might be more on her ACE 
than his own. 

Claramond was at a loſs what to think of 
his coming; of all her Inamaratos, whom 
ſhe imagined might have challenged A- 
nold, Maufroy had not occurred to her. 
He candidly gave her the particular Ac- 
count of the Combat, enlarged on Arnold's 
extraordinary Merits ; laid before her how 


much the general Happineſs of the 
Country was affected by theſe Family 


Animoſities; this he inlarged on, know- 
ing it was touching her in a ſenſible Part, 
her diffuſive Benevolence; in a Word he 
exhauſted his Rhetoric in perſuading her 
to what before was her predominant 
Wiſh, 
Claramond, without an immediate Aſſent 
did not reject it with 
the 


to the Propoſal, 
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the Aſperity of her Uncle, and concealing 
her real Sentiments, aſked Maufroy whether 
Arnold had commiſſioned him to open the 
Matter to her. No, but from the Good- 
neſs of his Heart, I dare anſwer for his 
Joyful Concurrence, if that be all which 
is wanting. The Period of theſe Animo- 
ſities promiſes a complete Happineſs to 
both; and being devoted to you from 
Love, and to him by Gratitude, this Re- 
conciliation is what I ſhould pride myſelf 
in being the Inftrument of. Am I, ſaid 
Claramond, to folicit a Pacification with one, 
who has given me fuch cauſe of Offence? 
Were I ſure of his ſincere Concern for 
what is paſt, I do not know whether I 
ſhould not come in to whatever my Uncle 
ſhould think proper towards a Reconcile- 
ment. | 

Maufroy, as a Relation, was invited to 
ſpend a few Days at Claramond's Sear, 
under Condition of not aſſuming the 
Character of a Lover, but whether from 
this Reſtriction, or Ardour to accompliſh 
his generous Views, fluſhed with the 
favourable Diſpoſitions of Claramond, he 


made- the beſt of his way. to Arnold's 
Seatz 


' 
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Seat; but in the mutual Gratulations which 
he had anticipated, he was for this time 
diſappointed, Arnold being gone into 
Provence on a Viſit to a Lady, a Rela- 
tion of his. 

The dark Winter being ſuperſeded by 
the gladſom Spring, Claramend ſet out for 
Provence ; but when within three eaſy 
Days Journey of her Uncle, her Atten- 
dants loſt their Way, and bewildered 
themſelves in a Foreſt horrid with rocky 
Precipices, and in which few Paths of 
human Feet, or Tracks of Beaſts were to 
be ſeen ; and a further apparent Misfortune 
was, that her Servants endeavouring to 
find a Road out of theſe dreary Soli- 
tudes, loſt one another, and the poor 
Lady was left with only one Page, and 
her faithful Aonne. 


The weſtern Sun now ſhot a feebler Ray, 
And faintly ſcatter'd the remains of Day. 


Vet no ſight of any Attendant, that Clat 
mond's Uneaſineſs began to heighten into 
2 Suſpicion of ſome Plot, the various 
Eads of which her buſy Imagination 

repre- 
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repreſenting to her, filled her with the 
moſt terrifying Ideas. In- vain Alonne 
ſtrove to Comfort her, in vain the 
Page made ſeveral Excurſions, hallowing 
for ſome fortunate Diſcovery. In this 
melancholy Situation they continued till 


Twilight grey, 
Had in her ſober livery all Things clad, 


When Alenne and the Page climbing an 


Eminence, and having raiſed their Voices, 


Alonne haſtened to inform the diſtreſſed 
Claramond that they had heard a ſhout an- 
ſwering them at ſome diſtance, the Page 
in the mean Time continuing his hola, ho, 

ho, hola. | 
This Foreſt belonged to the Seat where 
Arnold was viliting, and he being that 
very Day out -a Stag Hunting, in the 
Eagerneſs of the Chace had out-rid his 
Servants, that hearing the Cries of the 
Page and Alonne, he concluded them to be 
ſome of his People, and galloped towards 

the Place whence the Sound came. 
The Idea of Arnold was too ſtrongly 
impreſſed on Claramond, not to know him, 
but, in her Fright, ſhe imagined that her 
Domeſ- 


4 
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Domeſticks had been practiſed with to 
betray her into the Hands of one, Who, as 
yet mult neceſſarily look on her as an in- 
veterate Enemy, and this meeting in 10 


ſtrange a Place, had indeed ſome Air of a 


preconcerted Machination. The claſhing 
Agitations of her Mind brought on ſome 
Symptòͤms of a Syncope, on which Alonne 
cried for Aſſiſtance, and not having 


looked at Arnold with Attention enough to 


recal him, in the Heat of her Concern and 
Endeavours to bring her Lady to herſelf, 
ſhe had ſeveral times uttered the Name of 
Claramond. The Paleneſs which veiled 
Claramond's Beauties did not hinder Arnold 
from knowing his favourite Herman, or 
rather from diſcerning that Herman was no 
other than Claramond; yet he doubted of 
the Identity of the Perſon, till plainly 
ſeeing Fourbin in Alonne, he was confirmed 
in the reality of the happy Occurrence. He 
took Claramond out of her Litter, and tran- 
ſported with Love, or perhaps as a Means 
tor her Recovery, kiſſed her as if he meant 
to draw her Soul to her Lips. Alanne, who 
at firſt Sight had known Arnold, was over» 

1 joyed 
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joyed at theſe Effuſions of his Tenderneſs, 
inſtead of oppoſing them; and by their 
joint Endeavours, ſhe had the Pleaſure of 
ſeeing her Lady revive. The ſubmiſſive 
Courtely, the endearing: Expreſſions of a 
Man, whom ſhe loved as much as ſhe 


thought herſelf deteſted by him, ſhed into 


her Heart Senſations too exquilite for 
Deſcription, and Arnold's Paſſion ſeemed 
to have expelled his Reaſon ; for drawing 
his Sword and Knight-like kiſſing the 
Blade, he preſented it to Claramond, with 
this romantic Speech : Madam, he who 
has offended you is unworthy of Pardon, 
of a favourable Look from thoſe heavenly 
Eyes: Life is a burden to me under your 
Hatred; now revenge yourſelf ; if Heaven 
protected my Life from thoſe who ſought 
it to obtain you, it was that I might fall 
a happy Sacrifice by your Hands, Ah 
ceaſe to raiſe any mournful or ſanguinary 
Ideas, anſwered Claramond not without 
Emotion; Ah! how changed is that Heart 
which once was ſet againſt you; thus ſhew- 
ing herſelf a praiſe-worthy Exception to 
the Imputation of the Poet: 
| Women 
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Women are govern'd by a ſtubborn Fate, 
Their Love's inſuperable as their Hate; 
No Merit their Averſion can remove, 
No ill Requital can efface their Love. 


The two Lovers were happily- inter- 


rupted in their Extaſies by the coming 
of two of Claramond's Outriders, with 
Tydings that from a Height, which 


they pointed at, they had diſcovered a- - 
ſtately Seat not above two Leagues off, 
and there ſeemed ſomething of a Road to 


the left, leading out of the Foreſt to- 
1 


wards the Seat. Oh, ſays Claramond, let 


us drive thither before we are benighted, 


* 


in Provence we cannot fail of a genteel 


Reception, This was an additionahJoy 


to Arnold, who being ſomething acquainted - 
with the Country, knew this Seat; muſt be 


his Relation's, there being 'no other of any 
Nate for ſeveral Leagues; but this he 


„ 
- , * 


kept to himſelf, leaſt, on ſeveral Accounts, 


Claramond ſhould not be Prevailed on to 
put up there. N 


Accordingly, being arrived at the Seat, 


and ſeeing by the Receptian of Arnold to 


whom it belonged, ſhe ſhewed ſome Re- 
Vol. I. G luctance 
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luctance to go in, but the Servants repre - 


ſenting that their Cattle were pretty much 


ſpent, and the Lady with the moſt per- 
ſuaſive Elegance joining her Invitations to 
Arnold's paſſionate Requeſts, ſhe conſented 
to take up her Lodging at the Sear. 


Arnold's Thoughts were, the whole N iht, | 


converſant with his Claramond; for her alone 


will he live; now he hopes, then deſpairs 3 . 


her coming under his Roof in Diſguiſe, 
plynges him into an - Abyſs of Conjec- 
tures ;. at all Events, his Reſolution is to 


ſhe may relent; if otherwiſe, he would 
ſeek in the German Wars an honourable 
End of his Sufferings. 

Claramond overjoyed to ſee that her Love 


met with ſuch ardent Returns, indulged 
herſelf in the raviſhing Proſpe& of that 


Felicity, which ſhe concluded every ſuc- 
ceeding Day would bring, in an Union 
with ſo accompliſhed a Perſon. 

The next Morning ſhe was for taking 
her leave; or at leaſt made ſuch a Feint, 
but Berenice the Lady of the Seat, who 
had perceived all her Couſin's Paſſion, 
prevailed with Claramond to ſtay a Day or 

wo 
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two with her, during which the happy 
Arnold obtained from her, that Avowal 
which raiſed him to the ſummit of Bliſs; 
however, when he came to mention the 
ſacred Junction, Claramond gave him to 
underſtand that ſhe could accept no Hand 
without her Uncle's Approbation. Here 
Arnold, knowing 1a Tournelle's Temper, 
ſunk again into his former Anxiety, which 
only haſtened his Happineſs; for Claramond, 
wrought on by his Melancholy and In- 
treaties, and the Perſuaſions of the elegant 
Berenice, agreed to a private Marriage. 
With this happy Pair immerſed in the 
ſweeteſt Sympathy of mutual Love, ten 
Days fled like a momentary Viſion. As a 
longer ſtay might produce Suſpicions, 
Claramond, ſad Separation! continued her 
Tourney to her Uncle's. 

La Tournelle not knowing what had 
paſſed, received his Niece with great Joy 
and Affection; and ſhe, after entertaining 
him with the news of Bagnieres, as all 
Places of ſuch Reſort afford plenty of Chit 
Chat, laid hold, as ſhe imagined, of a 
favourable Interval of good Humour, 
to intimate a Reconciliation with Arnold's 

G 2 F amily; 
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Family; that Name awakening her Love, 
ſhe added ſuch high Commendations of 
Arnold, that la Tournelle interrupted her 
with harſh Language, charging her with 
betraying the Honour of their, Family ; 
But when he came to hear that ſhe had 
ſtopped at a Relation's of Arnold, and in 
the amplifying Speech of Fame, had ſtaid 
there a full Fortnight, his Anger increaſed, 
he even threatned her with Death; after- 
wards thinking that ſuch Threatnings 
would put her on ſtealing away from the 
Houſe, he confined her to an Apartment, 
not ſeeing her himſelf, nor allowing any 
other, but they to whoſe Cuſtody ſhe 
was committed. 

Alonne, however, found means to adviſe 
Arnold of the melancholy Situation of his 
Spouſe, and even, by the Connivance of 
two Domeſtics, to come to the Speech of 
Claramond, whoſe Sweetneſs of Manners 
had-overcome the Rudeneſs of thoſe Men, 
that they eaſily liſtened to Alonne's Cajo- 
leries; which, indeed, were inforced by 
ſome Louis; at laſt they went ſo far as to 
offer a Reſcue, ſhould it even be at the 
Expence of their Maſter's Life ; being 


engaged 


ENTERTAINMENTS. 125 


engaged to ſerve him as far as Reaſon and 
Honour allowed, but not to be the Tools 
of his Cruelty. This Offer, which a thou- 
ſand others would have made no Scruple 
of, Claramond declined, thanking them for 
their good Will ; but, added ſhe, though 
my Uncle's Treatment of me, be none of 
the beſt, I cannot concur in an Offer, 
which may indanger his Life. Arnold's 
Love was not leſs inventive than Aonne's 
Zeal, in a Letter dictated by the moſt cor- 
dial Affection and Grief, and brought 
to his Lady ; he aſſured her that he would 
foon deliver her, or loſe his Life in the 
Attempt: Her Anſwer breathed the like 
Tenderneſs, concluding with Intreaties to 
forbear all violent Meaſures, as the bare 
Thoughts of it threw her into an Agony; 
and if ſhe had any Influence with him, 
to wait and receive from Time, what he 
was for obtaining by uncertain Force. 
In the mean Time, Maufroy, ſtill intent 
on his fixed Deſign of ſhewing his high 
Eſteem for Arnold, underſtanding what 
had been done at Ja Tournelle's, and the 
Cauſe of his brutal Rigour, generouſly 
departed from all Pretenſions to the lovely 
G 3 Claramond 
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_ Claramond, and employed every Mean for 
ber Deliverance; Gentleneſs and Reaſon- 


ings meeting with an abrupt Repulſe, he 
openly declared to Ja Tournelle, that he 


would make it his Buſineſs to ruin him in 
every Shape; in his Subſtance, his Intereſt 


at Court, and the Eſteem of all Men of 
Honour. 


Arnold, who looked on Claramond's In- 
treaties, as proceeding only from Female 
Timidity, often alarmed at Shadows, con- 
tinued his Preparatives for the Enterpriſe ; 
and Maufroy to make good one part of his 


| Promiſe, raiſes his Friends and Vaſſals. 


La Tournelle alarmed at the League 
formed againſt him, and conſcious of his 


| Inability to withitand ſuch Leaders ani- 


mated by Love and Gratitude, had re- 


| courſe to Artifice, feigning a Diſpoſition 


for the Reconcilement of the Families, 


and beſides ſetting Claramond at Liberty, 


and iating his Inſolence with a Pre- 
tence of Concern for her Welfare, and 
the Honour of the Family, invited Mau- 


a to an, Interview. He expreſſed him- 


ſelf as wearied with this long Quarrel, 
"which had been fatal to ſo many worthy 
Perſons, 


La. ad 
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Perſons, and that he was of an Age to which 
Peace and Tranquillity were moſt ſuitable; 
he carried his Diſſimulation ſo far as to 
intimate, that he could wiſh, the Cement 
of the Reconciliation were a Match be- 


tween Arnald and Claramond. Maufroy, 


though ignorant of the ſacred Tye, which 


now united them, being no Stranger to 
their reciprocal Love, laid aſide his juſt 
| Reſentment, and engaged to Ia Tournelle, 
that Arnold ſhould make a formal Demand 


of Claramend in Marriage; this Overture 


the Uncle ſeemed gladly to cloſe with, 
and what Joy this imparted to the Bride 
and Bridegroom, may eaſily be conceived, 
as thus their Nuptials would be celebrated 
dy the two reconciled Families, and ſpread 
Harmony and Repoſe through a Country, 
which for Ages had been a Scene of En- 
mity and Commotions. 

No Perſon could be a more proper Re- 
preſentative of Arnold, to make this De- 
mand, than the generous Maufroy, who 
had moved it and brought the News of it 
to Arnold; accordingly he haſtened back 
from his Seat to that of la Tournelle, with 
. gay Retinue, expreſſive of his Commiſ- 
G 4 | ſion. 
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fon. The Demand being agreed to, Arnold 
ſent circular Letters to his Relations and 
Friends, deſiring their Company at Beau 
Sejour, la Teurnelle's Seat, on the Day ap- 
pointed for the Ceremony. 

The ſanguinary Uncle, whilſt he kept 
dis Niece under ſuch unjuſt Confinement, 
had employed both the Dagger and Poiſon 
- againſt the Life of a Man, whom, taken 
fer all in all, you ſhould not ſee bis Fellow, 
but all his Devices failing, he conceived 
the horrid Defign of making his Niece's 
Marriage ſubſervient to his Rancour, and 
effecting Deſtruction under the Veil of 
Feſtivity. 

He cauſed to be mined a ſpacious Hal 
in which the Ceremony was to be per- 
formed, and thus at one Exploſion to cut 
off the whole oppoſite Family, involving 
in the Ruin his own, except three Perſons, 
to whom he intended a Signal that they 
ſhould withdraw on ſome private Buſineſs 
be had to communicate to them. But 
ſuch enormous Crimes Heaven ſeldom 
permits, and when the vile Projector ima- 
gines his Hopes full blown, blaſts them, 

and — his dark Schemes to Light. 
X _ The 
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The Miner whom he had hired was a 
Foreigner, and had ſerved in 1{aly under 
Maufroy. This Work from the Secrecy 
obſerved in it, he ſurmiſed could be to 
no good purpoſe, and ſeeing his former 
Capta'n come and go, he took an Oppor- 
tunity of making himſelf known, and 
acquainted him with the Work. he was 
carrying on. Words are wanting to ex- 
preſs the Emotions, which ſuch an inſer- 
nal Plot raiſed in the generous Heart of 
Maufroy. After recovering from his Ama- 
zement, he immediately ſent Notice of 
this happy Intelligence to Arnold, who 
was no leſs expeditious in deſiring his Re- 
lations, though. without particulariſing 
the Cauſe, to ſuſpend any further Prepara- 
tives, there being an Emulation among 
them in the Splendor of their Figure, as 
the moſt expreſſive token of Joy, at an 
Event ſo pregnant with private and public 
Felicity; but withal to repair to his Seat, 
as on a common Viſit. Here he opened to 
them the direful' myſtery. of Malice, and 
on conſulting what: Meaſures were to be 
taken, it was agreed to leave the whole to 


Arnold; he ſignified that they ſhould go 
G 5 ſeparately. 
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ſeparately to Beau-Sejour and there the 
Curtain, ſhould be drawn up in the Pre- 
ſence of the Criminal himſelf. La Tour- 
x elle little dreaming that his Machinations 
had taken air, received them ſeverally 
with the warmeſt Demonſtrations of glad- 

neſs, and leading them into the mined Hall, 
addreſſed himſelf to the brillant Com- 
pany in theſe Words: This is the Place 
where the impatient Haughtineſs of two 
Women gave Birth to that Enmity which 
fo long inflamed rwo illuſtrious Families ; 
and this is the Place where I hope it 
will ſoon be brought to an everlaſting 
Period. Never was Company ſo welcome 
- here, the fight tranſports me fo that 1 
cannot forbear playing the Boy and 


thedding Tears. 
The Truth of what you ſay, aofwered 


Arnold, is not in the leaſt queſtioned, and 
the meaning of your Profeſſions we un- 
derſtand beyond what you think. The 
Plot is diſcovered; you have attempted 
my Life by Means quite unworthy any 
thing of a Gentleman; yet ſatisfied with 


their Miſcarriage, I only reaſoned calmly 
with you in Letters; 1 never expoſed 
your 
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your Iafamy; but, at preſent, when your 


inhuman Rancour would diſcharge itſelf 


on many worthy Perſons drawn hither by 
the exalted Pleaſure: which riſes in all 
good People, at ſeeing Diſcords and Hoſti- 
lities happily compoſed, I cannot conceal 
how much I am hurt by the turpitude of 
your laſt Treachery; not one here but 


knows it, that concealment is now impoſ- | 


ſible, and from my near Affinity to you, 


I muſt be involved in the Diſgrace. But 


as what is done cannot be recalled, and the 
Deciſion, is left to me, I requeſt all who 
hear me to forgive you, and like that 
God on whom we all depend, and with- 
out whoſe Forgiveneſs, woeful is our State, 
to accept of your ſincere Repentance as 
an expiation of your Guilt. 
L Tournelle at firſt was feized with all 
the Terrors of condemned Guilt, but find- 
ing from Arnold's laſt Words, that he to 
whoſe Arbitrage the Iſſue had been left, par- 
doned him, and even became his Interceſſor, 
he recovered his Spirits, and with a placid. 
Countenaace offered the following Apo- 
logy: How afflictive the loſs. of Perſons 


with. whom we are connected by Blood 
and 
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and ſteady Friendſhip is, and how dif- 
ficult to be forgotten can be judged of - 
only by thoſe to whom Nature has given 
delicate Sentiments; with ſordid Souls 
void of Senfibility, the Death of. their 

Friends of whatſoever Nature, makes but 
a light Impreſſion, and if they remember 
0 it is with Indifference ; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
[ 
| 
| 
| 
/ 


| Az 8 Fi 3 dwells with eas, 
| And conſcious Virtue i is allow'd ſome Pride, 


| - ſapported by this . principle of Zeal for 
|  Family-honour and reſentment far flaugh- 
| «ered Friends, whatever you determine I 
| hall meet with the ſame Courage which 
| prompted me to generous Revenge; I fay 
generous, for if I called in illicit Means, 
it was not till the more honourable had 
failed; Honour ſuggeſted to me that to 
live'and ſee my Enemies triumphant and 
| exulting in the Ruins of my Family 
argued Degeneracy; my Duty to thoſe 
who had nobly fell in the Family's Cauſe 
| 
| 


injoined me, to purſue to Death the 
proud Victors; this Duty perhaps, I may 
have carried to an Extreme; but Heaven 
did nat ſeeond my Will; and now, fince 
| _ it 


it has ſo ſignally traverſed my Revenge, 
I this Day, Gentlemen, before Heaven 
and before you, renounce all vindictive 


| 
Thoughts and Procedures; and here I 
ſand calm and ſedate, the Object either il 
of your Fuſtice or Clemency. | 
The Indignation of the Aſſembly was | 
turned into Aſtoniſhment, yet ſome ap- 
prehending this Speech to procede only il 
from his Situation, moved to put a final 1 
End to the whole by his Death. Clara., 
mond, who, from Affection to her Uncle as | 
| incurring a capital Puniſhment and from 
Horrour of the Deſign, had fainted away | 
at the Notice of it, heſitated about ſpeak- 1 
ing for him, leſt fome of the ſanguine, 1 
ſtrangers. to her tranſcendent Character, 1 
ſhould ſuſpect her of being an Accom- | 
plice; yet the Goodneſs, of her Heart | 
took the aſcendant over thoſe Fears and 1 
all the perſonal Injuries ſhe had ſuſtained.” 
After a Preamble on the Beauty of Cle- 
mency and the Acceptableneſs of it to the | 
divine Being, in whoſe Hands are our 1 
Mitery and Bliſs; ſhe added, I ſhould be ik 
| wretched indeed, did not 1 promiſe myſelf 1 
that your cr will prevail with you vi 
above | 
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above your Reſentment however juſt; 
and that, by thus forgiving my Uncle, you 
will extinguiſh in his Heart that Hatred 
which the loſs of ſo many Perſons ſo dear 
to him had kindled. You will kindly 
_ conſider that Conſanguinity enjoins me to 
intercede for him, or rather renders me 
anſwerable for whatever may befall him on 
this Occaſion. If I cannot obtain Favour 
for him, I diſclaim all Favour to myſelf; 
for be it known, I am little leſs guilty 
than he; not of this laſt Machination, to 
which 1 was an utter Stranger, but for 
having lived three Months under Arneld's 
Roof diſguited both in Name and Cloath- 
ing, with a View of taking away his Life. 
Of this Crime I accuſe myſelf and am 
prepared to ſhare my Uncle's Fate. Hav- 
ing partaken of the moſt happy Circum- 
ftances of his Life, I will not forſake him 
in the moſt Afflictive. | 
From the unnatural Rigour with which 
la Tournelle had treated his Niece, it was 
the general Belief, that if ſhe had not in- 
flamed the Company againſt him, at leaſt 
| not a Word would have come from her 
| in his Behalf, The nobleneſs of ſuch a 
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Conduct ſo charmed the whole Aſſembly, 
that all thoughts of Juſtice and Vengeance 
were dropped, and 4a Tournelle was looked 
on rather as miſled by falſe Principles than 
internally depraved and malevolent. He 
of all others leaſt expected ſuch a warm 
Advocate in his Niece, that for ſome time 
he was motionleſs with Surpriſe and Rap- 
ture. Tenderly weeping over Claramond, 
he exclaimed againſt the wrong Ideas of 
Honour which had incited him to ſuch 
unjuſtifiable Harſhneſs; his laft deteſtable 
Conſpiracy, for ſo he himſelf called it, he 
begged might be blotted out of all Re- 
membrance. He vowed an unreſerved 
Friendſhip to the whole Company, and 
Experience ſhewed the reality of his Re- 
pentance, doing many kind Offices by his 
intereſt with the Great, and ever delight- 
ing in giving Proofs of his tender Regard 
for Arnold and his Niece, whoſe Nuptials 
were celebrated with all the Ryoicings uſed 
in thoſe times. 


From hence let fierce contending Nations know 
What dire Effects from civil Diſcords flow; 
'Tis this which fill the Country with Alarms 
And fertile Gallia waſtes by Gallic Arms : 
Hence 
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Hence Tumult, Fraud and Cruelty and Strife, 
And claſhing Youths untimely end their Life. 


Thanks to my Stars, cried Meleſina, that 
we live in more humane Times, when theſe 


private Combats are ſuppreſſed; that was 


a moſt horrid practice for Families to 
butcher one another ſo.— Fair Lady, con- 


tinued Lucilius, Combats were not only 
the recourſe of impatient Revenge; but 
in the North whence the Cuſtom was de- 
rived, they were allowed as the ſureſt 
Means of rightly determining any Diffe- 
rences: thoſe Nations from their wrong 
idea of Providence, concluded that he 
muſt be in the right. to whom God. 
granted the Victory; and many were the 
Laws“ regulating theſe judicial Combats, 
as thoſe of——No more of Combats or 


Laws, I pray, interrupted Porlius, I per- 


ceive 

The timely dew of ſleep, 
Now falling, with ſoft lumbrous Weight inclines 
Our Eye-Lids. 

* A Law perfectly of a Piece with the Wiſdom of 
thoſe times was: That if a Combatant was found to 
have any Herbs, fit for Inchantment about him, they 
were taken from him, and. he was ſworn not to.uſe 


any.. be 
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As the indiſpoſition of Auſonins has 
deprived us of the Entertainment he pro- 
poſed for us To-night, I muſt, ſaid Mele- 
Ana, inſiſt that before any thing elſe 
comes on the Carpet, Por 7ius ſhall give us 
his Account of that ſtrange Cuſtom of 
judicial Combats, as he called them. No 
Objection being offered, he began: Fro- 
thon, yet was he ſtyled the Pacific, enacted, 

Firſt, That no Differences. ſhould be de- 
cided by Oaths, Pledges or Recantations. 

Secondly, All Differences to be decided 
by the Sword, for Strokes become a Man 
better than Invectives. 


Thirdly, A Combatant putting his Foot 
out of the Line marked for the Combat, 


to loſe his Cauſe, as if overcome. 
- . Fourthly, A private Man having a 
Quarrel with a Fighter by Profeſſion, may 
Fight in Armour, the other ta uſe only 
a Bludgeon. He. from whom Blood was 
firſt drawn loſt his Cauſe, but ſome 
Caſes required the Death of one of the 
Parties, He who failed making his Ap- 
pearance at the Time appointed was ac- 
counted vanquiſhed, and ever after held 
infamous. But the moſt exact Care was 
takea 
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taken that both Sides ſhould be on an 
equal footing, and the want of Skill or 
Strength was made up by the Nature of 
the Weapons. We alſo learn from our 
celebrated Monteſguiou, that before the 
Combat the Magiſtrates ordered that the 
Relations of the Parties ſhould withdraw, 
the People obſerve a profound Silence, 
and no Aſſiſtance be given to either Party 
under ſevere Penalties, or even Death, 
if, by means of that Aſſiſtance, the other 
Combatant loſt the Day. A Gentleman 
challenging a Villain could fight him only 
in the manner allowed to Villains, ſtripped 
to his Shirt and with Bludgeon. and Buck- 
ler. No judicial Combat could be fought 
by Parties under fifteen Years of Age. To 
give the Ladies ſome idea of theſe En- 
counters and the Jouſts, eſpecially as 
practiſed in modern Ages, the following 
Lines are the beſt which at. preſent occur. 


* The Challenger with fierce D efie 

His Trumpet ſounds, the Challeng's makes 
reply; 

With Clangour rings the Field, reſounds the 
y  aulted Sky. 


-Their 
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Their Vizors clos'd, their Lances in the Reſt, 
Or at the Helmet pointed, or the Creſt; 
They vaniſh from the Barrier, ſpeed the Race, 
And, Tpurring, ſee decreaſe the middle Space. 
A Cloud of Smoak envelops either Hoſt; 
And all at once the Combatants are loſt: 
Darkling they join adverſe and ſhock unſeen : 
Courſers with Courſers juſtling, Men with Men. 
As lab'ring in Eclipſe a while they ſtay, 
Till the next Blaſt of Wind reſtores the Day: 
They look anew : the beauteous Form of Fight 
Is chang'd, and War appears a grieſly Sight. 
Two Troops in fair Array one Moment ſhow'd, 
The next a Field, with fallen Bodies ftrow'd: 
Nor half the number in their Seats are found ; 
But Men and Steeds lie grov'ling on the Ground. 
T he Points of Speirs are ſtuck within the Shield, 
The Steeds without their Riders ſcour the Field, 
The Knights unhors'd on Foot renewthe Fight, 
The glittering Falchions caſt a gleaming Light: 
 Halberts and Helms are hew'd with many 2 
Wound; 
Out ſpins the ſtreaming Blood, and dies the 
Ground, ! 


After all, theſe Cuſtoms were originated 
from the Ignorance, Superſtition and fero- 
cious Courage of thoſe times, eſpecially in 
the northern Nations, who puaiſhed all 

Crimes 


ö 
| 
| 
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Crimes, only pecuniarly, Cowardiſe and 


Treachery excepted, which were capital; 


but of this Courage a very remarkable 
Inſtance occurs in a Daniſo Chronicle; 


and, as I ſuppoſe, my Story will be ex; 


. peted, in the abſence of our nor, 
I ſhall relate 1 Ic. 


Harald Blue-Tooth, King of "AY 


who lived about the Middle of the tenth. 


Century, having founded on the Coaſt of 


Pomerania which had been brought under 
his Dominion, a Town. called Falin or 
Jomſbourg, ſent thither a Colony of Danes, 


under the Command of Palnatato a famous 


Warriour, who in imitation of Lycurgus, 
made of his Town a ſecond Lacedemon, 
the ſcope of every Inſtitute and Cuſtom 
being to form Soldiers. It was ſtrictly 


forbid ſo much as to mention the Word 
Fear, even in the moſt perillous Enter- 


priſes. A Freeman of Julin never con- 
ſidered Number, but fought intrepidly 
againſt Multitudes, and the View of in- 
evitable Death, was no excuſe for Com- 
plaint or Tergiverſation. The above 
Legiſlator had, in reality, extinguiſhed 


among the Majority of his Pupils, all re- 


mains. 
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mains of that Sentiment ſo univerſal and 
ſtrong, the Dread of our Deſtruction; and 


now to the Inſtance of their inflexible 


Courage; ſome Jomſbourgers having made 
an Irruption into a neighbouring Terri- 

tory, were ſurpriſed, and being made 
Priſoners, Sentence of Death, according 
to the Cuſtom of thoſe Ages, was paſſed 
on them; this, ſo far from dejecting them, 
was matter of Joy. The firſt brought to 
Execution, without changing Colour or 
betraying the leaſt Sign of Diſorder, ſaid 
with a reſolute Voice: Why ſhould not 
* I fare as my Father? he dyed and now + 
„it is my Turn.“ A Warriour of the : 
Name of Thorebill who performed the fatal 
Office, aſking the Second how he liked 
the Sight of Death, anſwered: * The, 
Laws of Jomſbourg, are too well fixed in 
* my Heart that I ſhould ſay a Word 
« which ſavoured of fear of any thing you 

can do to me.“ The Third to the like 
Queſtion made Anſwer; I rejoice to dye 
Soldier like, eſpecially after the Infamy _ 
* of being ſurpriſed: I would not ex- 
change my Death for Thorehill's igno- 
* minious Life.“ The Anſwer of the Fourth | 
was 
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was ſtill more remarkable: I chearfully 
© ſubmit to Death; this is a welcome 
Hour; all I aſk of you is to ſever my 
© Head as quick as poſſible; for we often 
© uſed to debate at Jom/bourg, whether any 
« Conſciouſneſs remains after the Head is 
© off. Now I take this Knife, and if after 
* my Head is ſevered, I point it at you, 
et that indicate that Life is not totally 
gone; if I drop it, it will prove the 
* contrary. So now, determine the Queſ- 
© tion.” Thorehb:ill immediately gave the 
Stroke and the Knife dropped. The Fifth, 
ſhewed the ſame Compoſure, or rather dyed 
with a Vein of Pleaſantry. The Sixth, 
aſked Thorebill to behead him forward. *1 
© will not ſtir, added he, nor ſo much as 
© wink; we Jomſbourgers are never known 
© to ſhew any Dread, or ſhrink at the 
© Stroke of Death, it is what we uſed to 
practiſe with one another;* and TBorebill 
complying, he received the Blow as he had 
ſaid. The Seventh, was a Youth of ex- 
traordinary Beauty, with long auburn 
Trefles waving on his Shoulders: Him 
alſo Thorebill aſked what he thought of 
Death. I cannot but be pleaſed with 


"its 
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it, anſwered he, having diſcharged the 
« oreateſt Duty of Life, and ſeen thoſe die 
« whom I mult not furvive; I have indeed 
one Requeſt; that no Slave touch my Hair, 
and ſave it from being beſmeared by my 
Blood.“ This contempt of Death was 
ſo general among the antient Scandina- 
diam, that a Roman Hiſtorian ſays: * The 
« Philoſophy of the Cimbrians is ſprightly 
and courageous; they go to Battle with 
« Exultation, that they are quitting the | 
World in ſo glorious a manner; whereas, | 

| + if raken with Sickneſs they lament te 
their End ſhould” be ſo miſerable and | 
ignominious.“ IIluſtrious Warriours, | 
when in a lingering Diſeaſe, made uſe | 
of what Strength remained in ſeeking a | 
more glorious Exit, ſome cauſed them« ' 
ſelves to be carried to Places where fight- mn 
ing was going forward, and there died 
Sword in Hand; ſome made their way + | {| 
out of the World by their own Hands; 1 
many choſe that this horrid Office ſhould 1 
be performed for them by their beſt 
Friends, who accounted it a ſacred Duty *; 
and 

An [/axdic Hiſtory, affords a Paſſage ſhewing 

| the Notion of Suicide which prevailed among the 
antient 
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and when by the introducement of Chriſ- 
tianity theſe ſavage Cuſtoms came to be 
proſcribed, it was not uncommon for a 
Warriour of Diſtinction, at the Approach 
of Death, to order himſelf to be armed 
Cap-a-Pie, as a kind of Proteſtation 
againſt that vulgar kind of Death, to 
which in the want of one more honourable, 
he with reluctance ſubmitted, I could 
wiſh, continued Portius, that our Holy 
Religion had ſo effectually taken place as 
to extirpate all homicidal Ceremonies, but 
did you never read Saint Foix's Eſſais Hiſ- 
toriques? he tells you that no longer ago 


antient northern People, There is, ſays he, a Moun- 
tain in Iceland, a Peak of ſuch a Height, that to fall 
from it is certain Death. This, on ſome ſudden Cala- 
-mity, i is the uſual Reſource ; our Anceſtors took this way 
of going to Odin. li. e Moden. ] thus preventing the 
ſcandalous debility of inactive Age or Sickneſs. Pro- 
copius mentions the like Cuſtom among the Heruliant, 
* a Perſon arrived at ſuch a term of Life, or under a 
* Diſeaſe apparently irrecoverable, was obliged to 
* defire a near Relation to diſpatch him.” Procap. Goth. 
I. 11,c. 14. And Silius ſpeaks thus of a ſouthern 
Nation, the antient — 

Contemning Death, ev'n oft preventing bee 

When Age unfits them for the martial Strife 

Their own Hand frees them from an uſeleſs Life, 

than 
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than the fourteenth, Century, the Houſes 


of Biſhops and Abbots, and many Con- 
vents had Yards appropriated for Duels; 
that Abſolution and the Communion were 
given to two Men who were going to gut 
each other's. Throats; and eccleſiaſtical 
Lords conferred Freedom on any Villain 


Who had fought three ſucceſsful Bouts 
for them; that is, who had killed or 


knocked on the Head three Men for their 


ſakes; but the Drolery was, that, at 
the ſame time, the Nignitaries of the 
Church exclaimed againſt, ſecond Mar- 
riages, anathematiſed and annulled Mar- 
riages between Relations, even to the 
ſeventh Generation; and for a married 
Couple to be admitted to the Sacrament, 
it was required, that they ſhould. not have 
lived as ſuch for at leaſt a Week before. 
Well, fo much for Duelliſts and Church- 
men, interrupted Arietta, it is high time 
for me to ſignify to the Company, that 
Auſonius nominated me as his Repreſenta- 
tive for this Night; I have not indeed 
racked my Brains about furniſhing the 
Entertainment, he having given it me 
ready to my Hands in the following 
Vol. I. H Letter, 


* 
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Letter, np dia * . een, 
W N 12 


es :luſtrious onda = al Sie. 
HEN I fat: down to Anſwer 
your Letter, I believe, I kept 
* Pen over the Paper à full half 
Hour, debating with my Friendſhip for 
you and the Gravity becoming my 
Function, whether I ſhould anſwer, or 
© keep Silence; for the former our long 


* 


Acquaintance pleaded ſtrongly; and to 


th latter the Impropriety, not to fay 
the unpoliteneſs of your Letter, had 


_ © nearly determined me. Yes, Sir, I have 
read your Letter, and caſt an Eye on 


the three Pictures, with which it was 
: accompanied. Such I aſſure you was 
my Indignation at the Sight of them, 
thougli mixed with ſome Concern at yout 
* Weakneſs, that had you not, beſides 
© our Affinity, been my old and ſtanch 
Friend, ſo far from ſending you an 
Anſwer, I would peremptorily have 
« broke off all Connections with you. 
With generous Hearts a ſingle Ounce of 


W a ne outweighs whole 
6 _ 


> 
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Quintals of Conſanguinity; one is found- 
ed on rational Choice, the: other merely 
«owing to Chance. If a Grudge ariſes 
* among Relations it is proſecuted with 
< untelenting Acrimony, and not” ſ60n 
brought to an amicable Period ; whereas 
on a Miſunderſtanding between two real 
Friends, neither can be eaſy, till recon- 
ciled. Piſſtratus a King of the Atbe- 
© nians, though by Uſurpation, writ * 

a following Letter to Thraſyllus, a Wag 
of his, who had Joined 1 ina Can Piracy 
< againſt him.“ * You ſhould have re- 
** membered, not that you were brought 
&* up under my Roof; not that we are 
0 both of one Blood; not that I admitted 
xc you to familiar Converſation with me; 
c not that J intruſted you with my Se- 
crets; not that I gave you my Daugh- 
ter in Marriage, and at the ſame time 
« half my Perſonal Eſtate, to gratify 
« your Juvenile Love of Splendor. But 
hat you ſhould have remembered is, 
68 that I loved you as 2 Friend, and treated 
„you as my own Son. Whereas you 
turn out a Traitor, you are engaged in 
: H 2 "EY 


- 
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5 A. Plot, of all Things the leaſt: Expected 
* from you, and as little deſerved: 
55 3 Ti 3. 0 11 16 5 9 © Inte, 


Treaſon is there in its 120 horrid Shape, 
Where Truſt is greateſt, and the Soul —_— 
I Babbed by its own Guards, $ 07 $2 UK 4 


Who; or which Reaſon I could wiſh, to pre- 
d vail with myſelf, that as I renounce all 
«Kindred with you, 1 could in like man- 
«ner diſſolve my Fidelity; but to this I 
© have not been able to bring myſelf; the 
« © Blood which 1 have in common with 

you, I can let it out, as it runs only 
< in the Veins ; ; but my Affection to- 
«wards you, is immoveable, being ſeated 

« jn the Heart.” This Inſtance 1 
'c thought proper to remind-you of, that, 
as you like Thraſjllus have offended me, 
Iwill imitate P/ Mratus in forgiving you; 
for, though our Affinity be of little Weight 
with me, to our long Friendſhip I pay 
< the higheſt regard, with me it preponde- 
„rates againſt all Things. To come to 
© the Point, it is now, noble Sir, eighteen 
* Days ſince I received your Letter here at 
C Grenade, and with it came ſome Pictures 

« finely 
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* finely executed, and i in very rich Frames; 
you deſire to know of me the meaning 
* of. thoſe Pictures, whom they repreſent; 
© to which Cavalier like, you are pleaſed 
*to add an Oath'or two, that they ſtood 
© you in no "ſmall Sum, and that you 
place a great Value on them; to this, I 
v anſwer, that whatever Value you may 
* place on them, I place none at all, and 
further declare, that, in buying what 
you had no Knowledge of, you ſhewed 
* rio great Wiſdom, and if you had 
known what you was buying, you are 
© of a vitiated Taſte, I will not ſay de- 
* bauched ; not that your Fault does not 
« deſerve ſuch a Term, harſh as it is, 
but becauſe it does not comport with 
* Manners; your Youth, your ſcanty 
© Knowledge, and little Experience in the 
World, extenuate in ſome Meaſure, both 
the Guilt of purchaſing ſuch Pictures, 
and your Rudeneſs towards me: For to 
© tell you the Truth, 1 know not which 


was greater, my Reſentment or Shame, 
© that you ſhould ſend to me for an Ex- 


a lard of this Nature. As a Religious 
* by Habit, as a Gentleman by Birth, as 
H 3 2 
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1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
\ 
g 


| ile. becomes me to beſtow my Thoughts 
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* a Divine by Profeſſion, | as a Preacher 
by C Office, as. a Biſhop by Digait it 


and Words on ſuch Vanities; for. the 

« good Mani is to fſhew, * ſuch, not 
only, in his Actions, but in his very 
c Word 85 and even in what he gives At- 
. tention to. Diogenes ſeeing, a Scholar of 
© his walking with à young Fellow of a 
c very bad Character, aſked. him what 
« 4-9 were talking; of, or what Scheme 
50 y were upon; J the Scholar anſwered, he 
«© was telling me that laſt Night, he bad 
e been on a very dangerous 1 rolick, 


0 "which he was tertibly afraid would 


come to Light; . " Diogenes hearing this, 


© beckoned to the diſſolute young Fellow 
to " come u up. ind ſaid to both, my 
„Older is, that each of vou ſhall pub- 


1 Wetly rebeiye forty Lathes, you for the 


8 Crime, and) you for liftening | to the Tale; 
for e Philoſopher who does. not keep 

„bib Ears ſtopped. deſetves no, Jeſs than 
"rhe Man of. the World for not keeping 


© his Hands e quier, now, Sir, Tam at a loſs, 
© what. Party to take; as, you are my. 
F. riend am e ep with your 


7 2141 1 V. {1} 
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© Requeſt, 
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* Requeſt, on the other Hand, I dread 
6 the rigid Diogenes, who did he know on 
* what-you conſult me, and my Anſwer to 
© you, we could expect nothing leſs, than 
to be whipped and baniſhed. At length, 
however derogatory it may be to my 
„Gravity, and though not quite com- 
© patible with the Purity of my State, 
« ] reſolved to anſwer your Letter, and 
* unfold to you the Myſtery of your 
6 highly valued Paintings: at the ſame time 

« proteſting, that I do not this to pleaſe 
* you, but to ſhame you, to-convince 
you, that this your ſet of Pictures, in- 
* ſtead of being placed over the Altars of 


Saints, are fit only to be ſeen in the 


Apartments of Profligates. In fine, the 
Pictures, o know, repreſent three 
Women of admirable Beauty, with theſe 


Names, St. Lamia, St. Flora, and St. 


Lais, and your Lordſhip would know, 
© who thoſe three ſacred Beauties were, 
their Country, the Ages in which they 
* flouriſhed, where they died, and what 
« Martyrdom they ſuffered, for it ſeems 
* the place, where you have thought pro- 
** to hang them up, is no other than 
42 H 4 your 
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© your | Oratoty, where every Day you 

never fail to ſay ſome Ave Marias before 
them. Now I will condeſeend to your 

" £ Defire, though not without much Re- 

© lyftance, Uneaſineſs, and Shame, not 
do much on your Account, as of thoſe 
to hom you will ſhew this Anfwer, as 
© they one and all will ſay, and not with- 
© out-ſome Colour, that you, Sir, are at 
s preſent wickedly 1 and that IV Was 
ANY little better.“ 0 
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HIS! Lamia, this Flora, chris , Lais, 
whom your Lordſhip; holds for 
Salate were the three moſt beautiſul, and 
molt celebrated Proſtitutes, which A ever 
produced, or Europe ever ſaw, and which 


have moſt employed the Pens of Writers 


Hkewviſe for Mom moſt Princes have 
plunged thetnſelves/into' Ruin. Of theſe 
three, it is written, that no Beauty was 
wanting in them, and that befides theis per- 
fonal Allurements, they were incomparably 
ſkilled in Muſick, had angelick Voices, 
dreſſed with exquiſite Gracefulneſs could 
vary their Looks at Pleaſure, into Rage 
or Tenderneſs, Anxiety or Wantonneſs, 
were * Miſtreſſes of their Paſſions, 


„ and 
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left jog chat they never asked any 
thing © N Pa them, likewiſe 
that they never jilted any Man, nor ever 
received Injury or Affront from Man; 
EN with her Look, Flora 
with her N Lait with T. 
and that a Paſſion once conceived for 
them, and meeting With..dut return 
ſoldom or neyer got over; that a 
they lived, they were the richeſt Proſtitutes 
in / the World; and after their Death, the 
Memoty of them Was preſerved by Sta- 
tives publickly etected to them, and in the 
entertaining Hiſtories of Mriters. Now 
4-am in fon it, I will .for-your Honour's 
further Satisfaction, give you the Hiſtory 
obheſe three Courtegans, though hereia 
Tiſhall, be very brief, the Narrative being 
neither of ſich Importagce or Purity, as to 
allow me to beſtow much of my Time on ix. 
The! moſt ancient of theſe three Ladies, 
was Lamia, living in the Time of King 
: a H Ani gonus, 
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Antigonius; a Geßefal under Alerander the 
Great;” and poſſeſſed of every military 
Quality, though with little good Fortune; 
all the Iſſue he left, was a Son called De- 
netrius, not indeed of ſo martial a Caſt 
as his Father, though mbre fortungte, 
and would have made a very great F güte, 
bad be in bis Youth tken cute to 
ſecure Friends, and in his advanced Age 
laid himſelf Jeſs open to Vices. This K 
Demetrius became enamoured with. Lajnia, 
and publickly Kept her as "thts Mi fre, 
with boundleſs Profuſion. FIIs Fig 
carried him to the moſt indecent Extrem 
ries, complying with every Humopr t 
hers, and repudiating his Tawful Wie 
Euxonia, a Lady of the greateſt Merit; 
one Day this Demefiiur asked Zanid with 
was moſt " prevalent! with Women? To 
which the anfwered; There is nothing 
which ſooner” haftens a Woman's Fall, 
than” to ſee a Man of Merit really” lan 
| for her; as to love Tnflgnt- 
Hieatits, | {is the way to become tlie“ public 
t; afterwards! Demetrius put another 
. to her, tell me, Lamia, what 15 
— which Women moſt deſpiſe in Men? 

| here 
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here her Anſwer was, A Man gever renders 


1 5 ſo. deſpicable in the Eyes of a 
oman, as when he praiſes hiqſelf for 
what he never performed, and does not fulfil 


what he. promiſes : Again Demetrius ſaid, 


: what i is that which moſt Women value in 


Men d There i is no Quality. maze endear- 
og to our Sex, than Diſcretiog;in,Words, _ 
and Secrecy in Actions. Another Time 
Demetrius asked her how. Men came ſo 
ſeeqvenily to be ill · married? To which ſhe 
77 5 22 be no-happy Marriage, 

Woman has no; Fortung, or the 
uſband avi rg Another Queſtion to 
Fer, was, why an Amour is but ſhort- 
Jved * To this ſhe anſwered, The Reaſon 
In plating. the Gallant is layiſn and the 
Dry rapacious; it is not in Nature that 
Niolence ſhould laſt. Now Tami what is the 
ſt Torture of a Perſon in Love 


11441. 0 


The greateſt Torture that can invade the 
Hed of. 2 Man in Love, is not ta be able 
Hein bis Deſires; ang tojithipk.! that 
* — rs what he ſo eagerly eien 
ee ſhall be, what, is t 
vhich goes neareſt to a Woman's Heart 
Fog the ee There is nothing more 


pro- 


# 
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provokes a Woman, than to be called ugly, 
and to know that both her Perſon and 
Character are deſpiſe. 
This Lamia was Miſtreſs of 2. great 
deal of Wit, and a moſt inſinuating 
Tongue, that they whe could withſtand 
the Charms of her Perſon, ſhe drew in 
by her enſnaring Diſcourſe; before giving 
herſelf up to Demetrius, who afterwards 
gave up all to ber, ſhe frequented the 
| Academies: of | (Athens to her own im 
menſe Advantage, but the ruin of - many 
young Gentlemen. Plutarch relates in 
the Life of 'Demethius, that the Hebemam 
preſenting him with two hundred Talents 
of Silver, for the Payment ot his Forces, 
he: gave every Drackhm to his Cbatmer 
Lamia without reſetving a ſingle Quitct 
for himſolf, ta the great Diſpleaſure of the 
Athenians; that, after pleading Neceſſity 
he ſhould make ſuch a ſcandalous uſe of 
their Donation. To expreſs the Excel- 
lence of any thing; he would compare it 
to Lamia, and: inſtead. of confirming any 
important Tranſaction with the uſui AF - 
ſeverations, as by his Gods, his Anceſtors, 
his Son's; Life, his Oath was, ſo may 
Lamia love me; ſo may ſhe and I die to- 

gether. 
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gether.» However, about 'a Year and two 


Months before his Demiſe, he loſt his dear 
Lamia, and ſuch was his Urlef at this Event, 
that at Athens, it was a diſputed Point, 
which was moſt aſtobiſhing, his Grief, 
or the Expence. of her Obſequies. | This 
Lamia was u Native of 24rgo8, and of ſuch 
mean Parentage, chat for ſome! time, ſhe 
wanderedabout Afaas a common Scrumpet, 

and no leſs noted for her Effrontery, thay 
her Beauty; at lengih dying in Phenitia, 
King Demetrius gave Otders tor her Body 
to be buried under his Chamber Window 
and a Favourite oft his täkingstht Liz 
berty to ask him, the: meaning of ſo 
extraordinary a Proceeding, he made this 
Anſwer ſhe was: fo. the 40 me, and 
Iſo. paſſibnately fond of ber, that I leno 
no; other Way of graifying my Pafſion, 
and making due Returns for her Fidelity, 
than by cauſing her r be depoſited in a 
Place which every Day I can wet with my 
grateful. Fears, and the Sight of it wil 


new. her er in my 
eart. nantes 1 30631077; . 
be ſecond, of the three . Proftitutes 


mentioned above, RI the Place of 
i „ib bar ot Jam dl n 990] aoheb 
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her Birth the Iſland © of 492 on the Coaſt 
15 reece; according to her Hiſtorians, 
a had for Father, the . Hig gh Prieſt of 

ea of Apollo 2 4 a Perſon, 
— other Acquirements . 10 


his m agic 155 and b 
accompl ed the wiſhed 7 Helene 7 


of his any This — Wench 
was born in the Times of the renowned 
King Pyrrhus, a Piince as. thirſty, er 
military Reputation, as he was unſucceſs: 
ful in preſerying it. At the Age ft ly 
ſeventeen Years, be tranſported an, Army 
into Tah 2gainlt the e Romans, and to Hirne 
the Writers of thoſe Times, attribute, the 
firſt Plan of Caſtfametation, drawing 4 vp 
of, Armies in regular Array and forming 
chem into ſubordinate. Piyilionsz ag befgre 
his time it ſeems, the vignal, Bene en. 
they uſed to fall on ig 4 Bedy, an and en- 
gage gelę melg. She for ſometime followed 
this Prince's Camp, both in his Expedition 
10 bay, and in his Return to — 
And it is reported of hep. that/all; who 
came vp, to, her Price, were welcome. to 
her, and that no Offers could, epnfine her 
to any ſingle Perſon. This, * Nas ſo 


brauifulla herPerſon, a df © <o6hanyps 
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a "Behavidur, that" would the have been 
leſs general i in i her Commerce, and att ached 
herſelf to dhe Paramobr, the might ak 
had her choice of ſeveral Princes, who 
would gladly have purchaſed her Favours, 
at the of their Finances. Lais on 
her return to * Greece from the Wars of 
Italy, took up her Reſidence at the Cit 

of Corinth, whither the Fame of her 
Beauty drew not only private Perſons who 
abvunded in Wealth, but even Princes 


Ly 84 detame her Voraries. Accord: 


8 to Aulus *Gellius, the Silver · tongued 
Demoſtbenes took it into his Head, to go 
in Piſguiſe from Greece to Corinth, to fee 
this celebrated Creature, and harangue 
her loto 4 Compliance z but ſhe before 
His Admiffion ober the Threſhold, ſent a 
"fequiring two Hundred Silver 
Seſterces; Donat bees, not a little out of 
Countedance, but being ne ver at a loſs for 
Words, anſwered, God fotbid that Demuſ- 
aeuhbùld beftoly his Subltarice or Perſon 
zin What be wille ſute to repentof! In tuis! 
AMncy the aflappDmred Orator aftuded to the 
Hying ofthe- Philofopher : Duod omne animal 
mh Mbit mig chat faid Arietia is Latin, 


—— die bf you Gentlemen will 
be 
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be pleaſed to tell us its meaning; but none 
oſſeriag to ſhew tbeit Scholarſnip on this 
Occaſion, ſhe went on) A Singularity is told 
of this ſame Lais, which as I never read of, 
ſo did I never ſee in any Woman; Which is, 
that ſhe nevet ſhewed any Love or Fond 
nels for any one Man, yet no one admitted 
to a Familiarity with her, ever gave her an 
ill Word; ſurely this Girl muſt have been 
very fortunate, that nobody hated her, and 
ſhe loved nobody. If Lamia was diſereet, 
Lais certainly was no Fool, and if the 
former was acute, the latter was ſharp, ſo 
as to exceed all of her Trade, preſerving 
her Heart from the Indiſcretions of Sen- 
ſibility, and making the moſt of thoſe of 
others. A young ſpark at Corinth, aſking 
Lais, to inſtruct him how he ſhould be 
have to a young Lady whom he was deſ- 
perately in love with; ſays ſhe, Tell her 
that you are in love with her, and that 
as ſhe will not be(pleafed' to anſwer' your 
Paſſion; you requeſt ſſie will at leaſt 
give you leave to go on loving hier; if 
ſne conſents, depend on it“ ſhe"is your 
own, for ſuch is the Temper of us Women, 
if ever we give a kind Word to a Lover, 

1 it 
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it is beenyle we have before given him 


our: Hearts: one Day av ſome; Com- 
pany at her Houſe were erying up the 
Wiſdom and Virtue of the Philoſophets as 
Athens, Lais ſaid, I know nothing of alt 
the. profound Learning and the Doctrines 
of theſe Philoſophers of yours but this 
I know; and all Greece knows it, that, 
though I am a Woman, and never was at 
Habent, yet thoſe Sages are here ſeen to 
dangle after me, and of Philoſophers 1 
make them Gallants, and not one of my 
Gallanta did they ever make a Philoſopher; 
a Gentleman of Thebes aſking Lais, what 
meaſutes a Man 9 
Woman whom he: exceedingly loved, 


eee Women of Vanubd 


He wuſt follow her cloſely, conſult her 
Inclinatiogs, bear with her Slights, and 
ſeem ſor ſome time to neglet her i for a 
Woman of. Virtue, when once her Heart 


Bos yielded, is; infinicely more ſeaſihle of 


any, Neglegt, than of all the Reſpect, 


j Qbſeguioulnch, and Services in the World. 


Her Knowlege of her Sex rendered her 26 
it were @ Chamber Council for all:Caſcs 


of. * 50 Miatrimzgny. - A Ne 
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of Achaig conſulted her, how he ſhould 


act towards a Wife hom he ſuſpected i 


Let her conclude by your Behaviour that 
you have no ſuch Suſpicion, and at the 
ſame time artfully deprive her of the Op» 
portunities of juſtifying your Suſpiciong for 
if ſhe comes to know that you ſee imo her 
Wanderings, and diſlemble, ſhe will ſooner 
die than mend; a Youth of -Paleftine de · 
fired her to tell, him, what Courſe: he 
ſhould take with a Woman who rejected his 
Love, and with whom any Services he did 
were not thought worthy, of Thanks? 
Should. you, ſaid Lais, drop your Services 
or Preſents to her, do not let her perceive 
that you haye giyen oyer Joying her, for we 
Women, as we are ver) fond in gur Love, 
ſo we ſtick at nothing in our Revenge *, 
Two female. Neighbours: of hers viſiting 
her, one deſired her Inſtructions for keep - 
ing wk, Daughter i in the right, Ways * 


"1 


* What 3 A Fiend i 18 Paſſion, with what Madneſs, 
What Tyranny untam'd, it reigns in Woman! 


Unhappy Sex! each Gaſt of ſnclination uncontroul'd. 


Sweeps thro” their Souls and ſets them in an Uproar, 
; And love 1n their weak Boſoms is a Rage , 
As terrible as Hate and as deſſructiye. » 


*\? 
On 


„ "I 
Nen bett 
beſt 


ages — —_— ;jĩ˖ð‣ . n 4 > =. nts — 


of Flora one of the chief Subjects of their 
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might fix her Value, and be with the 
World what ſhe pleaſed; Lais and Flora 
obſerved à very different Conduct, Lai. 
would have the Sum agreed on paid 
down, before ſhe permitted fo much as 
kifling her Hand; whereas Flora indulged 
her Gallants to the Height of their Deſires 
without any previous mention of Money 
or any other Gratuity; and beingaſkedwhe- 
ther that was the Way to feather her Neſt? 
ſhe anſwered, I deal only with Perſons of 
Rank, and they never fail to act honour- 
ably with me; I proteſt by my Patronneſs 
Venus, that never Man gave me lefs than 
I expected, and twice as much as I ſhould 
have asked. Embaſſadors who reſorted to 
Rome from all Parts of the World, at their 
return, made the Beauty and Magnificence 


Diſcourſe, as indeed the Luſtre of her Houſe, 
her numerous and ſplendid Retinue, the 
Train of Votariescontinually bringing their 
rich Offerings to her Beauty, were not to be 
equalled in any other part of the World; 
Flora may be ſaid ever to have had an Eye 
to the noble Blood that run in her Veins, 


and to the Dignity | in which ſhe was 
brought 
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brought up; for, though her Life was 
that of a Proſtitute, ſhe obſerved the 
ceremonial of a Sovereign Princeſs; ar 
any time when ſhe rode about Rome, the 
whole City was alive, flocking to ſee the 
Cavalcade, which afforded a Month's talk 
afterwards ; the great Men who attended 
on her, the long fuite of richly” clad 
Servants following her, the Gallants 
about her, the ſplenetic Faces of Ladies 
looking at her, Foreigners admiring} her 
with - uplifted Hands, her Beauty and 

Dreſs,” were copious. ſubjects for every 
Tongue to deſcant on. Flora being in the 
decline of Life, a young Corinthian Gen- 
tleman made offers of Marriage to her, 
but was diſmiſſed with this Anſwer, It is 
not Flora with her ſixty Years, whom 
you are for marrying, but with the two 
Hundred thouſand Seſterces which ſhe has 
at Command; I ever knew when I was well, 
and my Dotage is. not yet come; a Wo- 
man at my time of Life js more reſpected 
for her Money than for being married. 

The whole Roman Empire never knew 


a Courtezan, comparable to Flora; ſhe 
was of a noble Birth, had a Face than 
which 
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which nothing could be more beautiſul, 
her Shape moſt elegant, her Stature and 
Carriage perfectly graceful, amorous with- 
out Lewdneſs, and generous without Pro- 
fuſeneſs; Flora ſpent the greateſt Part of 
her Louth in Africa, Germany; and Tranſal- 
pine Gaul, and as her Acquaintance lay 
entirely among the Noble and the Wealthy, 
ſhe raiſed large Contributions both on the 
Civil and Military Claſſes. This Patriotic 
Lady, reached her ſixty · ſixth Year, and at 
her: Death left the Roman State her ſole 
Heir; and her Jewels and other Valuables 
being ſold, the amount, together with 
her Caſh, ſufficed to rebuild all the Walls 
of Rome, and clear the public Debts. 
The Republic in commemoration of this 
Liberaliry, built at Rome a very ſuperb 
„ emple, giving it the Name of Florianum, 

and in it celebrated a yearly Feſtival on 
the Day of her Death; Suetonius tells us, 

that the firſt Feſtival the Emperor — 

celebrated at Rome, was that of Flora ; 

Fe eſtival indeed very ſuitable to Rich" a 

Deity; the Men and Women being permit- 

ted to commit all kinds of Debaucheries, 

that they were held to obſerve the Day beſt, 
who 
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who were molt profligate. My Authori- 
ties for the Premiſes are Pauſanias a 
Greek, and Mamillus a Latin Author; and 
now, Signior Don Henry, here is your De- 
fire complied with, and your Pictures 
explained; and as you are yet a young 
Man, from the Knowledge 1 have of your 
Diſpoſition, I take the Liberty to tell you 
a further Thought of mine, which is, that 
it theſe three Courtezans had lived in 
your Time, or you in theirs, you would 
have been better pleaſed with the Sight 
of their real Fleſh and Blood, than with 
having their Pictures. It is not of to- 
day only, that I know, how after being 
at a Jubilee with Chriſtian Females, you 
have been known to mingle with the 
Moreſco Girls at their profane Solemnities z 
when a Child I remember you would 
accuſtom yourſelf to drink of all Waters, 
and at other times be as choice as if you 
was culling Pears, I own that it would 
better become me to have written the Lives 
of three Saints, than the Story of three 
Proſtitutes; but ſuch is my Regard for 
you, that to comply with your Deſires, 


I have departed from the ſtrict Sanctity 
Vor. I. I of 
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of my Profeſſion. With this I return 
you the Pictures, which if you have hitherto 
ſo much eſteemed, I am inclined to think 
you will now place ſtill a higher Value on 


them, for as the Exquiſiteneſs of the Paint- 


ing will attract the Eyes of all who come 
into your Apartment, they will afford 
you aa Opportunity of diſplaying your 
Erudition, in the Hiſtory of the Subjects. 
So no more, but may the Lord have you in 
his holy keeping, and give me grace to ſerve 
him. | 
Granada ſeventeenth of May, 1531. 


An edifying Story indeed! many 

hanks to you good Mr. Auſonius for ap- 
pointing me your Reader; it is to be hoped 
the next Time you will put ſomething 
better into my Hands. After all that the 
Right Reverend Father has ſaid of thoſe 
three Courtezans, continued Portzus, there 
was one Pbryne who would not have given 


the lead to any; being in her early Days 


brought to a Trial, and ſeeing Matters were 
going againſt her, ſhe threw alide her 
Veil and expoſed her Breaſt, which had 


ſuch an Effect on the Court, that they 
could 
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could not find in their Heart to hurt 
ſuch a beautiful Creature; and her Charms 
proved ſuch a fund of Wealth to her that 
ſhe offered to rebuild the Walls of the 
City of Thebes, if the Citizens would allow 
of an Inſcription on them, that it was 
by Phryne's Munificence; but in this, their 
Magnanimity would not acquieſce. Ithink, 
ſaid Melefina, we have had no diſagreeable 
Gallimaufrey, but now, I move, that we 
may go and loſe all Memory of Comba- 
tants, and Courtezans, in the Solace- 

ments of a ſound eight Hours ſleep. 
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SS OSIRIS IOASISSSS 


MELCHU-KINA. 


— 


USONTUSs Mind had not been fo 

depreſſed by his Indiſpoſition as 

not to admit any chearſul Imagery, and 

his Memory had employed itſelf in recol- 

lecting and arranging the following Narra- 
tive from a Hiſtory of Tartaty. 

Among the T#rtars, as in other Nations, 
there are Games and Entertainments 
adapted to the Temper of the People; 
moſt of them are known to dwell in large 
Camps, and like the Arabiens of Mount 
Carmel, they deſpiſe the Confinement of 
Towns, pitching their Camps in fertile 


Plains, without Ditch, Entrenchments, 


or any other Means of Safety, than their 
Courage and Dexterity, and the Swiftneſs 
of their Horſes; Abolida a Tartarian 
Prince, was extremely fond of theatrical 
Entertainments, and kept a Company of 

R Come- 


ENTERTAINMENT S. 173 


Comedians whom the People could not 
ſufficiently admire. Molida thought other- 
wiſe of them, his diſcerning Genius tower- 
ed above his uncultivated Nature, and 
pointed out to him groſs Defects in thoſe 
with whom his Countrymen were infa- 
tuated to Rapture, that diſguſted with 
their vapid Performances, he made ſome 
other Proviſion for them; a Couſin of 
his, a Chief of another Band of Tartars, 
and of his Age and Taſte, propoſed to 
him for a while to quit their rude am- 
bulatory Life, and go to Pekin, the Ca- 
pital of the celebrated Chine/e Empire ; 
where, beſides a Multitude of Enjoyments 
unknown to them, they ſhould meet 
with Actors, ſuch as the World could 
not parallel; Mz/a-Kampo, the Author of 
this Advice, was a young ſpirited Prince, 
vehement in his Paſſions, and a Philoſopher 
only in point of Love, the Weakneſſes of 
which he had carefully avoided: He 
repreſented to Molida the important Ser- 
vices performed by him in the Conquelt 
of China, and that the Prince then reigning 
honoured him with a particujar Regard, 

| 135 Which, 
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which, with the Love of Novelty, brought 
Abolida to a Compliance. 

Having ſignified this Reſolution to their 
Subjects, and committed the ſeveral De- 
partments of the national Affairs to able 
Officers, they went to take leave of an 
aged Uncle of Abeclida's, who reigned 
over the People of Mount Kibamontok, a 
Prince greatly venerated for his Wiſdom 
to him the neighbouring Princes referred 
their Conteſts, he was conſulted in De- 
clarations of War, and in Treaties of Peace; 
he had retired on this luxuriant Mountain, 
moving Encampments no longer agree- 
ing with his advanced Age; his Pavillion 
was environed with the Tents of his 
Affectionate Subjects, which covered the 
Slope of the Huiil on all Sides, and ex- 
tended to no ſmall diſtance in a delightful 
Plain, Plenty and Content reigned among 
them, their moderate Sovereign requiring 
from them no other Tribute than what 
ſufficed for his Subſiſtence, and proper 
Maintenance of Royalty, His Maxim 
was, that, though a Prince might be be- 


yond the reach of Puniſhment, yet in 
ſqueezing his Subjects, to gratify his 
Revenge, 
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Revenge, Pride, or any other Paſſion, 
he was the worſt of Robbers, fleaing tlioſe 
whom he was under the moſt ſacred Ties 
to preſerve and cheriſh. - 

Theſe Sentiments, and the Sight of the 
Felicity of his Subjects had ſo endeared 
him to the Tartarian Tribes, that the 
Dominions of the other Princes would 
have been drained of their Inhabitants, 
had he himſelf not put a ſtop to theſe 
Emigrations, by infliting Penalties on 
thoſe who forſaking their lawful Sove- 
reigns, ſhould ſettle within his Camp: 
1 he end of his Life was not wiſhed for 
as a national Relief, on the contrary, his 
great Age was thought on with univerſal 
Concern, every little Indiſpoſition ſpread 
Contternation amongſt his Subjects, who 
would encourage each other in citing In- 
ſtances of thoſe who had lived to a much 
greater Age then their adored Monarch. 

Avolida and Miela-Raupo came to the 
Mountain with a numerous Retinue, and 
it being known that Abolida was their 
Sovereign's Nephew, the People thronged 
about him, and with Shouts of Joy con- 
ducted him to the royal Manſion, Molida, 

I 4 who 
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who knew his Uncle's tender Friendſhip 
for him, had declined notifying to him 
his Departure, which, Mela-Kampo, being 
under no ſuch Reſtraints made no difficulty 
of; and after a frugal Banquet with which 
the venerable Prince had entertained them, 
he declared to him that the end of this | 
Viſit was to take leave of him. The | 
Sovereign of the Mountain knowing his | 
Nephew'sextremepropenfity to Diſſipation, 
1408 concluded this to be the ſole Motive of 
| his Journey to Pekin, and foreſeeing the 
j Conſequence of this Curioſity, he endea- 
11 voured to divert Abelida's Reſolution. 
10 Dear Nephew, ſaid he, you are going to 
5 a City, at the taking of which I aſſiſted, 
1 and where indeed reign Tartars of the 
ſame Lineage as yourſelf; but alas! you 
little know how dangerous the Ac- 
quiſition of a powerful Empire is to 
Virtue, and how much our Countrymen 
TS have degenerated, ſince they came to in- 
habit large pompous Cities; thoſe Delights, 
WW which you are going in purfuit of among 
"lt them, will ſpoil you no leſs than them; 
N here you are a Sovereign, there amidſt 
aſtoniſhing Glitter, rey and Profuſe- 
neſs, 
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neſs, you will find yourſelf little noticed; 
and to make yourſelf leſs than you really are, 
you will ſtoop to be the Slave of him who 
is the Depoſitary of tboſe falſe Brillante, 
which inevitably will dazzle your un- 
experienced Mind; and this Servitude, 
in itſelf very galling, will become familiar 
and eaſy to you; and even ſhould the 
Weight of it, at any time, bear fo hard 
upon you, as to appear inſupportable, 
you will not be able to prevail upon 
yourſelf to ſhake it off; retain your Dignity, 
added the hoary Monarch, let your Sub- 
jets rejoice in your continual Preſence, 
cauſe Quiet, Plenty and Juſtice, to 
flouriſh among them ; the conſequence of 
departing from your Duty only to pleaſe 
a vain Curioſity, can be no other than 
Diſgrace and unprofitable Sorrow in your 
more advanced Years, 


Abolida anſwered, with a bluſh, that 
he intended only a ſhort ſtay at Pekin, 
whither he was going purely to know 
from his own Experieace the Difference 
between that famous City, and the open 
Country to which he had been uſed, and 
whither he would ſoon return, Mela- 


I 5 Kampo 
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Kampo little reliſhing this Converſation, 
interrupted j it to take leave of the anxious 
Uncle, aſſuring him however that in a very 
ſhort time, he would bring Abolida back 
to him. The two young Princes over- 
joyed to have got over this Difficulty, ſer 
out with all the alacrity of Youth, and 
having paſſed that ſtupendous Wall which 
the Chineſe had ineffectually built to check 
the Incurſions of the Tartars, they ar- 
rived at Pełin. This City is indiſputably the 
largeſt and moſt populous in the World, 
and though in ſeveral Parts were ſtill to 
be ſeen the ruinous Effects of War, of the 
Reſiſtance ot the Beſieged, and the Rage 
of the Conquerors, the Court was nume- 
rous, and the Concourſe of Tartarian 
Princes who came to rejoice over ſuch 
an important Conqueſt, reſtored in a great 
Meaſure all its former Splendor and Mag- 
nificence, | 

Mela-Kampo having waited on the Em- 
peror, who received him wich the Regard 
due to his Merit; he the next Day intro- 
duced Abolida; and theſe two Princes being 
of the Tamerlane Race, of which the Em- 


peror alſo gloried in being a Branch, were 
inveſted 
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inveſted with the yellow Saſh, a Diſtinction 


granted only to Princes of the Blood. 
Having gone through all the ceremonial 
Viſits, now ſaid Abolida, it is time to 
pleaſe ourſelves; and I expect you will 
carry me to thoſe Entertainments of which 
you have ſaid ſo much. In theſe Countries, 
the Pricſts have ſtated Days for particular 
Ceremonies, which bring all the People 
about them, and conſequently many Of- 
ferings and Gifts. The Bonzes, of all 
Men the moſt ſuperſtitious and greedy, 
even in thoſe early Times uſed to ex- 
hibit Maſques, which have fince been 
condemned by all Foreigners who have 
ſeen them, and were cenſured by the 
ſenſible Chine/e, as a ſcandalous Medley 
of Religion and Buffoonery 
This fort of Exhibitions wanting Va- 
riety, fell ſhort of Abolida's Expectation, 
but he hoped for a complete Gratification, 
when the Emperor's Company ſhould 
perform; this conſiſts of the beſt Come- 
dians throughout all China, and among 
them, contrary to the Cuſtom of the 
Country, were ſeveral Women choſen for 
their Beauty; a Singularity which filled 
their 
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their Theatre with the young Quality of 
both Sexes belonging to the Court of 
Pekin. At length, the long expected Day 
came, and it was known every where that 
the Emperor's Players were that Day to 
act before him a Piece, the Scenes of which 
vere a ſucceſſive Deſcription of the ſeveral 
Victories gained by the Tartars over the 
Chineſe; great were the Preparations made 
on this Occaſion. The Emperor's Throne 
_ ſhone every where with wrought Gold 
and Gems, and on his Robes and Crown 
every choice Jewel diſplayed, as it were, 
an emulous Luſtre; the Princes and Of- 
ficers were in Dreſſes ſuitable to the mag- 
nificence of their Sovereign. Alida, who 
hitherto, had ſeen only Tents, Cattle, 
and Arms, was overcome with this Ra- 
diancy, and as his wiſe Uncle had foreſeen, 
immegiately conceived a fixed Diſguſt to 
Tents: and a wandering Life. The Play 
began, but he was too much diſſipated to 
take any great Notice of it, his Eyes 
Foved over all parts of the Theatre, 
and the various Decorations abſorbed him 


my in Wonder, which Mela-Kampo obſerved 


{ich the higheſt Pleaſure. 
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| Abolida's Aſtoniſnment now beginning 
to ſubſide, he promiſed himſelf an addi- 
tional Entertainment from the Actors; 
when behold appears an Object which en- 
groſſed his whole Attention; this was an 
Actreſs of a moſt ſoft Beauty, the Splendor 
of her Dreſs, the Power of her Action, and 
the Magnificence which every where envi- 
roned her, ſo heightened her natural Charms, 
that Abolida's Admiration ofthe Theatre was 
now loſt in Deſire. The Tartars are impetu- 
ous in their Love, and would have Fruiti- 
on immediately anſwer Ardour; the young 
Prince accordingly opens his riſing Paſſion 
to Mela-Kampo, urging him to put him 
in a way of being ſoon happy; J perceive, 
anſwered he, that you little know whom 
you love, Melcbu- Rina, this bewitching 
Actreſs, appears in Public, and ſhews 
her Face and Feet“. _ Yet is not her 
Favour eaſily obtained, for if ſhe has 
a large ſhare of Beauty, ſhe has ſtill more 
Pride, or rather Inſolence; her Birth is 
ſo mean, that a Place which would diſ- 
grace others, does Honour to her; yet has 


he”. Tartkrian Expreſſion denoting an immoral 


W oman. 
| Ambi⸗- 
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Ambition inſpired her with Senſtbility 
and a verſatile Genius, beſides the Inſtruc- 
tions which ſhe has received from one of 
the moſt compleat Performers in her 
way. | 

When the Entertainment was over; the 

impatient AMolida alked his Coulin, whe- 
ther he did not know any Perſon, who 
could give him ſome Acount of Melchu- 
Kina? That nobody can do better than 
myſelf, - anſwered Mela - Kampo; I have 
every Circumſtance of her Life from a 
young Officer, who ſerved under me, 
and was her firſt Gallant; then, replied 
Abolida, delay not to comply with my 
Requeſt ; till that enchanting Creature is 
in my Arms I ſhall not have a Moment's 
Quiet, and ſurely from my Rank, I need 
not fear a Repulſe. 

Melcbu- Nina is of an Origin fo obſcure, 
began Mela-Kampo, that her Parents have 
never been heard of; being under a neceſ- 
ſity of going to Service, ſhe caſt about for 
a Place which would afford fome Proſpect 
of a more advantageous Situation, and 
pitched on a gaming Hcuſe at Pekin, to 
which reſorted the richeſt Idlers of the 
City, 
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City, Her Beauty contributed great} 
to increaſe the Perquiſites of her Office, 
that her Country home-ſpun Garments 
were ſoon laid aſide for faſhionable Dreſſes, 
which inforced her Allurements, and the 
Maſter of the Houſe felt the Influence of 
them; but the jealous and enraged Miſ- 
treſs was continually at her Elbow: This, 
to one of her mercurial Temper, was a 
Conſtraint, that ſhe reſolved at any rate 
to get rid of. A Gameſter, not leſs noted 
for his Loſſes than for ſome Talents very 
rare among the Chineſe, frequented the 
Houſe in which | Mehu-Kina lived, on 
him the caſt her Eyes for her Deliverer ; 
the mature Age of this Man, who was 
diſtinguiſhed by the Apellation of the 
eld Gamfter, ſeemed to warrant his Diſcre- 
tion, and ſhe was for being virtuous, till 
it was her Advantage to be ſo no longer, 
The old Gameſter leſs diſcreet than ſhe 
thought, had alſo his Deſigns on her, ſo 
that an Agreement between two equally 
deſirous of each other's. Acquaintance, 
could not be long in Hand. He propoſed 
to Melchu- Kina that ſhe ſhould be his 

Houſekeeper, and, in return for her ſeveral 
Services, 
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Services, | beſides a pecuniary Allowance, 
he bald inſtruct her how to a in the 
World. 

.- Theſe Preliminaries bang ſettled, Mel. 
ads: Kms left her firſt Maſter, and the 
Gameſter exulting in the Thoughts of 
having under his Roof, the Prey which 
he had ſo long been prouling after, ſoon 
was for making freſn Overtures, but very 
contrary to Melchu-Kina's Drift; accord- 
ingly ſhe rejected them with much Firm- 
neſs and Diſdain, as, if ſhe accepted his 
Offers, it would be nothing leſs than 
wilfully ruining herſelf; and that to be the 
Houſe- keeper to a needy moroſe old Man, 
would be the utmoſt boundery of her 
Fortune. He importunately renewed his 
Propoſals, and ſhe no leſs pertinaciouſly per- 
ſiſted in her Denial; on this he ſhut her 
up in a Garret where all Communication 
was cut off, and with a ſcanty Pittance 
of Victuals, telling her ſhe muſt hope for 
nothing better, till ſhe thought fit to 
alter her Mind with reſpect to him. 
' Melchu*Kina' was at fuſt inclinable to 
put an end to ſuch harſh Treatment by 
25 Compliance; but the Hope of a great 
* For- 
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Fortune, though then merely viſionary, 
buoyed her up againſt her rigid Perſecutor, 
and having held out ſeven or eight Days, 
ſhe formed a ſettled Reſolntion of dying, 
rather than conform to the Inclinations 
of a Man, who kept her under ſuch 
Hardſhips; the old -Gameſter more and 
more exaſperated at Melcbhu-Kina's Inflexi- 
bility, every Day made ſome abatement 
in her Allowance, and on her complain- 
ing, that was the Way to ſtarve her to 
Death, he flatly told her, ſhe muſt expect 
nothing — till ſhe conſented to be 
the Partner of his Bed. 

The dread of Death, as quaſhing al 
her brillant Schemes, was near getting 
the better of her Reſolution; when ſhe was 
happily relieved by an Aſſiſtance, little 
expected; the Son of a Subaltern in my 
Troops, added Mela-Kampo, whom I have 
fince promoted, being a good Soldier, had 
come to Petin, to try if he could not 
mend his Circumſtances, and get int6 


ſomething of a more comfortable run 
thas that he held under me. 


He happened to take up his Greet 
in a — Joining to that of the od 
| Game- 
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Gameſter, and unluckily for this Fellow, 
in a Chamber, ſeparated only by a ſlender 
Wall from that where he kept his beauti- 
ful Priſoner. One Night the young 
Officer kept awake by ſollicitous Rumi- 
nations on the uncertainty of his Fortune, 
and the Expences of Attendance, over- 
heard ſome plaintive Accents, at which 
laying his- Ear cloſe to the Wall, he diſ- 
tinctly heard a female Voice lamenting 
the want of neceſſary Food, intermixed 
with Imprecations againſt ſome barbarous 
Man, who kept her thus confined; the 
young Tartar immediately offered his Ser- 
vices, mentioned his Name, and promiſed 
to reſcue the unfortunate Perſon from ſuch 
Hands; this at firſt ſtartled Melcbu Kine, 
as ſupernatural, ſhe little thought her being 
heard, and much leſs of finding a Deli- 
verer in ſuch a Place; then ſhe imagined 
that the Gods who. never totally forſake 
Janocence, had ſent her this Aſſiſtance, and 
that it would be an Impiety not to cloſe 
with it; accordingly ſhe told the Tartar, 
that ſhe feared there was no delivering her 


from her preſent Wretchedneſs, for ſhauld 


ber Parſecuter ſee, that ſhe was to be 


taken 


— 
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taken from him either by Force or Law, 
he was of ſuch a Temper, that, ſhe really 
believed, he would be the Death of her 
rather than give her up. Then ſhe pro- 
ceeded to particularize all the Indignities 
and Hardſhips ſhe had ſuffered, and that 
for near a Moon paſt, Bread and Water 
had been all her Subſiſtence. 

As Courage and Humanity go together, 
for the Tariar was a gallant young Fel- 
low, he determined. to. reſcue her, eſpe- 
cially as from her Circumſtances, he 
might conclude her to be yaung and 
handſom, and likewiſe of no common 
Virtue, to hold out againſt fuch Trials, 
He flattered himfelf alſo that by duly 
availing himſelf of this Adventure, his 
Fortune was made, and he had atready 
vowed. a Gift to the Bonzes, as a thanks- 
giving to Heaven for laying ſuch an 
Atchievement in his way. 

Without any farther conſulting Melcbu: 
Kina, on what was to be done for her, 
be immediately ſet about piercing the 
Wall, chuſing a Place the leaſt in ſight, 
and in the Night-time he carried on his 


Works with ſuch Vigour, that under all 
the 


— —— 
— — 


r 


188 COUNTRY EVENIN OS 
the Caution he was obliged to uſe, by 
Morning he had made a Hole big enough 
to put his Hand through. But the Wall 
being on Melchu-Kina's ſide covered with 
a thick Matt, the uſual Chineſe Wainſcot, 
he called ſoftly to yoo that _ wore 
remove it. 

Melcha-Kina, full of Surpriſe, ad not 
without a mixture of Joy at his Diligence 
and Contrivance, lifted up the matting, 


when the young Tartar ſaw an Object which 


deſerved his moſt ſtrenuous Endeavours 
for” her Welfate; he was himſelf of a 
very taking outſide, and though poor 
Melchu-Kina's Paſſions muſt, through the 
Jong Courſe of ſuch a lender Diet, been 
at a low Ebb, ſhe felt for him more 
than ſhe had ever felt for any one before; 
ſeeing her ſo emaciated, he, Soldier like, 
mſtead of empty Compliments, went out 
and brought her ſome light nice Food, 
handing it to her through the Hole, 
which in no long time he enlarged ſo as 
to get through himſelf. But now dread- 
ing leaſt in the Day time it ſhould 
come into the old Gameſter's Head to 
viſt his Priſoner, it was agreed to defer 
their 
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their firſt Interview till the following 
Night. The Officer in the mean Time 
provided every Ingredient of a good 
Supper, and the Hour being come, he con- 
veyed himſelf into Melchu- Kina's Room; 
this Repalt was perhaps the moſt delightful 
they ever had made. They were alone, 
and the adventurous Tartar pereeiving, 
beſides Melchu-Kind' 8 warm Acknowledge- 
ments of owing her Life to his Kindneſs, 
that his Perſon was not diſpleaſing to her, 
made ſome Movements towards compleat- 
ing his Conqueſt; Gratitude for a recent 
Service, the Tartar's handſom Perſon, his 
Endearments and Promiſes all jointly 
aſſailing Melchu- Kina's youthful Heart, 
the happy Tartar found, that good Cheer, 
Confidence and handſomneſs of Perſon 
are very prevalent i in Amours. 

This Commerce continued for ſome 
time; as for the Bread and Water; which 
the implacable old Gameſter continued 
bringing, and never without ſome Curſe or 
Obloquy, that went to the young Tartar's 
Hound; but the Revival of Melchu-King's 
Complexion was what aſtoniſhed, him. 
Now ſhe, became reconciled to her Con- 

fine ment, 
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finement, and ſometimes uſed to return 
her Lover's Viſit in his Chamber; and 
probably, had he known whither to have 
beraken himſelf, he would have carried 
her off at firſt; but their mutual Com- 
placency in each other, ſo far alleviated 
their Situation, that they thought it 
adviſeable to ftay, til] Fortune, which had 
been ſo far favourable, ſhould open to 
them a Way of making their Eſcape, 


- without the Tiſk of falling into Diſtreſs ; 


but an Accident, as little foreſeen as their 
Happineſs, obliged them to haſten their 
Flight. Melchu-Kina's Tyrant, who had 
been pondering abour the ſurpriſing 
Change in her Perſon, got ſcent of the 
opening made in the Wall, and this Diſ- 
covery the two Lovers found out by an 
Incaution of his in ſettling the Matting; 
Melebu Nina, who only a Minute before 
had pafſed into the Tartar's Apartment, 


plainly faw on her return, that the old 
Gameſter had been there; ſhe knew he 
would tick at nothing in his Revenge, 
and the Tartar fearing for her, propoſed 
that ſhe put on a Suit of ' Cloaths of 
his, _ inſtantiy ſet off, accordingly 

they 
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they took the Road to Nankin, as the 
moſt proper Place for Adventurers in 
their Circumſtances. 

The Tartar, their exigency ſo requiring, 
allowed Melchu-Kina much more Liberty 
than is common to Women in that 
Country ; among other Perſons of note 
who ſought to ingratiate themſelves with 
her, was the Secretary to a Mandarin of 
the firſt Order, who ſent her Preſent 
on Preſent, that the Tartar and ſhe had 
never ſeen ſuch chearful Times. As to 
Melchu- Kina ſhe enjoyed a degree of 
ſovereignty, every Day at her Feet were 
Perſons ſolliciting for Favours of the 
Mandarin, over whom her Gallant had 
an abſolute aſcendant; and where ſome of 
the moſt reſpectable Perſons in Nankin 
had failed, the Intereſt of this diſreſpect- 
able Woman had prevailed, - The Cap- 
tain of the Guards to the ſame Mandarin, 
whoſe Secretary was her capital Gallant, 
became paſſionately enamoured with her ; 
this, the Secretary, to whom as a 
Proof of her Fidelity, ſhe had complained 
of that Officer's Overtures, was for op- 
poſing; 2 to * Extremities Mel- 
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chu King deſired the Captain to forbear al] 
violent Meaſures, aſſuring him that whilſt 
he conſulted her Quiet and Character, her 
Houſe ſnould be open to him. 

The Captain agreed to proceed no far- 
= accordingly he goes to the Secretary, 
promiſes to concern himſelf no further 
about Meichu-Kina, and begged the re- 
his F riendſhip, which the other 
on that Proviſo very gladly ; complied 
with, the Captain being a boiſterous 
Blade. Melchu-Kina, ſoon after, became 


pregnant, when each of her three Lovers 


ſtrove. who ſhould ſhew her moſt Tender- 
neſs; the Tartar and ſhe were now. as 


: happy as could be wiſhed; their man- 
ner of living bordered on Splendor, 


which, if not founded on the ſtrifte(t 
Maxims of Virtue, their Courteouſneſs and 
Liberality threw a Veil over that Detect; 


but a fatal Stroke was given to this Felicity 


by their exceſſive Tenderneſs for the 
Daughter, which Melebu- Rina brought into 
the World. The young Tartar very nice in 
the Point of Honour, according to our 
Temper, and from which I hope we ſhall 
never depart, would have the bringing up 
of 
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of her whom he concluded to be his 
Daughter, the Secretary deſired that ſhe 
might be put into his Hands, and if ſhe 
lived, he would fit her to be a Match 
for a Mandarin; the like was inſiſted on 
by the Captain. AMelbu- Nina excuſed 
herſelf a long time under colour of 
maternal Fondneſs, but the Impatience of 
three Men equally urgent on the ſame 
point, was not to be eluded; at length 
it came to light, that the real Motive 
of her refuſal, was, her Duplicity; and 
now the Tartar, the Secretary, and Captain 
flamed with Revenge, eſpecially the young 
Tariar, on whom Melibu- Kina had im- 
poſed a Belief that the end of the Secre- 
tary's Viſits was only to amuſe himſelf 
with a little ſprightly Converſation after 
the Fatigues of his Office ; he- ſwore and 
ſtormed, and reproached his perfidious 
Miſtreſs with what he had done for her. 
The Secretary, a good kind of Man, 
elate with the Pleafure of being a Father, 
was now extremely chagrined at the 
Doubts ariſen on that Head, and threatned 
his Miſtreſs with a ſevere Puniſhment, 
if ſhe did not juſtify her Conduct; China 
fwarms with People, who ſet up to make 

I. 1M known 
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known Secrets, and foretel what is to 

come; many of theſe the Secretary con- 

ſulted, but they one and all told him, 

that it was eaſier to read the Conſtella- 

© tions, than a Woman's Heart.“ His next 

recourſe was to dreadſul Imprecations, 

which Aelchu - Kina repeated after him 

with the moſt confident Compoſure, 
voluntarily adding ſeveral Formalities to 
render her Imprecations more credible; 

and now the Secretary as thoroughly 
believed himſelf the Father as before, and 
accordingly claiming the Daughter, Mel- 
thu-Kina delivered the Child to him, but 
the young Tartar coming to her Houſe, 
and miſſing the Child in. diſpute, de- 
manded it with inexpreſſible Tranſports 
of Rage. He had contracted a Friend- 
ſhip with the Captain of the Mandarin's 
Guards, and he to thwart the Secretary, 
and favour the Tartar, alſo renewed his 
Claim to the Child as inconteſtable; the 
Secretary, to ſecure both Prizes, had them 
privately conveyed ſome Leagues from 
Muantin to a Receſs equally unknown to 
both his Rivals. Now the Storm grew 
louder, the Captain of the Guards, 
though indifferent about the Child, was 
extremely 
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? extremely moved at the Mother's Abſence, 
| and the young Tartarian Officer, being 
„concerned for both, induced the Captain 
N to lay Aa Joint Complaint to the Man- 
| darin. The Secretary relying on | his 
Intereſt with that Magiſtrate, flattered 
himſelf, that he ſhould eaſily overſet his 
two Adverſaries; but in an Affair which 
made ſo great a Noiſe; the Mandarin 
did not carry his obſequiouſneſa to 
his Favourite ſo far as to paſs an iniquit- 
ous Sentence; he ordered him to ſend 
for Melebu-· ina and her Daughter, and 
all five to appear before his Tribunal. 
There was no gainſaying ; Melchs -Kizs 
returned, bringing with her the conteſted 
Child. The Day for the Trial being 
come, the Mandarina Court was crouded 
with Spectators of ſuch a ſingular Scene; 
at the Foot of his Seat was Melchu- Nina 
with her Daughter in her Arms, whilſt 
behind her ſtood the three Lovers, whoſe 
Looks ſpoke the Tumult of their re- 
ſentful Hearts. 
The Mandarin having ane himſelf, 
with Confacius's ſacred Book in his Hand, 


% 


interrogated Melchu - Kina, endeavouring © 
K 2 by 
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dy Artifices and Threatnings to draw 
from her the Truth of a Secret, which 
ſhe knew no more of than the three 
Cempetitors; he then ſurveyed the Child 
and obſerving that her Features promiſed 
a very extraordinary Beauty, Silence being 
made, he delivered himſelf in theſe Words. 
] decree that the Daughter of Melcbu- 
'< Kina: be, at the Expence of the three 
© Claimants, committed in Truſt to other 
Hands, till ſhe ſhall have paſſed twelve 
« full Years, and that ſhe ſhall then be 
acknowledged the Daughter of him of 
.© the three, who ſhall at that time conſent 
to be her Father.“ 

This Sentence as it gave no Preference 
to any one, it equally ſatisfied the three; 
after contributing their quota of the Sum 
judged neceſſary for the Subſiſtence of 
the Child, and obtaining from the Man- 
darin the liberty of ſeeing it often, they 
withdrew; this Deciſion indeed was 
followed by a mortifying Prohibition, 


that Melcbu- Nina ſhould hold no farther 


Commerce with, nor receive Viſits from 
either of the three Competitors z; to the 
Secretary this was Death, his Paſſion 

was 


. 
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was ſuch, that he could not live without 
her, yet as the Great frequently tranſgreſs 
the Law with Impunity, he continued 
ſeeing her privately; the Captain of the 
Guards quietly betuok himſelf to his Duty, 
and having procured to the Tartar ſome 
handſome Station about the Mandarin of 
Nankin, they kept Houſe together, with- 
out uſing the leaſt Endeavour to renew 
their Acquaintance with Melchu-Kina, and 
it was not long before all Remembrance. 
of her Daughter alſo wore off, 

As to the Secretary, after ſome new 
Oaths, which he again required of his 
Miſtreſs, he conceited himſelf to be abſo- 
lute Maſter of her Heart, till an idea 
of Marriage came into her Head, a 
Hufband ſhe thought would repair her 
Reputation, the Decay of which lay very 
heavy on her. 

Beſides, this was her ſhelter and ſup- 


port againſt any Events or Viciſſitudes, ſuch 
a Union ſecured to her all the Wealth, 
which the Secretary had heaped on her, 
and which his Heirs might ſtrip her of, 
while ſingle, but againſt a married Woman 
they 3 no Claim; this prudent Deſign 
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| ſhe intimated to the Secretary, whoſe 


Jealouſy was at firſt extremely alarmed ; 
he broke out into Complaints againſt her, 
and charged her with a Deſign of putting 
a total End to their Commerce, during 
the Courſe of which ſhe could not accuſe 
him of any miſ-behaviour. Melcbu - Kina 
mildly laid before him her ſeveral Reaſons 
tor ſuch a Step, and by turning and 
winding him every way, at length gained 
his Conſent. _ 

The difficulty was to find a Man dif- 
poſed to give his Name to a Perſon fo. 
notorious for the . irregularity of her 
Lifez after the Miſcarriage of ſeveral other 
Artifices, ſhe ſpread a Report that ſhe 
intended to leave tumultuous Nankin, and 
retire to a religious Solitude; at the ſame 
rime altering her Dreſs' to a ftrit Sim- 
plicity, accompanied with a ſuitable De- 

portment, many were brought to believe 
that ſhe; was ſincerely penitent, for her, 
former Licentiouſneſs; even the Chief. 
of the Bonzes of Nantin, deceived by her 
"Hypocriſy, ſent one of his Suffragans 
to her, with an Invitation to dedicate 
N to the Service of certain Idols 

A whole 
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whoſe Ceremonies are performed by 
Prieſteſſes. To this her Anſwer was, that 
before ſhe could prefume to approach thoſe 
ſacred Images, it was proper that ſhe 
ſhould go through a Courſe of auſtere 
Repentance, and by an exemplary Prac- 
tice of Devotion and Virtue, in ſome 
Meaſure expiate her former Enormities. 
Several Perſons of Diſt inction infatuated 
with her Beauty, made her very conſider- 
able Offers for the ſole Enjoyment of 
her Perſon ; every Offer of this kind ſhe 
rejected with Deteſtation, and theſe De- 
nials being induſtrioufly | ſpread abroad, 
no Queſtion was made but ſhe was a 
ſincere Convert. 
The Secretary's Clerk, who had ofters 
waited on Melchu-Kina with Meſſages from 
his Maſter, like moſt others who faw her, 
was ſmitten with her Beauty; but his 
whole Fortune depending on the Con- 
tinuance of the Secretary's Favour, he had 
prudently ſuppreſſed his Paſſion, whereas 
he now imagined, that, without Offence, 
he might, on this occaſion, offer himſelf 
for a Huſband, and procured a Friend 
to ſound Mcbu-Kina. The Clerk was per- 


K4 fectly 


200 CouN TRY EVENINGS 


fectly her Man, a handſom young Fel- 
low, with no more than plain common 
Senſe, little minding the Point of Honour 
for want of Wit to know the Importance 
of it; all for Peace, Quietneſs and good 
Living at any rate, and . very 
fit for her. 

NMelchu- Nina was overjoyed at being in- 
formed that ſuch a Perſon, ſhould make 
the firſt Advances towards uniting his 
Deſtiny to hers, and now ſhe thought all 
her Slips and Diſaſters would be — 
compenſated: however to enhance her 
Value, ihe anſwered, that having entered 
on a Reſolutian to conſecrate herſelf to 
the Service of the Deities, ſhe did not 
know whether ſhe could gain upon her- 
ſelf to beſtow any farther Thoughts on 
Men. The Clerk bleſſed the Choice he 
had made of a Woman who heſitated 
only between the Gods and himſelf; and, 
in his Tranſport, flies away to the Se- 
eretary, throws himſelf at his Feet, and 
conjures him to turn the Scale in his 
Favour; this kind Maſter aſſured bim 
that no Endeavours of his ſhould be 


wanting to procure him the legal "OP 
| 0 
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of Melchu- Nina; and accordingly * 
to her that very ſame Day; when, after 
much feigned Reluctance, and dread of 
the Diſpleaſure of the Deities, ſhe con- 
ſented to give the happy Clerk her 
Hand. 

The Secretary acquainting chat impa- 
tient Lover, with the, Succeſs of his Me- 
diation, and that Melchu· Kina had given 
her formal Promiſe, he was tranſported 
with a Jay, far beyond the Exultation of 
our Tartars at the glorious, Conqueſt of 
this vaſt Empire of China. Fluſhed with 
Extacy he ran to preſent himſelf before 
Melchu - Kina, the modeſt Air which ſhe 
had of late put on, imparted additional 
Charms to her lovely Perſon: To him 
ſhe a ppeared as a Deity. But the Arch- 
Bonze, who had left no ſtone unturned 
for detaching Melchu- Nina from the World, 
as at her Initiation ſne was to give up 
all ber Wealth to holy Uſes, oppoſed the 
Marriage, alledging that her Promiſe to 
him of being a Prieſteſs, after the neceſſary 
Preparations to ſo. ſacred a: Function, was 

a formal Engagement not to be broken 
6a en ct, and. that 19 rayerſe 
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fo noble a Deſign would be drawing down 
the divine Vengeance 
At the fame time he practiſed on a near 
Relation of the Clerk's, who angrily re- 
proached © him tftat he ſhould offer to 
marry himſelf to a Woman of public In- 
famy, and threatned, that he would 5 
dis greateſt Enemy, ſhould he put 
Execution à Deſign ſo very diſgraceful 

wo their unblemiſhed Family. j 
+ Love being the Clerk's budeomhbunt 
Paſſion; he returned his Couſinꝰs Expoſtu- 
lation with much abuſive Language, and 
defied his Reſentment; he was now taken 
up with running continually from the 
Bonze to the ' Secretary, imploring the 
Farerceffioni of the latter with the Former; 
Alb. Kind, ſince the Oppoſition '&f 
rhe Chief” of the Bonzes, had declared 
to her Lover, that the proper Reſpect 
Yor Religion, would not permit her to 
receive” him under her Roof; at length 
the Secretary ſeeing kis Clerk inflamed to 
the higheſt Degree, thought it was proper 
the Match ſhould be drought to an 
Iſſde; he wenz to the Eccleſiaſtic, whom 
he knew to be eaten up with Avarice 
OL | 1 4 and 
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and Arrogance, and made him eonſiderable 
Preſents for the Decoration of thoſe 
Temples, which were more immediately 
under his Inſpection. This Argument 
allayed every Scruple; a Meſſage was 
ſent to Melchbu- Kina, and her Lover; the 
Bonze diſſolved her from her Promiſe of 
conſecrating herſelf to the Service of the 
Altar, and licenced the Marriage; and 
even himſelf performed the Ceremony. 
Doubtleſs the Joy of the amotous Clerk 
received an additional Reliſh from the 
Thought that he had obtained his beau- 
tiſul Wife in oppoſition: both to the . 
and the Ptieſts. 

The married Pair notified to their ac 
quaintance their common Happineſs; their 
Houſe was crouded with congratulatory 
Viſits; and offers of Services and profeſſions 
of Friendſhip, | were that Day made to the 
Huſband by Perſons who the Week before, 
would not ſo much as have caſt an Eye on 
him; and of theſe the Secretary himſelf. was 
not the moſt 'backward, This kind Keeper 
was for making every thing eaſy, and 
laboured to clear up Meicbu · Kinas Virtue 
to her Huſband, he aſſured him that, 

. the 


* 


204 COUNTRY EVENINOGS 
the Inconveniences, with which ſne had 
ſtruggled, were owing to the Rancour of 
ber Enemies, and that one Day her 
ſpotleſs Innocence would break out to 
their Confuſion. Melchu- Kina, with whom 
be was now left alone, put the | finiſhing 
Hand to his Conviction of her Virtue, 
and in a Moment perſuaded him of the 
Falſity of what had gone current in the 
whole Empire for ſome Years, as a mani- 
feſt Truth. For this purpoſe to her 
affectedly aukward Careſſes, ſhe added 
ſo ſpecious a Story, that her Huſband con- 
ceited he had married Virtue itſelf, tacitly 
reproaching his ſuſpicious Temper in 
giving Credit to the malicious Reports 
diſſeminated by her Enemies; the neut 
Day the Secretary paid them a Viſit, and 
from the Huſband received many Pro- 
ftrarions and Thanks for the happy State 
in which he had placed him; the Ac- 
intances on both ſides being alſo come 
to pay their cuſtomary Compliments, the 
Day was given up to Merriment. 
The following Days were more tranquil, 
dut not leſs happy; Melchbu-Kina's Huſband, 


as I have already noticed, added Prince 


ENTERTAINMENT S. 205 


Mela Kampo, was a very perſonable young 

Man, and Melchu-Kina having a ſtock of 
Wit which ſtood in no need of his Do- 
cuments, was very much taken with him, 
that every Day ſhewed an increaſing 
Fondneſs; ſhe re ſolved to break off all fur- 
ther ſuſpicious Commerce with the Secre- 
tary, yet without forfeiting his Friendſhip, 
as a ſure Refuge in any Exigency. For this 
ſhe took her Meaſures with great Adroit- 
neſs, and even conſented, that an Employ- 
ment ſhould be given her Huſband in 
another City; ſtill keeping her Eye on 
her fixed Deſign, which was civilly to 
break with the Secretary. An Employ- 
ment by which the Clerk would be ſepa- 
rated from his Fondling, was very far 
from being welcome to him, but ſeveral 
Perſons repreſenting to him, that beſides 
the affront to the Secretary, he ought not 
to let flip this Opportunity of making 
her ha ppier by ſuch an Addition to her 
Iocome; | ſo taking leave of his Wife, 
whom he ſo tenderly loved, he adviſed her 
to ſooth all Grief for his Abſence in the 
variety of Amuſements which that {| plendid 


City afforded ; he himſelf diſſolving into 
Tears 
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Tears. while he gave her this conſola- 
tory Advice. 

His Abſence now left the Setretnry ſole 
Maſter of the Field of Battle, but with 
little Advantage to him, Melchu-Kina ſtill 
looking on him as one of whom ſhe would 
at all Events rid herſelf, and to comfort 
her Huſband, very regularly uſed to write 
to him Letters full of the moſt endearing 
Proteſtations of Grief and Affection. 

During the Courſe of theſe Intrigues, 
ſeveral Years had elapſed ; Melchu- Kina's 
Daughter was growing up, and her open- 
ing Charms indicated that ſhe would be a 
perfect Beauty; the Secretary often came 

ro ſee her, but the Captain of the Man- 


: Ebnet Guards and the young Tartar his 


Intimate, ſo indulged themſelves in a jovial 
Sociality, that their Reſentment againſt 
the Mother, and Concern for their ſup- 
poſed Daughter was quite eraſed from 
their Minds; at length came on the twelfth 
Tear, the Secretary was impatient till by 
the Mandarin's own Mouth, and in all 
the Sblemnity of Juſtice he ſtiould be de- 
clared the Father of ſuch an accompliſhed 


Creature; he was likewiſe deſirous that this 
Affair 


ENTERTAINMENT S. 207 
Affair ſhould be decided during: the Ab» 
ſence of Aelchu-Kina's  ealy Huſband, 


urging the Mandarin, his Maſter, that 
the time being expired, he would be 


pleaſed to pronounce his Decree. Accord 


_ the Daughter was taken from the 
Truſtees, . and delivered | to her Mother, 
who had Orders to make her Appearance 
the next Day at the Mandarin's Tribunal; 
the Tartar, the Secretary, and the Captain 

received the like Summons, in conformity 
to which they repaired thither 4 the time 
a ppointed. 6 

The ſingularityoſ theC aſe had Fake toge⸗ 
ther a very — Aſſembly, the Man- 
darin ordered the Mother and the Daughter 
to be placed on one Side of his Tribunal, 


and the Competitors to front him. The 


Secretary, who. had a real love for his dear 
Melebu- Nina, viewed her beautiful Daughter 
with all the Complacency of a Father, but 
on the Tartar, and the Captain of the 
Guards, her florid Charms had a more 
violent Effect; they now repented that 
ever they had claimed an Appellation, 
which precluded any other Sentiment to- 
— __ than that of paternal: Tender» 

. neſs; 


— 
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neſs; this Error they were glad to recede 
trom, and to give up to the Secretary the 
Title of Father of Melcbu- Nina's beautiful 
Daughter, aſſuming another, not leſs 
endearing; the Mandarin, whoſe Sagacity 
had foreſcen this Alteration, aſking them 
whether they ſtill perſiſted in their Deſign 
of ſetting up to be Fathers of Melcbu- 
Kina's Daughter, they at once declared 
themſelves convinced of the falfity of 
their Pretenſions, and that they relin- 
quiſhed the Title to whomſoever would 
take it. The like Queſtion being put to 
the Secretary, he aſſerted the Truth of 
his former Claim; and the Chitd was 
adjudged to him. In the heat of his Joy, 
he before the full Court, ran up to his 
Rivals, embracing them, and thanking 
them for their Candor; then with a reſpect- 
ful Bow to the Mandarin, walked off tri- 
umphant between Melchu-Kina and her 
nter. 

Wi. are governed by one Paſſion till 
another ſuperſedes it, the Tartar and Cap- 
tain of the Guards from inſeparable Com- 
panions now again became Rivals, and 


after ſuch long Animoſity againſt the 
1000 Secretary, 


— 
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Secretary, now paid their Court with great 

Obſervance, for Permiſſion to addreſs 
his Daughter; Melchu-Kina was become 
quite indifferent to both. The equitable 
Secretary inſtead of giving the Preference 
to either, their Merit to him appearing 
equal, left the Diſtinction to his Daugh- 
ter's Choice; but Melchu Kina, nettled at 
their Forgetfulneſs, kept their Charmer a 
Recluſe from them, that they could not 
come at the ſight of her; the two Rivals 
irritated at this Diſappoiatment, went to 
her, and after ſome very poignant Re- 
proaches proceeded to Menaces, and, ac- 
cording to the ſtrange Cuſtom here, did 
not intirely abſtain from Blows. Unfor- 
tunately Melchu-Kina's fond Huſband was 
that Moment arrived at Nankin, and diſ- 
regarding all the Salutations he met with 
in the Street, haſtened to his Houſe. He 
found her between two Men dinning her 
Ears with the moſt ſcandalous Railings, 
and one of them made her feel his Hands, 


Non tulit hanc ſpeciem furiata mente Choreebus. 


Regardleſs of the great Odds, he was 
for revenging her Quarrel, but he had to 
do 
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do with two ſtout Blades, who after maul- C 
ing him to Mummy, dragged him into { 
| 
| 
| 


> 


the Street ; as one Misfortune never comes 
alone, ſome of the Mandarin's Guards 
paſſing by and ſeeing their Captain bela- 
bouring a Man, were for taking the 
Trouble off his Hands, and theſe being 
freſh Men, they ſoon reduced him to ſuch a 
Condition, as not to be able to ſtir with- 
out Help. | 

 Melchu-Kina, who had come off but 
little better, and was ſcarce herſelf with 
Grief and Rage, endeavoured by the 
Aſſiſtance of ſome Servants gently to 
move him into the Houſe, for the poor 
Man had ſcarce any Life left; the Secre- 
tary, on notice of this brutal Scene, haſ- 
tened to him with the Mandarin's Phyſician 
and- Surgeon, by whoſe Skill his Pains 
were conſiderably abated, and he recovered 
his Speech; the firſt uſe he made of it 
was to aſk his Wife the Cauſe of this 
Diſturbance; from her he underſtood that 
1 the two, whom he had ſeen aſſaulting her, 
ji had made her ſome ſcandalous Offers, 
7 which ſhe rejecting, they had vowed Re- 
venge on her, and overlooking the Conſe- 
| | 2 AED quences 
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quences of ſuch a Breach of the Peace, 


they had come and abuſed her in the 


manner which he ſaw; ſhe added, that if 
her Love could be augmented, it would 
by the generous Courage he had ſhewn in 
her Defence. The Secretary, who now 


had ſo far maſtered his Paſſions, as to 


leave Melchu Kina to her own liberty, and: 
entertained only Sentiments of Friendſhip 
for her, ſeconded what ſhe had ſaid ; he 


aſſured the Clerk that during his Abſence 


ſhe had led an exemplary Life, and that 


it was only Rage at having been diſap- 
pointed in their baſe Deſigns, which had 
prompted thoſe two Wretches to act in 
ſuch a manner. This Juttification ſet the 
Huſband at reſt, - he ſeemed to forget 
his Hurts and Bruiſes to comfort his 
Wife, he even thanked the Gods, that at 


his Return they had given him fo ſtrong. 


a Proof of her Virtue. 

The Secretary ardently intereſted him- 
ſelf in this Afront, as it related to his 
Daughter, whoſe Reputation, in the Heat 


of the Brawl, had- not been ſpared; he 


went and threw himſelf at the Mandarin's 
Knees, ſupplicating Juſtice againſt the open 
Outrage 
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Outrage committed by the Captain of his 
Guards and the young Tartar, who was 


alſo one of his Houſhold ; the Mandarin 


immediately ſent for the two Offenders, 
but as he had all the Flexibility of a 
Father towards his Domeſtics, inſtead 
of puniſhing them according to their 
Demerits, he contented himſelf only with 
reprimanding them. 

This Lenity was no more than the 
Secretary had expected; but there , was 
another Channel for Revenge, and, zt the 
Sollicitations of Melchu Kina, he deter- 
mined to make uſe of it. Among ſeveral 
Judges dependent on the Mandarin, one 
building on his great Intereſt at Court, 
would often tranſgreſs the Limits of Sub- 
| ordination, even to anticipate the Juriſ- 
diction of his Superior. The Mandarin 
knowing his Strength, would wink at theſe 
Infringements; and looking on him as 
a-Man that would not hold it Jong, left 
him to his own Indiſcretion.” 

To him the Secretary made his Com- 
plaint, and nothing could pleaſe him 
better than to have to do with any of 
his Superior's Baar: he promiſed the 
| Secretary, 


"a —_——  — n © — 


Pf A 


ENTERTAINMENTS, 213 


Secretary, that he would warmly eſpouſe 
his Cauſe, and having queſtioned Melchu- 
Kina, concerning the Violence which had 
been offered her, he ſent an Order to the 
Captain of the Guards and the young 
_ Tartar, not to fail appearing before him 
the next Morning ; the former, whoſe Poſt 
ſeemed to exempt him from the Summons 
of a Delegate, and the other, to whom an 
Expreſs was juſt come, with Money for 
him to return to his Father, ſtomached 
this Inſolence of the petty Mandarin, and 
concerted how to revenge the many In- 
dignities which Perſons of very good 
Faſhion and Character had ſuffered from 
that ridiculous Judge. 
They were certain that all Nantin would 
be pleaſed at his Pride having met with 
its Match. And the Chief Mandarin, 
whoſe Rights he was daily invading, 
could not be ſuppoſed to diſcountenance 
a Scene calculated to expoſe himz the 
Captain risked only a flight Repri- 
mand, or at moſt the loſs of his Employ- 
ment, and of that he knew he ſhould 

not be long without an Equivalent, by 
his Intereſt with the chief Mandarins of the 
Court, 
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Court, to whom he was well known, for 
an inexhauſtible Vein of Jocularity; as 
for the Tartar, hewas on removing among 
Hills and Vales, where the Authority of 
the petty Mandarin could not reach him. 
As a beginning of their Plan, they did 
not appear next Day according to the 
Summons ; the petty Mandarin provoked 
at this Contempt of his Authority, imme- 
diately ſent 'two of his Halberdiers with 
this conciſe Meſſage, That they muſt either 


obey, or expect the Severity of the Law. 


Theſe Fellows aping the Superciliouſneſs 
-of their Maſter, it ſeems, expreſſed them- 
ſelves ſomething abruptly to the Captain 


of the Guards, who to teach them better 


Language, ordered them ſome ſmart 


Laſhes, then bid them ſhew their Backs 


to their Maſter ; the petty Mandarin at this 
Inſult was inflamed with the moſt vindic- 
tive Anger, he denounced the worſt of Pu- 


niſhments againſt the Offenders. But as 
there was no taking them, the Mandarin's 
"Houſe where they lived being a Sanctuary, 
he vas obliged to wait till they came to him. 


In the mean Time, the two Rivals, 


now a ſecond Time reconciled by being 


involved 


1 1 La 1 


them among the unhappy Croud that 
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involved in the ſame Offence, were get- 
ting their Friends together; many of the 
Mandarin's Guards ſwore they would live 
and die by their Captain, and to theſe 
ſeveral other Perſons joined themſelves, 
The next Day all being diſguiſed, privately 


diſtributed themſelves in the Houſes near 


that of the Mandarin; whilſt the Captain 
and the Tartar, in Appearance, entere 
alone, but in reality accompanied by 
eight reſolute Men, who ſeemed to come 
thither on their own Affairs. 

The petty Mandarin ſoon diſtinguiſhed 


filled his Court; the furious Looks he 
caſt at them, portended ſome tremendous 
Cataſtrophe, and impatient for the Satisfac- 
tion of venting his Rage againſt them, 
he adjourned all the other Trials, and or- 
dered the Court to be cleared. 

Then ſeeing only the Captain, and the 
rude Tartar, their Companions having 
mingled among the Halberdiers, he asked 
them with a threatning Voice, how they 
dared to maltreat his Officers; to this the 
Captain anſwered, that when a Magiſtrate 
ſent a Meſſenger, he ſhould direct him 
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to behave with Decency ; that Rudeneſs 
and Violence were allowed only towards 
Rebels and condemned Malefactors. 

The petty Mandarin, who would never 
bear with a Reply, behaved to the Captain 
and the Tartar with the moſt brutiſh Im- 
periouſneſs, even threatning them with very 


ignominious Chaſtiſements. The Captain 


told him that without queſtioning him, or 
hearing his Anſwer relating to the Affront 
done to Melcbu- Mina, he plainly ſided with 
her, which was not anſwering the end of his 
ſitting there; the petty Mandarin did not 
mind him, Meichu- Mina no longer concerned 
him, it was the Contempt of his Autho- 
rity, which had now rouſed his Paſſion, 
and the Captain continuing his Plea, his 
Judge, with whom it was nothing to break 
aut into Sallies beneath the Dignity of his 


Office, ſtarted from his Seat, and going 


up to the Officer collared him, the Tartar 
ſeeing his Friend a little diſconcerted at 
this Inſult, but in a Poſture to return it, 
and the Mandarin's Halberdiers in mo- 
tion to ſeize them, ruſhes on the incenſed 


Judge, and tears away a large Muſtachio v, 


Among the Chine/e a mark of Honour and Clean- 


lines, 
8 which 


ENTERTAINMENT S. 217 
which he cheriſhed with particular Care; 
theit eight Attendants now ſeconding them, 
fall on the Halberdiers and after a little 
Miſchief, the Poltroons were glad to get 
off as well as they could. 

Nankin was now no Place for the Cap- 
tain and the Tartar; the former went to 
throw himſelf upon his Intereſt at the 
Court of Pekin, and the gallant Tartar 
ſought a Refuge under my Tents: It is 
from him, added Mela-Nampo, that F have 
all which I have been telling you, and by 
another Hand I am informed, that after 
their Flight, the petty Mandarin, exaſpe- 
rated at the-ridicule which the late Affair 
had drawn on him, wreaked his Fury on 
Melcbu- Nina, as the original Cauſe of it; 
that ſhe and her Huſband were obliged to 
quit Nankin. | 

The remainder of de Surren weben 
was now drawing very low, and no certain 
Reſources offering, their laſt Shiſt was to 
ſollicit a Place among the Emperor's Co- 
medians, for which no body could be better 
fitted than Melebu- Kina, who though now. 
far on the wrong ſide of her Bloom, has 
ſtill all the Gtaces and the Vivacity of 

Vol. I. L Youth 
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Youth, that ſhe is juſtly reputed the pret- 
tieſt Woman, and the beſt Performer in 
the whole. Company. Now, continued 
Prince Mela- Kampa, you have all that I 
know concerning this bewitching Actreſs; 
if your Paſſion ſhews, a good Taſte, yet 
is it extremely dangerous; I know not 
how, but few or none ever engaged with her, 
whom it did not ruin; therefore let me 
diſſuade you from an Intrigue, in which 
vou will have all the young Princes of 
this Court for your Rivals; I willingly 
agree to ſpend a few Days more in ſhew- 
ing you the Curioſities of Pekin; then let 
us return to our Subjects, they naturally 
grow uneaſy at a long abſence of their 
Sovereigns z; our Hills and Vales will 
ring with their welcoming Shouts; and 
our Countries are not without Beauties, 
who will think the offer of your Heart 


the higheſt Honour; and your Choice 


none will preſume to conteſt, 
Abolida, deaf to this Advice, ordered 
one of his Retinue to enquire by what 


Means he might get acquainted with 


Melchu- ina; in better Hands the Prince 
could got have put his Amour, for, 
beſides 
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beſides a natural Cunning and Dexterity, he 
had lived long at Petin, and made it 
his ſtudy to pry into the Intrigues of that 
large City. To the great Joy of his 
Maſter, he made a Report that nothing 
was eaſier than to come to a Tete à Tete 
with Melchu-Kina; that though kept by 
one of the Princes of the Blood, he was 
ſo eaſy about her, that he only ſaw her 
now and then, and chiefly for diverting, 
by her witty: Converſation, his Chagrin 
for ſome late Family Incidents; that the 
more Company he found with her the 
better pleaſed he was, eſpecially if con- 
ſiſting of ingenious Perſons. | 
On this Abelida laid out for an Oppor- 
tunity of contracting a Friendſhip with 
the Prince whom Melcbu-Nina had pre- 
ferred to all others ; in this he eaſily ſuc- 
ceeded, and the Affection between the 
two Princes grew to ſuch an Intimacy, 
that they could no longer be without each 
other; it was not "log before they 
kept Houſe together, and on the ſame 
togting of Expence. Molida, whoſe For- 
tune was very much below that of his 
new Friend, brought himſelf under Diffi- 
I. 2 culties 
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* in order to keep pace with him. 
Mela-Kampo exaſperated at this Conduct, 
wrote to the Sovereign of the Mountain, 
Abolida's Uncle. This venerable old Mo- 
narch, who had foreſeen the Indiſcretion 
of his Nephew, intreated Mela-Kampo to 
uſe. in his Name the ſtrongeſt, Motives, 
for reclaiming, him; but. Abolida, devoted 
to his Love, rejected every disfavourable 
Advice. His Country and his Subjects 
had nom no longer any ſhare in his 
Thoughts, he openly declared that he 
would never more return among them; 
but behold. the ſad Conſequences of un- 
bridled Paſſion ! All that he raiſed, and 
a great part by culpable Meaſures, being 
now waſted, Indigence drove him to the 
moſt ignominious Shifts; the Sovereign 
of the Mountain, under whom he had 
been brought up, died with Grief, yet his 
Care of his Subjects prevailed above his 
Affection for his Nephew; he diſinherited 
him of the Royalty, ſaying That a 


flave to his Paſſions did not deſerve to 
© reign over others.“ He oaly left him a 
ſmall Mankion- -Houſe, with ſome Land, 

and theſe his © riends had Orders not to 


put 
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put Abolida in Poſſeſſion of, till his Beha- 
viour ſhould ſhew an Amendment in his 
Morals. Some Moments after this, 
the old Monarch expired, with his laſt 
Breath lamenting the Degeneracy of his 
Nephew. 

This Death ſenſibly affected AMolida, 
his Friend feized this Opportunity to re- 
monſtrate to him the Injury he had done 
his Fortune and his Honour, by an At- 
tachment wholly unworthy of him. His 
Heart too ſtrongly allured by Pleaſure, 
left him not the Freedom of his Judge- 
ment ; his Grief ſoon ſubſided, but kis 
Love remained in its full Force; the charm- 
ing Melcbhu- Nina had never before met 
with ſo paſſionate an Admirer; but 
this rapturous Commerce was now drawing 
to a period, Diſtreſs the moſt ſevere, but 
the moſt powerful Reformer, ſoon forced 
the unfortunate Abolida, loaded with 
Wretchedneſs and Infamy, to ſteal away 
from Pekin, and ſeek an Aſylum in the 
obſcure Retreat which the Kindneſs of 
his wiſe Uncle had left him; there 
he lived, often ſhedding repentant Tears, 
that in that Country, to the Sovereignty 
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of which he had been naturally intitled, 
he ſhould ſee himſelf a Dependent, a Sub- 
ze& under the controul of a Monarch 
whom he had known his Inferior. Happy 
Misfortune? for, adds the Japoneſe Author, 
to whom I owe this Tale, by the Simpli- 
city and Solitude of the Life he was now 
driven to, awakened his Reflexion, which 
ſhewed him that in maſtering Paſſion 
and Appetite conſiſts the moſt exalt:d 
Authority, and moſt ſolid Contentment ; 
Age and the Decay of her dangerous Al- 
turements taught Melchu- Nina alſo * That 
to be happy we muſt be good.“ 


— 
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THE 


SELF-RIVAL. 


OMEN, with aneminentDegree of 
Beauty and Elegance, never fail 
pleaſing at firſt Sight, and on the other 
Hand, the plain and forbidding, may 
alſo aſſure — of a contrary 
Effect: the former have nothing to fear, 
nor the latter to hope; but they who- 
are neither of a ſtriking Beauty or Ugli- 
neſs, them it concerns to take great 
Precautions at a firft Interview, the Suc- 
ceſs of which depends, not only on the 
Taſte of him to whom they are deſirous of 
appearing amiable, but on the different 
Diſpoſitions in which the Man may hap- 
pen to be; as in a gloomy Momeat of Cha- 
grin, he may be diſguſted with one of thoſe 
Semi-Beautjes, with whom amidſt the 
I. 4 Feſtivity: 
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Feſtivity of an Entertainment he would 
Hare been charmed. 

An only Daughter, one 005 equi- 
bat Beauties we have been ſpeaking of, 
was at firſt Sight determined to love a 


Gentleman, on whom ſhe perceived that the 


fGrſt Sight of her had not ſuch an Effet ; 
they happened to meet at a Judge's Cham - 
bers about a Law - Suit, on which depended 
the Welfare of the two Families; in Order 
to -adjuſt an Affair of ſuch Concern, yet 
uncertain, a Match was that very Day 
agreed on, between the two Heirs; and 
this Agreement celebrated by a ſplendid 
Feaſt; the Heireſs made her Appearance 
in a very careleſs Dreſs, and her Compli- 
ments and Behaviour were no leſs void of 
Ceremony. This created ſome Aſtoniſh- 
ment, and being asked by her Mother, 
what Reaſon"ſhe had for ſuch Singularity, 
ſhe made anſwer, that having perceived, 
at the Judge's Chambers, that her Perſon 
was not like to create any Love in her fu- 
ture Huſband, ſhe would endeavour at 
leaſt to gain his Eſteem by her Modeſty. 
The Gentleman, who had been for ſome 
time" expected, came; he was a very per- 
25 ſonable 
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ſonable Youth, and though not wanting 
in Manners or good Senſe, of ah exceſſive 
Frankneſs, plainly ſpeaking what” tie 
thought. His firſt Speech at coming in, 
was to the Mother, ſaying, that he eame to 
pay his Duty to her; that this Morning was 
the firſt Time he had ever heard of the 
Marriage, which his Father intended fot 
him; had 1 known, continued he, ſaluting 
the young Lady, that you was the with 
whom I am to paſs my Life, I would 
have intreated you, freely to have told 
me, whether in a Marriage coneerted be · 
tween our Patents merely for the mutual 
Intereſt of the two Families, you as wil- 
lingly conformed to your Mother's Di- 
rections, as I obey my Father; for, if the 
Match be in the leaſt againſt your Inclina- 
tion it is what I will never ſuffer myſelf to 
be brought to. To this, the Mother, pre- 
venting the Daughter, anſwered, that her 
Daughter had moſt willingly obeyed at 
the very firſt Intimation; but, Sir, allow 
me, to deſite that you, with your natural 
Sincerity, would declare; whether you 
have any liking to my Daughter. O! 
ane he, J ſee Supper is on Fü Table, 

L I 
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I will anſwer that Queſtion at the Deſert; 
but fer the preſent let us fit down. 
The Table-talk turned entirely on the 
Oddneſs of a Marriage ſo ſuddenly con- 
cluded, not a Word came from the Daugh- 
ter, and it was very ſeldom ſhe looked at 
the Gentleman, though. already in, love 
with him; but ſhe had her Drift. At 
length comes the Deſert, and the Servants 
being ordered to withdraw, the Mother 
challenged the Gentleman's Promiſe of 
freely declaring--his Mind; which he 
did, with all, imaginable Politeneſs; but 
he gave her to -underſtand that her 
Daughter had not touched his Heart, 
but proteſted that ſhe might depend on 
the moſt civil Treatment, and every 
mark of real Affection. This new man- 
ner of making Love occaſioned. a good 
deal of Pleaſantry, till the Company broke 
up; dhe Mother. in her return Home; 
rattled her Daughter, for ſitting like a 
Mope at: Table. I had my Reaſons ſor 
it, ſaid the Daughter, I did it to make my- 
ſelf loved. Loved | anſwered the Mother, 
you BO an odd Way to work ; but this 


Bages Gul. Jaid open. her Scheme ſa 
much. 
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muck to the Mother's Satisfaction, that 
ſke promiſed to act a Part in it. 
The Day following, the Gentleman 
paid a Viſit to the Daughter, whom he 
did not love, but whom, on her Charac- 
ter, he eſteemed: After a ſhort Silence, 
the, with a Mein which could give him 
no great Idea of her Intellects, ſaid, that 
as ſhe had no hopes of his Love, ſhe at 
teaſt requixed from him an exceſſive Proof 
of is Eſteem, which was, that ſhould he 
hereafter take a Fancy to any other Wo- 
man, to make her his Confident. This Pro- 
pofal, he looked on in the Light which 
he thought it deſerved, and made Anſwer, 
that as far as he knew himſelf,. he was: 
not the moſt propenſe to Amours, but 
that ſhould ſuch a thing fall out, his 
Reaſon would help him to ſtifle a Paſſion, 
and to conceal it from himſelf, ſo far 
from imparting it to his Wife; ſhe inſiſted; 
that ſhe would ſtand-in his Heart, at leaſt: 
in the Rank of a good Friend; this. 
prodaced a long. Conteſt, managed. with, 
great Indifference on his Side, and with: 
a vapid᷑ ſort of Obſtinacy on hers. He ſtill. 
would. not promiſe ſo extravagant à Con- 

fidence,, 
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fidence,, till to be rid of her ernte 
ties, with a contemptuous Laugh, he com- 
plied with what ſhe had been falliciting. 
Another good Quality of this Gentleman 
was, that what he had promiſed, he kept 
to; he took his Leave of her, telling 


| her, in a careleſs manner, that he was 


going to the Ball, and always put on 
a Spaziſb Dreſs, and very ſeldom. miſt a 
Night; to which ſhe anſwered, that ſhe 
could not endure a Ball, Dancing was 2 
this „that ſhe could never learn. 
e Was no ſooner in the Street, 
noletta Habit, 
purpoling to follow him. With the fineſt 
ſhape in che World, and an advanta- 
geous Stature, the had all the Graces of 
. and danced inimitably z her 
eck, the Coutour of her Face, and her 


Ea were perfectly beautiful, fo that 
with a very little Maſk and the A pertures 


ſor the Eyes very open, her Appearance 
was quite eachanting ; the- ſoon attracted 


the Eyes of the whole Company, and 


her, ' Spantard was not. the leaſt charmed; 
being taken out to dance,. ſhe herein 
increaſed che Admiration of her, Perſon; 

the 
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the Spaniard\ who ſtood: forward to have 
the better Sight of her, had the high. 
Pleaſure of being choſen ſor her ſecond 
Partner. After dancing, they fell into con- 
verſation, the Spaniard enraptured with 
the Brillancy of her Repartees, and the 
turn and delicacy of her Thoughts, little 


imagined this engaging Perſon to be 
her whom he had ſeen only in her Neg- 


ligee, which hid her Shape and disfigured 

her Air, and affecting an Indolence bor- 

dering on Stupidity; in a Word he began 
to love her, beyond what he thought him- 
ſelf ſuſceptible of, and rejoiced in the 
Happineſs only of being told by her, 
that ſhe was to be at the Ball on the 
following Night, and in the ſame Habit. 
On the Afternoon of the next Day, 
he waited on his future Bride, whom he 
found in her uſual Indolence, and more 
careleſly dreſſed than before, but in her 
Diſcourſe a. ſurpriſing. Alteration ; ſuch 
Judgement, ſuch Elevation of - Thoughr; 
ſuch Tenderneſs of Sentiments, and de- 
livered-with ſuch an amiable Sweetneſs, 
that be! began to grow. a little eaſy, 

wh} ſhe wanted the ſparkling Wir, 
and 
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and. radiant Charms of tho E/pagncletta ; 
yet ſome ſigns of extreme Agitations 
eſcaped him, and from time to time, to 
her great Joy, he fell into unuſual Diſ- 
trations ;. ſhe now plainly ſaw that he was 
fmitten;. they both kept their Word to 
meet at the Ball, and in a Converſation 
ſtill mote animated than that of the laſt 
Night, ſue threw freſh Fewel on his Love; 
but his Marriage obtruding itſelf. among 
his Raptures, gave riſe to ſuch forcible 
Reflections, that by a very extraordinary 
effort of Virtue he was ſuddenly for leav- 
ing the Eſpagneletta;,, how! will you leave 
me, ſays ſhe, with a Air, ſufficient to 
have enamoured him, if he had not been 
ſo; on this he ſunk down again in his 
Chair, without ſpeaking a Word, 1 ſee, 
ſays ſhe, that to detain you I ſtand in 
need of. «all. my Charms; well then, I 
will unmaſk; no ſuch thing, no ſuch 
thing, cried he, labouring in the noble 
Conflict, what will become of me! and 
in effect, dreading” the Conſequence of 
a longer ſtay, he inſtandly broke from 
her; this very probably: was the firſt time 
that a Miſtreſs has been. pleaſed, at a 
Lovers: 
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Lover's overcoming the Paſſion he had 
for her;, the Eſpagneletta; at this Flight 
of her Spaniard,. was no leſs delighted. at 
kis Virtue, than his Love.. 
This-Gentleman, who had never been 
known to treſpaſs againſt Sincerity, as he 
had given his Word. to his. future Bride, 
determined. not. to conceal from her a. 
Paſſion, ſo very unexpected; he laid open 
to her the Bottom of his Heart, while ſhe 
only feigned as much Jealouſy, as ſufficed 
to let him. know, that ſhe loved him; 
and afterwards, expreſſing, ſuch Reſigna- 
tion and Indulgence, and ſo much Con- 
fidence in his Fidelity, that. he could not 
but execrate himſelf for having been. 
capable of. harbouring, any. Sentiment to 
her Injury. She endeavoured to: remove 
his Concern, by high Commendations of. 
his extraordinary Prudence, and Reſolu- 
tion, in: refuſing to ſee the E/pagnoletta: 
yamaſked, at the ſame time adviſing him, 
that he ſhould endeavour. to ſce her ſoz 
that, ſaid ſhe, is the only way of curing; 
you; to be ſure; ſhe is another Creature 
under the Maſk, than what your inflamed 


Imagination. repreſcats her, and ſhould; 
ſhe. 
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ſhe! prove to want Beauty, you would 
ſoon forget her Wit. No, no, replied 
he, there is nothing like ſhunning her; 
and this very Evening, will J beg of 
my Father to put off our Marriage for a 
few Days, while I go into the Country, 
where I make no doubt, but 1 ſhall 
get the better of this Freak; my Eſteem 


for you will not allow me to give myſelf 


to you in my preſent diſtracted State; No, 
no, ſays ſhe, I will put you in the ſureſt 
Way, to forget the Charms of your E/- 
pagnoletta, for unqueſtionably your Paſſion 
will be cured on ſeeing her without a 
Maſk; you may depend on it, for to tell 
you the Truth, it is no longer ago than 
Yeſterday, that one, who knows her 
perfectly well, was talking of her, and ſaid 
that except her Eyes, ſhe had not a ſingle 
good Feature in her Face; ſtill the Lover 
inſiſted on a ſhort Ruſtication, but the 
Father, who had got Intelligence of all 
theſe Tranſactions, laid his Commands on 
his Son to bring Matters to an iſſue wo 
very next Day). | 

The Contract was aged ah ates the 


Solemnization, the ſplendid Company re- 


turned 
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turned to the Mother's Houſe; 'ſcarce 
was Supper over, when'in came a Troop 
of 'Maſks-preceded by Fiddles; the Bride 
who. had feigned a flight Indiſpoſition 
at Supper, requeſted her Huſband to 
perform the Honour of the Maſquerade, 
while ſhe withdrew to reſt a while. 
With ſuch diſpatch. did ſhe equip berſelf 
in her former Habit, that ſhe entered the 
dancing Room with another Groupe of 
Maſks, which followed ſoon after the 
firſt; they both conſiſted of ſome intimate 
Friends who had been deſired to form 
a little Maſquerade, for facilitating the 
Execution of the Bride's Artifice. The 
faithful Bridegroom, at the, Sight of 
that dreaded Object, was for haſtening 
out of the Room; but, the Mother catch- 
ing hold of him informed him, that ſhe 
had deſignedly invited the Eſpagnoletta, 
who was at a Ball in the Neighbourhood 
to favour them with her Company. My 
Daughter, continued ſhe, cannot be eafy 
until you ſee her unmaſked, as that will 
abſolutely cure you, for ſhe is ſaid to be 
even frightfully: ugly; Ah! Madam, 
replied he, all the Faults of her Face, 
will 
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will never cure me of a deteſtable Paſſion 
Which ſo many other Charms have 
kindled; 1 have already imagined her 
more hideous, than it is well poſſible for \ 
her to be, and am not a Whit the eaſier, , 
Ah! Madam no longer ſtop me. 
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Whilſt he was ſpeaking the Eßpagnoletta, 
animated by this Scene, which gave her 
inconceivable Delight, exerted the utmoſt 
of her Skill and Vivacity in all the Mo- 


tions of the Dance; he turned aſide his 
Looks from the irreſiſtible Temptation; 


but ſhe wantonly ſwept along cloſe by 
him, which at once expelled his Reafon 
and Duty, and he forgot the Preſence of 
his Mother-in-Law; to compleat his Con- 
fuſion the E/papmolettas took him by the 
Hand; this quite overpowered his Senſes, 
that his Mother-in-Law taking him under 
the Arm, he ſuffered himſelf to be huſſted 
away to a Cloſet, without knowing whether 
he was going, and the Mother ſhut her- 
felf up with them. The Eſpapnoletta then 
fent forth a deep Sigh, and no more 

than natural, for by unmaſking herſelf 

the feared that ſhe ſhould totally loſe the 


Pleaſure of ſeeing her Hufband ſo very 
fond; 
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fond; ſhe loved him as much as he loved 
the E/pagnoletta, her languiſhing Looks 
anſwered thoſe of her tranſported Lover, 
they looked at each other for fome time, 
without uttering a Word, whilſt the 
anxious Mother's fluent Tongue was 
giving her Son · in · Law an Idea of the moſt 
diſtaſteful Uglineſs, that by this contraſt, 
when her Daughter ſhould come to unmaſk, 
ſhe might appear to leſs Diſadvantage ; 
the fond Bride availed herſelf as long as 
ſhe could, of her Huſband's Miſtake, 
but as ſhe eould not prevail on herſelf 
to terminate this Scene, the Mother at 
length, took the Maſk from the Daugh- 
ter's Face. W232 

The powerful Eſſect, that this Surprize 
produced in this happy Bridegroom, is one 
of thoſe things the Force of which is 
diminiſhed by any D-ſcription ; imagine 
the Situation of a Man of Honour, con- 
fitting with Love and Beauty, infinitely 
eſteeming one Perſon, and paſſionately 
in love with another, and at length 


» GSnds them both united in one complete 


Object. 
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As to the Bride what muſt ha ve been 
her Extaſy, that in ſo little a time, ſhe 
had transformed an indifferent Lover into 
an enamoured Huſband, and brought 
the Struggle between Eſteem and Love, 
to a favourable Iſſue, which eſtabliſhed 
her Felicity and did equal Honour to 
both! _ dera 


CON- 
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eee 


CONSTANT LOVE. 


\ROM a Mountain of the lofty 4r- 
menian Chain, came down a Man 
of a majeſtic Stature covered with a 
Bear's — Skin, his Face burnt by 
the Southern Sun, his Hair long and 
buſhy, a Quiver at his Shoulder, a Dag- 
ger at his Belt, anda Club in his Hand; 
after caſting his melancholy Eyes towards 
Heaven, he threw himſelf on the Turf, 
and taking out of his Bofom 2 Portrait, 
he viewed it, as abſorbed" in Admiration, 
then kiſſed it a thouſand times, and 
burſt out into theſe Words, inter- 
mixed with violent Sobs; Ah! dear 
Palicene, whom I ſhall no more behold; 
it is now ſome Years ſince I uſed to be 
continually feeding the Fire which con- 


ſumed * by looking on thoſe lovely 
Eyes; 


— 
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Eyes; alas! nothing can withſtand For- 
tune and Envy! I ſtill remember the time 
when on this Vellum Teprane delineated 
the enchanting Features of my kind Fair ? 
How little did I then imagine that this 
faint ſketch of thy Beauty, was one Day 
to be my ſweeteſt Solaeement;z dear 
Charmer, who would have ſaid, when I 
ſhone at the Court of Albania, in a Robe 
embroidered by thy beautiful Hands, that 
I ſhould ſee myſelf alone, abandoned on 
a dreary Mountain, my Arms naked, 
my Thighs covered with Skins, and ſleep- 
ing in the Haunts of wild Beaſts? Yet [ 
atteſt the Gods, that no Injuries of Wea- 
ther, nor the Hazard and Fatigues I go 
through in queſt of Subſiſtence, nor the 
Horror of this Deſert, raiſe any Terror 
in me; if ever a Tear has dropped from 
my Eyes, the Source of it lay in the 
Fear which racks me, leſt thou forgetteſt 
thy Lover; twelve Years are elapſed 
ſince my departure from Albania, yer all 
the while haſt thou been preſent to my 
Heart; wretched me! can I hope that 


thy Conflancy is the ſame ; ſome raptured 


Rival perhaps is feaſting himſelf with warm 
Kiſſes 
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Kiſſes on thy Lips, Kiſſes due to my inex- 
ſtinguiſhable Love: O Gods! whence theſe 


diſtracting Ideas! Gefimond, for that was the 


Name of this lamenting Lover, was going 
on in this plaiative Strain, when he heard 
a young Shepherdeſs, who paſſing through 


2 willow Plot was ſpeaking to herſelf 


with Emotion; ſurprized at the ſweetneſs 
of her Voice, he riſes and calls to her, 
the timid Shepherdeſs no leſs ſtartled at 
hearing a human Voice, and frightened 
at Gefemond's Appearance, betakes herſelf 
to a precipitate Flight, continuing till 
Faintneſs obliged her to ſtop ; he comes up 
to her, finds her out of Breath, and con- 


cerned he ſhould have cauſed her any Un- 


ealineſs, takes her in his Arms, and 
carries her to his Cavern, were after 
giving her; Water in the Shell of a Tor- 
toiſe, he ſets before her Honey and wild 


Fruits; I pray, ſaid he, give over your 
Fears, if, my Appearance has ſomething 
ſavage in it, I have a Heart as tender as 


any of your Sex; and were I really a 
Savage, your Youth, your Beauty, your 
Diſorder would ſecure you from my Cruel- 
ty; in this my melancholy Manſion you 


are as ſafe as among your ſportive Com- 


panions; 
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panions; though it would make a Heaven 
of my Solitude, I cannot go ſo far as to 
propoſe to you to ſtay with me; yet, 
if you feel in yourſelf no averſion againſt 
ſoothing my Sorrow with your Company, 
I would omit nothing to ſhew my Gra- 
titude, and to render your Life as agreeable 
as this Place will allow. Revived by the 
gentle Language and Behaviour of © Gef- 
mond, Iſmenia told him, that ſhe had 
fied from her Father's Houſe, to avoid 
marrying a Shepherd, who was, to her, 
worſe than indifferent; I freely canſent, 
- - faid ſhe, to ſpend my Days with you, 
your Appearance- indeed frightened me, 
but from your Courteſy and Mildnefs I 
will promiſe myſelf a happy Life with 
you; ſhe concluded, with aſking him, 
why he who ſeemed to have ſomething 
above the common in his Looks, ſhould 
live thus inconveniently and apart from 
all Mankind; this Requeſt drew Tears from 
Ggimond, yet in compliance with it he 
began his Narrative in theſe Words. 

I am the natural Son of Polycarpus 
King of Albania ;, this Prince became 
paſſionately enamoured with a beautiful 


Armenian, called Clorinda, ſhe alone en- 
groſſed 
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groſſed his Affections for- ſeveral Years, 
apd the Monarch thought himſelf happy 
in the Enjoyment of a Perſon of ſuch 
exquiſite Beauty, and who made no ill 
ule of her aſcendant over him ; but it fell 
out, that Reaſons of State obliged him 
to ſhare his Bed and Crown with Princeſs 
Roſimond. Not long after the Queen was 
delivered of a Son, and a little before 
I had received my Birth from Clorinda, 
all the King's Good-will concentered in 
Flaminius my Brother, the lawful Heir in- 
deed of the Empire; me he looked on 
with diſdain, and I had not much to boaſt 
of my Mother's Kindneſs to me, yet the 
Queen, from whom naturally I could 
have no Expectations, treated me with 
uncommon Goodneſs. My Brother and 
I were now growing up, and J obſerv- 
ed ſnewed me more Signs of Affection 
than to my Brother Flaminius, as he in- 
deed poſſeſſed none of the Qualities ex- 
pected in a Prince. 

Sabuo a Relation and zealous Friend of 
the King's, had a Daughter named Policene, 
with whom we were brought up; of her 
Beauty, I ſhall only ſay that ſhe was the 

Vol. I. M Orna- 
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Ornament of my Father's Court, the In- 
clination which I had conceived for her in 
my earlieſt Childhood was now daily aug- 
menting, but as I wanted the Luſtre 
of the Throne, with which we are all apt 
to be Qazzled, I was full of Fear that 
ſhe would incline to Flaminius, who loved 
her as well as myſelf; but I was ſoon 
delivered from theſe Fears, Policene was 
all Tenderneſs to me, and treated my 
Brother with open Averſion; nothing was 
wanting to compleat my Bliſs as a Lover, 
at Night I was privately conveyed into 
my Miſtrels's Apartment, where in her 
Arms, I forgot all the uneaſineſs which 
my Father's unnatural Averſion gave me; 
in the mean time Hlaminius notified to 
Sabuo, that he intended to marry his 
Daughter, on which the ambitious old 
Man, charged her to ſhun me; now our 
Union became of more abſolute Neceſſity, 
for Policene carried within her the Fruit of 
our private Intercourſe; all her Precau— 
tions could ſcarce conceal her Condition, 
and none of her Women were to be 
truſted, Fla minius having purchaſed their 


Subſerviency, that the leaſt Indiſcretion 
| + would 
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would have coſt a Life Which to me was 
dearer than all the World. We were 
now a prey to continual Fears, when 
one Night Policene's Pains came on her 
with ſuch Violence, that ſhe plainly un- 
derſtood the difficult Moment was at Hand; 
ſhe went out of the Palace by a Garden 
Door, with an intent of, ſeeking ſhelter 
with a Friend of mine to whom I had 
communicated: our Perplexity, ſhe had 
ſcarce reached half way, when the ex- 
tremity of her Caſe obliged her to with- 
draw under the Portico of a Temple, 
where ſhe brought forth a Daughter, and, 
at the Infant's Cries, two Men, - who were 
walking there about, coming up, Policene 
in a diſguiſed Voice requeſted of them, 
to deliver the Infant to Ge/mond, ſhe her- 
ſelf with much difficulty returned to the 
Palace, and kept her Apartment as in- 
diſpoſed; who ſhould one of thoſe be to 
whom my dear Policene, had committed 
the Child, but Flaminius, who alſo not 
knowing her in the Dark, was much 
embaraſſed, to trace out this Myſtery, 
when coming to Court, he heard Policene 
was very ill; this ſudden Indiſpoſition 
M 2 and 
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and Reſemblance which he imagined to 
ſee between the Child and Policene made 


him conclude that I was the Father; in- 


flamed with Jealouſy, that conflagration 


of the Soul, he gave the innocent Crea- 
ture ſeveral Stabs, then ordered it to be 
brought to me; how I was afflited at 
this horrid Spectacle it is needleſs to ſay; 
however, I then forbore giving vent 
to my Rage, till Haminius himſelf was 
not alhamed tv come ro me, telling 
me, that what had paſſed, was bur a 
faint Specimen of his Reſentment, and 
that he would induce the King, to re- 


venge the offended Love of the Heir to 


the Albanian Throne by the Execution of 
Policene. Here, I myſt have been ſtupid 
to have repreſſed my Indignation ; Barba- 
rian, cried I, is it poſſible that the ſame 


Blood runs in our Veins, the moſt 


hardened Aſſaſſin would have been ſhocked 
at the Crime with which your Hands are 
ſtill imbrued. It is only becauſe you 
know, thou Wretch, that at all Events, 
I will free the Earth from ſuch a Mon- 
ſter as thou; Flanminius, little uſed to 
ſuch Language, threw out ſome Re- 

proaches 


* * r 
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proaches on my Birth, this mean Temerity 
increaſed my Rage, I called to him to 
ſtand on his Guard, and after a ſhort 
Combat, he fell, and I left him welter- 
ing in his Blood; this Event ſoon reach- 
ing the King, he promiſed a large Reward 
to him who ſhould bring my Head; 
but I had taken advantage of the general 
Confuſion to eſcape, and after travelling 
almoſt continually for four Days and 
tour Nights, I came within Sight of this 
Cave, here I paſſed the Night, but many 
melancholy Dreams interrupted the Re- 
poſe, which my Wearineſs required; I 
fancied I ſaw Policene dragged along by 
her beautiful Treſſes, and calling out 
for Gefemond to reſcue her from the brutal 
Soldiers; at that dear Voice, up I ſtarted, 
to fly to her Aſſiſtance; the impreſſive 
Illuſion vaniſhed, but near me I ſaw a huge 
Lion, here thought I is the Period of this 
unhappy Life; but that fierce Animal 
leſs cruel than the Authors of my Birth, 
ſnewed a Senſe of my Diſtreſſes, fawning 
on me, and making all the Signs of 
Fondneſs and good Will; he has never 
ſince left me, and you mult think is of 
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great uſe, both for Diverſion and Neceſſity; 
and now, believe me, lovely Maid, I prefer 
this bare rugged Cavern to the 
Apartments of Palaces. 

Theſe Woods abound in delicious Fruits, 
the Bees which haunt them plentifully 
ſupply me with Honey, and yonder 
Rock ſends forth a cryſtalline Water; if 
you ſpeak your real Sentiments and are 
content to live with me, my moſt tender 
Cares ſhall be employed for your Com- 
tort, I will range the Woods to gather 
every fragrant Herb to make a Bed for 
you; I will ſecure you from the rigour 
of Winter within this cloſe-Cavern, and 
the expanded Branches of thoſe ſtately 
Trees offer their delightful Umbrage 
againſt the Summer Heats; in the Morn- 
ings I will inſtruct thee in the Goodneſs, 
Wiſdom and Power of the Gods, which 
are diſplayed even in the moſt lowly 
Flower, and the Evening ſhall ſee us 
near  yonder Spring, ſurrounded with 
Beech and Poplar Trees, ſerenely mora— 
liſing on the Incidents of Life.; here Ge/- 
mond ended, and 1/7 nenia promiſed not 


to forſake bim. — 
The 


ENT EHRTAINMENTS. 247 


The tenderneſs of ſuch. reciptocal Friend- 
ſhip, which on 1/menia's ſide was tempered 
with Reverence, ſhed a happy Influence on 
their Days; they paſſed ſerene, and not 
without ſome intervals of Chearfulneſs. 
Timenia comforted the Prince, and per- 
formed all the domeſtick Services; and 
G:/imond, that ſhe might not ſuffer by her 
Sympathy, endeavoured to conceal all his 
Grief from her; one Day with-drawing 
to give himſelf up to melancholy Muſings, 
the Shepherdeſs went down the Hill to 
pluck ſome Willow Branches; here ſhe 
came near a Horſe richly capariſoned, and 
the Rider ſleeping on the Ground with 
his Head uncovered; the Beauty of the 
young Hunter excited in her Soul Emo- 
tions to which till then ſhe had been a 
Stranger. New to ſuch Flutterings in her 
innocent Heart, ſne was going back, but 
an invincible Charm withholds her, ſhe 


thinks this Stranger, may in the Night 


time be tore to pieces by wild Beaſts; 
ought not ſhe to awake him, and tell 
him of the Danger? Tancred, which was 
the Hunter's Name, hearing a Ruſling, 
haſtily riſes, and taking [/menia for a 
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Wood-Nymph, with great reſpect aſks her 
if he may have the Happineſs of ſhewing 


his Devotedneſs to her; J/menia trained up 
in rural Frankneſs, anſwered, It was 


merely Chance brought me to the Place 


where you was ſleeping; I live on that 
Hill with my Father, who is a Perſon 
of no mean Birth, and I could wiſh that 
you would come and live along with 
us. Tancred, charmed with her Candour, 
embraced her Knees with moſt tender 
Effufions of Love; the Shepherdeſs liſtened 
to him with a Pleaſure unfelt before, 
after indulging themſelves in a long Dil- 
courſe, he deſired that he might ſee her 
in the ſame Place the next Day; the 
Sun being ſet, Inenia fearing that Gefi- 
mond would be uneaſy at her ſtay, haſtened 
back to the Cavern; but Tancred's dear 
Image followed her, and now Melancholy 
poſſeſſed her Mind till ſhe returned Ma 
the Willows, in expectation of her dear 
as ſhe fat on the Herbage 
ſhe happened to lay her Hand on a rich 


Pocket Book, in which was a female 


Portrait with the following Letter 
1 i 
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To TAN CRE Prince of Armenia. 


SIR, 


Am coming to Albania unknown, 


and have ſeen the Princeſs, this Por- 
© trait that I ſend you, is very far from 


© flattering her Beauty; it is inimitable. 
© Inſtruct me what Meaſures I muſt take 
) to, treat of your Marriage with her, and 
' by this Alliance put an end to the Wars, 
* which for ſo long time have deſolated 
the two Kingdoms.“ 


Her Fears hindered her from going 
any further, and with her Head on her 
Arms gave herſelf up to a ſilent Grief; 
Tancred comes up, and finds his Charmer 
in an agony of Deſpair; cruel Man, cried 
ſhe, at ſight of him, why diſturb the 
Quiet of my Life, when the end of your _ 
Love to me could be only Shame and 
Miſery; you muſt certainly have looked 
on me as an Object of Contempt, but 
the Gods, that know the Sincerity of my 
Heart, my Veneration of them, and my 
diſpoſition to Virtue, have ſaved me 
M 5 from 
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from being your Victim; I will haſten 
back to my worthy Father, with him I 
will ſtay and never more truſt myſelf to 
a perfidious Seducer. At this ſhe flew up 
into the Mountain, and left the unhappy 
Prince of Armenia abſorbed in Amaze- 
ment and Grief, not knowing to what 
ſuch an unhappy Change of his fair one's 
Temper could be attributed. Tancred, 
though he regularly came to the Moun- 
tain, was always diſappointed of ſecing 
Iſnenia, until one Day advancing further 
up the Way which he had obſerved her to 
take, he perceived her fitting under aſolitary 
Elm Tree, which commanded a fine Pro- 
ſpect. Tranſported with Joy, he runs to 
throw himſelf at her Feet; but ſhe ex- 
erted all her Strength to ſhun him, and 
Tancred's Intreaties not prevailing on her 
to ſtop, he begged of her to take up a 
Letter, which he laid on the Trunk of a 
Tree, and withdrew for that time, that 
he might not increaſe her Diſorder; when 
the Shepherdeſs ſaw herſelf ſecure, ſhe went 
and. took the Billet; it was truly in the 
Stile of an ardent Lover, complaining of 
undeſerved Diſdain; and it had the deſired, 

Effect. 
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Effect. She was moved, ſhe blamed her 
haſty Rudeneſs to ſuch a Perſon as Tancred, 
promiſing to compenſate it by her future 
Gentleneſs. Jinenia was now near the 
Cavern, when ſhe ſaw Ge/imond, who had 
been ſeeking her, fearful of ſome Accident, 
he tenderly warning her againſt going ſo 
far from their Abode; he had ſcarce ended 
his affectionate Exhortation, when they 


were alarmed with a Noiſe like that of 
a large Weight falling from a Height. 


Ge/emond imagining it to be ſome wild Beaſt 
bends his Bow, and looks on all ſides, till 
at laſt between the Rocks he perceived 
a decked Boat thrown on the Shore; he 
and 1/menia haſtened down to it, and he 
leaping in, his Eyes were ſtruek with an 
horrid Object, a dead Corps all in Rags, 
and in it a young Perſon near expiring 
with Terror. The Prince, without aſking 
Queſtions, threw the Carcaſs into the Sea, 
and went to aſſiſt the young Woman. 
Juſt Gods! quoth he, Policene / my dear 
Iſmenia it is Policene, I hold her in my 
Arms, O quickly let us recover her ; they 
both aſſiſt in carrying her ſoftly to the 
Cavern, where amid(t all the Cares of 

Ge/imond 
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Gefemond:and I/menia, ſhe remained ſeveral 
Days in a State of Inſenſibility ; when 
ſhe at length came to open her Eyes ſhe 
looked round her with Aſtoniſhment and 
Dread; and with.a tremulous Voice, aſked 
what Place ſhe was in? and what further 
Puniſhment ſhe was reſerved for, talk 
not of Puniſhment, anſwered Ge/rmond, 
Comfort, Freedom and Tenderneſs wait 
for you here, and our deareſt Wiſh is, to 
ſee you well recovered. Struck with the 
Prince's Voice, Policene fixedly looks at him, 
and in him knew her former Lover; who, 
overjoyed at this dawn of her Recovery, 
threw himſelf into her Arms; dear Ge- 
mond! dear Policene! cried they at once, 
for Tears and Raptures hindered them 
from ſaying more; thus they continued 
locked within each other's Arms; the 
beautiful Albanian, to whom Joy had 
+ imparted ſudden Strength, expreſſed it in 
fervent Kiſſes; do I meet thee again ſaid 
ſhe, thou beſt of Lovers? Heaven has 
preſerved my Life as a Recompence to 
thy Tenderneſs; many Tears haſt thou 

coſt me, how often have I not wiſhed for 


Death; for alas! what hopes could 1 
have 
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have of ever ſeeing thee again? Unnatural 
Father! inhuman King! now I no longer 
dread thy Fury; Gefimond is in my Arms, 
and it is to thy Cruelty I owe the Joy of 
our preſent Embraces. 

Thus theſe two Lovers indulged than 
ſelves in a Profuſion of the moſt tender 
Careſſes; but the Prince, impatient to 
know how this happy Meeting had been 
brought about, deſired her to relate all 
the Circumſtances of her Liſe ſince his 
Departure; ſhe acquainted him that the 
King had cauſed her to be ſhut up in a 
Tower, with very ſevere Treatment; that 
Flaminius had recovered of his Wounds, 
that ſhe had prevailed with a Slave to 
carry a Letter to Gefmond, that this 
Letter gave him Advice of the People's 
Affection to him, and that with any 
ſmall Aſſiſtance from ſome neighbouring 
Prince, he might very eaſily place himſelf 
on the Throne of Albania; that the Slave, 
being detected, had been cut to pieces and 
ſhe ſhut up with the dead Body in the 
Boat where he had found her. 

1/menia, though not inſenſible to the 
Felicity of this deſerving Pair, could not 
chear- 
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chearfully join in their Exſtaſy; Tancred 
ſuffering by her haſty Suſpicions filled 
her Mind; ſhe left the tranſported Lovers 
and went down the Hill, where ſhe ſoon 
perceived Tancred in ſearch of her; 1/menia 
acquainted him with the Cauſe of her 
Reſentment, but the Prince eaſily cleared 
it up to her Satisfaction, and promiſed 
her Marriage, if Ge/mond, whom ſhe had 
called her Father, was not in reality 
her Lover. Jſmenia returning to the 
Cavern, now could cordially ſuit her 
Behaviour to the happy Situation of her 
Protector; and Tancred writ to the King of 
Albania, that for Reaſons of State he was 
obliged to decline the Honour of being 
married to his Daughter. Polycarpus en- 
raged at being thus duped, raiſed a power- 
ful Army, the Prince of Armenia alfo 
headed his, and thought it adviſeable to 
have a Conference with Ge/emend, to whoſe 
Birth and Adventures he was no Stranger; 
Tſmenia, as Mediatrix of this Alliance, 
conducted her Lover to the Cavern. The 
two Princes conceived a ſtrong Eſteem 
for each other, and Gefmond quitted his 
Solitude to accompany Tancred in the 
approach- 
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approaching Campaign, whilſt Policene 
and  1/menia, were entertained oy" that 
Prince's Siſters. 

In the mean time the Albanians had 
already taken the Field and pitched their 
Camp; Ge/imond one Night having advanced 
near them to reconnoitre, overheard fome 
Perſons whiſpering together, and convey- 
ing himſelf nearer among the Trees, he 
diſtinguiſhed Flaminins, in the midſt of 
a Circle of Officers, with whom he was 
forming a Plot to aſſaſſinate Polycarpus, 
and ſeize on the Throne, This Villainy was 
the more eaſy to be perpetrated, as the 
King of Albania was to join them, in order 
to ſurprize the Armenians by Night; Ge- 
mond alarmed at his Father's Danger, 
immediately ſet off to meet him, and 
acquaint him of Flaminius's atrocious 
Purpoſe; Polycarpus, not knowing his Son, 
took him to be ſome inſidious Aſſaſſin, 
who was for leading him into a Snare. At 
this the young Prince threw himſelf at 
his Knees, ſaying, Sir, I am Ge/imond, 
and though unfortunately I was not bleſſed 
with your royal Affection, I thank 
Heaven for putting in my Hands an oppor- 
tunity of ſaving your Life, No time is 
ro 


256 -COUN TRY EVENINGS 


to be loſt, only follow me, and you ſhall 
ſe that I am not unworthy of your 
Favour; the ſteadineſs with which he de- 
livered this Information gained the King's 
Credit, and the Truth of it ſoon was 
manifeſted, a Body of Men ſuddenly 
ruſhed on him, but Ge/mond dealing about 
his Strokes with manly Activity, Flami- 
zius fell the firſt; and his Accomplices, as 
guilty Actions are ſeldom carried on with 
much Spirit and Firmneſs, betook-them- 
ſelves to Flight. The King of Albania deeply 
affected by ſuch Generoſity and Courage, 
reproached himſelf for his unnatural 
Treatment of ſuch a Son, and aſſured him 
that the next Day he would reward ſo 
ſignal a Service at the Head of his Army. 
The ſun had long ſince in the Lap 
Of Thetis taken out his Nap, 


And, like a Lobſter boil'd, the Morn 
From black to red begun to turn. 


Ar that time it was when Polycarpus put 
on his royal Robes, and ordered his whole 
Army to be drawn up, then coming into 
the Field attended by the principal 
Officers of his Troops, he ordered a 
Herald to proclaim, Acknowledge Geſimond 
for your King, he is ſuch by right; the 

| King 
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King from his paſſionate Love for Clorinda, 
ſubſtituted Flaminius her Child as the Son 
of the Queen, inſtead of Gmond her real 
Son, in him unite Right and high Deſert, 
Hail him Albanians! Rejoice in ſuch a 
Sovereign. The young Prince received 
the Homage of his new Subjects, whilſt 
the Air rung with the Acclamations of 
the exulting Soldiery; after this Cere- 


mony, Polycarpns moved that the Army, 
whilſt fluſhed with this Joy, ſhould march 
and engage Tancred; but Ge/imond repre- 
ſenting to him the Connections between 
himſelf and that Prince, and that Policene 
was in the Armenian Camp, the King, 
ſurprizedatſuch a concurrence of agreeable 
Events, would hear al the Adventures of 
his beloved Son, and how Sabus's beauti- 
ful Daughter had eſcaped a Death to all 
appearance inevitable. He, at the ſame 
time, ordered that a ſplendid Retinue 
ſhould be ſent to fetch her, with a Meſ- 
ſage of Peace to Tancred; the latter, ſecure 
in the probity of his Intentions, ſoon 
appeared before Polycarpus, attended only 
by his chief Courtiers, who environed 
Pelicene and Jnenia. They threw them- 
ſelves at the King's Feet, and he tenderly 
| railing 
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raiſing his Daughter, vowed that ſhe 
ſhould find him an affectionate Father, 
ſealing this gladning Promiſe with a Kiſs; 
Tancred alone had no ſhare in this Hap- 
pineſs; his Paſſion for Jnenia would bear 
with no longer Delays, and in a Suppoſi- 
tion that ſhe was Ge/imond's Daughter, 
he formally aſked her in Marriage of that 
Prince, whoſe Honour now laid him un- 
der the diſagreeable Neceſſity of declaring, 
that Jinenia was only a country Girl, 
whom Chance had thrown in his way; on 
the other Hand, Polycarpus urged Tancred, 
agrecable to his former Promiſe, to marry 
the Princeſs of Mania; but this diſtreſſed 
Lover fluctuating between Inclination and 
Duty to the Dignity of his Crown, could 


not believe that the Object of his Love 


was born of obſcure Parents; Jſmenia's 
Beauty, her noble Mein, the Elevation 
of her Sentiments, every thing in her 
declared an illuſtrious Extraction; in this 
uncertainty he determined to go himſelf to 
the Village, which he had leſt, in order 
to get Intelligence of the Truth; he made 
the Journey with all the Celerity of an 
impatient Lover, and having found out 
the Cottage, where his Charmer's Father 

lived, 
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lived, the honeſt Man frankly told him, 
that ſhe was no Daughter of his, but had 
been committed to his care by an Albanian 
called Camillus, with Orders to deliver her 
up to him only; but that ſhe had been 
miſſing near a Twelve-month, and no 
Body knew what was become of her. 
This News was worth a Reward, which 
Tancred generouſly gave the old Man, 
and haſtened back to the Camp much 
more chearfully than he had left it; Gef- 
mond immediately aſked him the Reſult 
of his Journey, and the Prince of Armenia 
related to him what he had learned from 
the Villager; all that remained now was 
to examine Camillus, whom the Functions 
of his Employment detained at the Capital 
of Albania, thither the two Courts ſoon 
repaired to celebrate Policene's Nuptials. 
The King, willing that all Parties ſhould 
be happy, ſent for Camillus, and queſtioned 
him concerning the Birth of this young 
Stranger; how was Ge/emond amazed, 
when he found himſelf to be her Father, 
and that the lovely I/menia was no other 
than that very Child, which Policene had 
put into Flaminius's Hands at the very 
Moment of its Birth; the ſanguinary 

Prince 


— 
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Prince had been impoſed upon, Camillus 
inſtead of murdering Gs Daughter, 
having brought to his Maſter a dead 
Child, whom, by a commendable Fraud 
he had ſtabbed in ſeveral parts; this laſt 
Diſcovery compleated the Joy of the A- 
; banians. On the very ſame Day were 
ſolemnized the Marriages of Gefmond and 
Tancred; and the two Nations, to whom 
this Alliance inſured a long Peace, de- 
clared their Tranſports in a Succeſſion of 
Feſtivals, Sports, and all kinds of Re- 
joicings: whilſt the Soldiers of the two 
Armies having been Witneſſes of each 


\ other's Atchievements in the Perſian War, 


retained a mutual Eſteem, and in their 
gratulatory Banquets ſang to each other, 


Our Armour now may reſt, our idle Scimitars 
Hang by our Sides for Ornament, not uſe : 
Children ſhall beat our Atabals and Drums ; 
And all the noiſy Trades of War no more 
Shall wake the peaceful Morn. 


The End of the Firſt Vorums, 
| rl 
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